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Arr. I.—-1. Genealogical account of the Kulins, by Dhrubinanda
Misra, Sanscrit, unpublished.

2. Kula-sara-sindhu, by Raghunandan Tarkabagish, Sanscrit,
unpublished.

3. Mukhuti-kula-varnana, Sanscrit, unpublished.
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6. Kankalir Abhishampa, or the malediction of Kankali, by Ram
Chunder Turkalankar.— Ratnakar Press, Calcutta.

HerepiTary distinetions of tribes and classes appear to have
prevailed in India from very remote times. The Hindus, with
their usual fondness for all Brahminical ordinances, pretend
that their four-fold division of castes was coéval with the
creation. The pretension, ridiculous and futile as it is, proves,
however, the antiquity of the institution ; and as the classifica-
tion corresponds to a considerable extent with the Egyptian
mode of distributing offices and occupations, it is probable
that an early intercourse existed between these two nations,
especially since voyages by sea were not of yore forbidden to
the Hindus. There is no extravagance in the supposition,
that the route which the Berenice, the Sesostris, the Cleopatra,
the Victoria, the Akbar, &c., are now taking every month with
the overland mails from and to Bombay, had, centuries past,
been marked by Hindu vessels trading on the Red Sea, and
that these merchantmen had imported or exported many of
the existing laws of castes and tribes.

Among the Hindus, as among the Egyptians, the priests
occupied the first rank in society, and naturally commanded
the veneration due to the guardians of religion and learning.
The warriors and the merchants, who were entrusted with the
‘preservation of the country and the supply of the comforts and
necessities of life, enjoyed the second and third places in the
commonwealth, while the Sudras, or slaves, destined for the
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2 THE KULIN BRAHMINS OF BENGAL.

service of the others, filled the fourth and last grade. The first
three orders were distinguished by the appellation of the twice-
born, and were invested with the sacred cord as the badge of
their regeneration ; the last were doomed to occupy the same
position in India that was allotted to the slaves in the Grecian
republics.

Disparities of rank and station are inseparable from human
society, and the Hindu legislators, in causing this quadruple
division, acted upon the principle that was observed by states-
men all over the world. The satraps of the Magian and
Sabian countries, the free-born citizens of the Grecian states,
the priests and warriors of Egypt, the patricians and plebeians
of Rome, and the peers, grandees, segniors, ameers, &c., in
other quarters, are evidences of conventional distinctions main-
tained by all nations. Some have everywhere endeavoured to
rise above others. Even the most democratical states have
not been free from aristocratic distinctions and influences. The
vast majority of the human species has always submitted to
the authority of the few that have exalted themselves above
the common level ; and these have invariably improved every
opportunity of self-aggrandisement. It was not Nimrod alone,
though he was the first on record, that began to be mighty on
the earth. Many have since followed the “ mighty hunter’s”
example by struggling for superiority over their brethren.

These distinctions have, however, proved in India sad engines
of corruption and human degradation. They have been con-
sidered, not as mere civil enactments intended for the well-
being of society, and so capable of alteration and improvement,
according to the mutations of times and circumstances, but as
an integral portion of the Brahminical theology itself, alleged
to have been ordained by God from the very beginning of the
world, and therefore superior to modification and change.
The different tribes are religiously enjoined to keep separate
from one another, and to abstain on peril of their souls from
intruding into each other’s professions. In their anxiety to

lace their own dignity upon the firmest footing, the Hindu
ﬁgislators did not stop to consider or deplore the magnitude
of the evils they were preparing for their country, or the hard-
ness of the yoke they were imposing on millions of their spe-
cies. The noblest families might deteriorate, and the meanest
tribe might ameliorate itself, in process of time. Hereditary
priests, warriors, mechanics and menial labourers might, by
the vicissitudes of life, be all incapacitated in the course of a
few centuries for their respective occupations, and yet be
adapted for other duties; and if the country could not reap
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the benefit of their services in those departments, for which
time and circumstances, though not their birth, had prepared
them, the nation must be reduced to a stagnant state of semi-
barbarism, and of imbecility both at home and abroad. And
is not this sufficiently evidenced in the present degradation of
this vast and magnificent empire? Has not the sad experience
of hundreds of years imprinted, as with an iron pen, on the
minds of all who have eyes to see, understandings to judge,
yea, or even hearts to feel, the strongest conviction that this
religious division into castes has, by detaching tribe from tribe
and forcing important professions upon unwilling and perhaps
unsuitable individuals, proved the real cause of India’s internal
misery and external humiliation? What other nation under
the sun has continued under foreign dominion for centuries
and centuries without ever exhibiting the least impatience, or
making the smallest effort for liberty and independence ?
Before we can properly introduce the subject prescribed for
this article to the notice of our readers, a few preliminary
observations on the ancient annals of Bengal will not be mis-
%aced, Although at present a most important division of
industan, containing the metropolis of British India and the
seat of her Supreme Council, and peculiarly adapted by posi-
tion and soil for commerce and trade, Bengal does not seem to
have enjoyed much consequence in this vast empire, before
foreigners were attracted thither for mercantile purposes. The
silence of the old Hindu writers would incline us to the belief
that it is for the most part alluvial land, and that originally the
lower provinces were, in a great measure, comprehended in the
unfathomed recesses of the deep ;—that the present. metropolitan
residence of the British viceroy in the East, was, at one time,
the bed of the mighty ocean! Forest and marshes probably
occupied the soil as the sea abandoned it, and human habitations
were subsequently formed, where tigers had once prowled and
fishes disported. Who the original inhabitants were, or when
they settled, can at this distant age only be a question of
conjecture. That the existing occupiers of the soil are all
descended from the Aborigines, we are not willing to believe.
That these are all colonists and emigrants we are also loath to
admit, That the wild hill tribes on the frontiers are the only
relics of the first inhabitants cannot be proved to anybody’s
satisfaction. The truth seems to lie between these varying pro-
positions. The savage clans dwelling in the recesses of jungles
and hills, are proper representatives of the people in their
pristine condition. But of these, large numbers may have been
humanized by amalgamation with more civilized emigrants.
B 2
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The most timid or untractable had probably preferred a wild
independence in the thickets of hills and mountain-fastnesses
to the yoke of more powerful intruders, or to incorporation with
foreigners whom they could not expel. In the then imperfect
state of navigation, the foreign colonists had perhaps poured
in by land from the teeming plains of Hindustan Proper.
From them Bengal must have derived its Hinduism and the
Sanscrit literature. The present language is, in all likelihood,
a commixture of the original wild dialect with the polished
vocabulary of the Vedas and Purans. Indeed this province
appears, on the emigration of new colonists, to have undergone
similar mutations in men and language with its insular mistress
of the west, where the Saxons and Normans amalgamated with
the Aboriginal savages, though they were the means of driving
it‘nany a wild free-spirited horde into inaccessible mountains and
orests.

But whatever be the probable truth of these suppositions,
it is almost undoubted that Bengal did not rise into importance
so early as the other divisions of Hindustan.* Whether the
Brahminical theology was in any shape known and acknow-
ledged from the very commencement of its population or not,
certain it is that the study of Brahminical learning was not long
carried on here with any celebrity or success. The Nuddea
school, now so famous for its cultivation of the Nyaya, or Logic,
is confessedly of modern institution. What the state of learning,
philosophy, and theology, was, in this province, during or pre-
vious to 1ts connection with the Magadha empire, does not
clearly appear. The contempt with which it is still spoken of
in the other divisions of India, and the absence of any tradi-
tionary or monumental proofs of its pristine glory, is a pre-
sumptive evidence of its primitive insignificance. Under the
Buddhist family of the Pals, Brahminism must naturally have
been on the wane, and little as the Shasters had before been
studied, they must have been less so at this period. This is
evident from the miserable condition to which the priests had
been reduced under the Hindu kings that succeeded the
Buddhists. In the reign of Adisur, the founder of the Sen or
the medical dynasty, the ranks of Brahminism had not only
been sadly desolated, probably owing to the persecution of his
- Buddhist predecessors, but the few that had escaped this catas-
trophe were found deplorably ignorant in their sacerdotal
duties.  Brahminism, it must be remembered, requires its

* The long list of Bengal kings contained in the Ayeen Acbary cannot be
entirely correct. How could so many names be traditionally remembered ?*—or if
the compiler made use of any documentary guides, where are they now ?
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religious ordinances to be celebrated in Sanscrit, the pretended
language of the gods, not unlike Romanism which enjoins its
services to be performed in Latin, the ecclesiastical language
of the western fathers. In Adisur’s reign, however, scarcely
one Brahmin could read or understand the common services of
their religion—to say nothing of the more solemn rites and
ceremonies of the Vedas. Of Sogric Brahmins, Bengal was
wholly destitute. These priests were held in the highest vene-
ration, because of their preserving, by daily offerings of fuel
and clarified butter, the sacrificial fire lighted by their parents
on the day of their nativity, and kept unextinguished for use in
their funeral solemnities. Adisur was led to entertain a desire
of celebrating a sacrificial feast, in order to avert the threatened
consequences of a long and oppressive drought. 7Ais none
but Sagnic Brahmins knew how to perform. The pious king
felt not a little humbled to find that such characters were not
procurable in his own dominions. In order to supply the
deficiency, his eyes were naturally turned towards Upper India,
the great theatre sanctified by the legendary acts of Krishna,
and Rama,—where Vyas and Valmiki had tuned their poetic
lyres—and which bore the same relation in point of learning
and theological reputation to Bengal, that the continent did to
England at and before the time of the Norman conquest. The
king of Kanouj, the celebrated capital of Hindustan of classical
fame, was applied to for a supply of Sagnic priests, who might
perform the contemplated sacrifice, and by reviving the study
of Sanscrit, restore the knowledge of Hinduism among their
unlettered brethren of Bengal.

When the ambassadors from the court of Gour presented
themselves before the king of Kanouj, five Sagnic Brahmins
happened to be in attendance, who were induced, by the hope of
improving their fortunes, to emigrate into Bengal. They were
priests of a superior order, tracing their parentage to Rishis, of
great reputation, and esteemed as members of the Sandilya
Kashyapa, Bharadwij, Savarna and Bdtsya Gotras or tribes.
The utmost respect and attention were paid to them on their
arrival at Gour with their families, servants, and followers.
According to the king’s wishes, they commenced without delay
the solemn ceremony for which they had been invited. Ved-
garva, Sriharsa, and Chhander chanted the Rich, Yajus, and
Saman Vedas, while Dakska and Narayan officiated at the
sacrifice. The innumerable princes and nobles that had been
invited to witness the ceremony and partake.of the banquet,
wondered at the learning and ritual tactics of these Brahmins,
whose reputation was hereby still more widely circulated.
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They were regarded both for their ritualistic experience and
their reputed sanctity, as the superiors of the priestly classes,
and even the servile adventurers who had followed their for-
tunes were honoured, as the leaders of the Sudra caste. But
the new comers did not enjoy these favours with the modesty
and magnanimity which became their distinguished rank and
dignity. They affected to treat the Aboriginal or old Bengalee
Brahmins with scorn and contumely. Instead of labouring to
raise the indigenous priests by amalgamating with them, and of
thus forming an united and compact body of native Rierarchy,
they continued as a separate and isolated order, and sowed the
seeds of much heart-burning and jealousy.

The descendants of the five priestly emigrants from Kanouj
kad multiplied rapidly and overrun the whole country, when
Bullal Sen, one of the successors of Adisur, ascended the
Bengal throne. This prince was held in such high estimation
all over Bengal, that the most extravagant fancies have been
indulged, and the wildest tales invented, in order to connect
his memory with the marvellous and the sublime. Poets have
invested him with the dignity of a divine original, and deseribed
his infantile precocity in the most glowing colours. He has
been represented as the son of the fluvial god Brahmaputra,
who had deceived his mother by assuming the form of her own
husband. His nativity is said to have taken place in the
solitude of a thick forest, where his mother had been banished
a few months before her parturition through the jealousy and
treachery of his father’s two other wives. In these sylvan
shades, and under the especial protection of Heaven, he passed
his infantile days, undisturbed by the noise and distractions
of towns and cities, and uncontaminated by the pleasures
and irregularities of riotous society. His divine parent,
“uxorius amnis,” as Horace would perhaps call him, in-
structed him in the different branches of a Hindu’s education,
and in the tactics of war and diplomatic policy. While yet
a boy, he is said to have exhibited extraordinary proofs of
heroism and strength. He had discomfited, unassisted and
alone, a whole host of disciplined troops, commanded by
princes and veteran captains, and armed with all the weapons
of native warfare.

As a king, Bullal appears to have been the friend and
father of his people. The tranquillity which prevailed in his
reign, enabled him to cultivate the arts of peace, and to re-
form the social institutions of his country. His affability and
condescension were unexampled. But too much familiarity in
such characters, unless balanced by more than ordinary wis-
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dom, scarcely fails to associate itself with some evil conse-
quences or other. It is truly amiable in a prince to reduce
himself in society to the level of his subjects, and engage
himself actively in regulating conventional rules and laws.
A danger, however, there is, lest by too familiar and close
contact with those whom he ought to command and protect,
and by too busily officiating in matters on which he had better
be indifferent, he may contract invidious prejudices and form
partialities, calculated rather to expose the infirmities of the
man than exhibit the majesty of the sovereign. Notwith-
standing his other virtues, he betrayed himself occasionally
into levities and partizanships unworthy of a crowned head.
The petty squabbles into which he was involuntarily led with
certain of his own subjects,and the unworthy arts he employed
to depress the Banker caste, have entailed everlasting infamy
upon his name. The tribe of which many of the Seals, Mul-
licks, Dhurs, Deys, Dutts, Addys, &c., of the present day are
members, and which appears to have sprung in a pure or
mixed way from the last of the three twice-born orders of
ancient institution, owes its existing degradation in Hindu
society to the ignoble vengeance oi Bullal. This may pro-
bably be one reason for which the Bankers in a body subse-
quently embraced the doctrines inculcated by Chaitanya, and
acknowledged the spiritual pupillage of the Goshayees as the
lineal descendants of Nityananda. The system introduced by
Chaitanya and the sectaries to which it gave birth, together
with the lives and characters of its founders, would present
very interesting subjects of speculation to Christian observers
in the East.

Bullal Sen was not a little distressed to witness the jealousies
and feuds, which distracted and disgraced the sacerdotal orders
in his dominions. The descendants of the five colonists from
Kanouj, many of whom had sadly degenerated from their
fathers, boasted of their superior attraction, and behaved them-
selves with great haughtiness to the Suptasati,* or old Bengalee
Brahmins, despising them as a vulgar and degraded race, and
insinuating suspicions on the purity of their origin. To re-
strain the vain arrogance of the one and to raise the deserving
members of the other, were necessary to secure peace and en-
courage virtue. To bring on a general reconciliation between
parties so prejudiced against one another, was altogether hope-
less. For extraordinary evils; extraordinary and almost ano-

* The old Brahmins of Bengal were not acknowledged to be pure descendants of
the sacerdotal caste. They were reckoned into seven hundred families, and were
therefore called the Saptasati.
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malous remedies were necessary. The king accordingly formed
the resolution of depressing the idle boasters of their genealogy
by exalting the meritorious and the virtuous of their own body.
There are always two ways of degrading men. They may
either be actually reduced to a lower position and deprived of
honours and privileges already in their possession; or others
whom they have hitherto considered their peers may be exalted
above their ranks, and then the upward motion of those that
are promoted, must produce in those that are superseded an
acute sense of an apparent motion downwards. The first wa
of degrading is ever an ungracious punishment, which worth-
lessness and mere negative vices do not always deserve ;—the
second is in truth nothing more than the reward of merit,
though in its consequences it answers all the ends of moral dis-
cipline and government. Vain and unworthy boasters priding
themselves on their Gotras must, when invidiously overlooked
in a general distribution of favours, feel with all the keenness
of a real humiliation, a kind of ignominous descent, on behold-
ing their worthier compeers actually ascending above their
level. The politic king of Bengal chose this latter mode of
demeaning some by ennobling others. He knew that when
the virtuous among the descendants of the Kanouj Brahmins
were exalted, the vicious who could boast of nothing but their
pedigree, would be necessarily depressed; while as the moral
effect of this diserimination all would be stimulated to good and
great efforts by the king’s readiness to reward virtue.

Accordingly he selected, from among the descendants of the
sacerdotal colonists, those who had distinguished themselves
by learning and good manners, and conferred upon them the
honourable appellation of Kulins. The rule by which, accord-
ing to tradition, he made this selection, is like all other oriental
maxims more charming to the ear, as recited by Ghataks, than
striking to the eye as realized in life. Without derogating
from the capacities of human nature, we must frankly declare
that we do not believe a single Brahmin, thus exalted by Bullal,
lived up to the pretended standard of Kulinism. Good manners,
humility, learning, reputation, pilgrimages, devotion, means of sub-
sistence, self-mortification, and charity are the nine-fold qualifi-
cations of a Kulin. We should certainly congratulate human

nature if the good king could conscientiously predicate as much
~ for any of his favoured Brahmins.

The Kulins thus created were like privileged families else-
where of diverse orders and transmissible in hereditary succes-
sion. The institution was accordingly liable to all the abuses
to which hereditary honours are perhaps always subject. That
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these have their uses also, we do not deny. Respectable parent-
age is calculated to secure good manners, and to operate as an
incentive to the practice of virtue. A nobleman naturally feels
desirous of maintaining the dignity conventionally attached to
his title, and of transmitting his escutcheon unsullied to his
posterity. In the distinction to which he is exalted, society
possesses a guarantee for his preservation of moral propriety
and external decency. The forfeiture of his honour would
render his name execrable, not only to the present generation,
but to all his posterity for ages to come; and this fear must
restrain him from violence and excess. And there is some-
thing enrapturing to the imagination in the thought of a noble
family that has kept up its brilliancy for ages immemorial, and
has passed unscathed the fiery trials of life, and escaped the
desolating ravages of time. “ 1t is a reverend thing,” says the
master philosopher of modern times, ¢ to see an ancient castle

or building not in decay, or to see a fair timber tree sound and
- perfect; how much more to behold an ancient noble famil
which hath stood against the waves and weathers of time.”*
We are no Vandals, and can admire the monuments and relics
of antiquity as in inanimate productions of nature, art, and
genius, so also in living families of title and distinction. When
we meet with the sons of Benjamin and Judah among the
Jews, or those of Sandilya and Kashyapa among the Brahmins,
we feel transported to the age of prophecy in the one case and
of poetry in the other.

Notwithstanding, however, these uses and associations, here-
ditary honours are subject, as we have already declared, to many
serious abuses. Nothing can be a more sorry spectacle than
the sight of empty conceits of dignity unadorned with the gifts
of nature and fortune, and unaccompanied by the recommen-
dations of talent and virtue. It was a just reproach of idle
boasters of family distinction, which John the Baptist, on the
banks of the Jordan, levelled against the haughty Pharisees
and Sadducees that solicited his baptism, when calling them a
generation of vipers, he declared the vanity of their descent from
Abraham. The experience of many ages and countries has
convinced mankind, that idle boasters of noble genealogies
generally depart from the virtuous career of their distinguished
ancestors, from whom they derive their names and titles—as
far, indeed, and as widely as the Pharisees and Sadducees of
St. John the Baptist’s time had degenerated from Abraham,
and Isaac, and Jacob.

The Brahminical Kuls which Bullal instituted contained

* Bacon.



10 THE KULIN BRAHMINS OF BENGAL.

radically still more prolific seeds of evil than similar institutions
in other countries. In England, hereditary titles are held by
temporal lords, or the laity alone, and are transmissible under
the restrictions of the law only to the eldest sons, or next in
lineal descent. If some peerages are spiritual, these are at-
tached werely as official adjuncts and honours to the select few
whose piety and learning  the king delights to honour.” As
the guardians of religion and overseers of God’s household,
they are certainly entitled to some distinction. But the Eng-
lish Bishops are not an order of hereditury hierarchy pretending
to so much importance on the score of birth-right. Even the
feudal prelacies of the dark ages were exempt from this abuse.
The bishops of old popish days, though at the same time both
pastors and warriors, and perhaps more dexterous as sons of
Mars than as sons of the Church, were elected officers and vas-
sals of the crown. They were not a race of hereditary priests
uniting the temporal and spiritual swords under the same grasp,
or simultaneously admonishing and coercing their flocks and
villeins—the one to cultivate the peaceful dispositions of the
Christian, the other to arm for battle and slaughter.

The Kuls of which we are speaking, are, however, temporal
honours attached to hereditary spiritual families, and although
they are not connected with the military vassalage of the feudal
bishops, yet since villages and districts were settled upon them,
they contained the germs of every description of tyranny, which
in a more warlike country and under a longer continuance of
its political independence, might have grown into full maturity.
Among the Brahmins of Bengal, again, a Kulinhood descends
to all male children lawfully begotten, and as these worthies do
not scruple to multiply their wives to any extent, the propa-
gation of their ranks surpasses all calculation. The country
has accordingly been overrun with these hungry dignitaries,
and has groaned under the burden of supporting and maintain-
ing them. Even at the present day some unbroken Kulins
will hardly condescend to work for their livelihood. As Brah-
mins they consider themselves entitled to all the good things
which the country can produce, and as dignitaries they fancy
they have a right to fleece the priests themselves. The disastrous
consequences of such freaks, originally encouraged by a crowned
head, and always unopposed by the populace, need no illustra-
tion in detail.

Neither are the Kulinhoods subject to forfeiture for personal
delinquencies. Even the spiritual baronies of the middle ages
have sometimes been subject to deprivations and forfeitures.
But no criminality can affect the family honours of the Kulin
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Brahmins of Bengal ; and this exemption naturally encourages
vice and wickedness. Every new generation appears to depart
further and further from the rule, which directed the original
foundation of the order. We do indeed occasionally learn from
tradition and doggrel ballad-mongers, of Kulin families being
degraded for personal delinquencies. Such instances, however,
even if these sources of information may be credited, were con-
fined to the age of the Sen dynasty, who were the original foun-
ders and especial patrons of Kulinism. No discipline of the kind
has ever been since exercised. Raghunandan Tarkalankdr, one
of the authors we have named above, proves by elaborate argu-
mentation that such discipline is inadmissible in these days! The
Brahmins themselves have never stirred a finger to uphold the
purity of their order. It is, on the contrary, a favourite maxim
with them that moral transgression cannot affect the dignity of
one’s birth.  The cow, they say, does not forfeit its superiority even
if it take the most filthy food, nor can the swine partake of the cow’s
sanctity even if it feed on grass, herbs, and water. The only sin
which soils one’s Kulinism in their estimation, is an unequal
marriage ; but of this we shall have to speak in the sequel.
- The Kulins formed by Bullal Sen and afterwards enlarged
by Lukhmun Sen, were of diverse mels or orders. Of these
four were considered primary, and are still held in the highest
veneration. They took their designation from the places where
at their own request they were allowed to settle, and they are
to this day distinguished by the names of Fule, Khardah,
Sarvinandi, and Bullavi* In these orders were comprehended
the most meritorious of the descendants of the five colonists
from Kanouj; that is, the most virtuous of the Banerjeas, the
Chatterjeas, the Mookerjeas, the Ghosauls, and the Gangoolies.
Of the family of Butt Narayen,+ that is the Banerjea family,
two persons were raised, Maheswer and Makarand; of the
sons of Daksha, that is the Chatterjeas, Bahurup, and Arabind
were honoured; Utsava was the only member of the Mookerjea
family descended from Sriharsa that was distinguished; three
of the Ghosauls or sons of Chhander, viz. Ingad, Govardhan,
and Kanu, and two of the Gangoolies or descendants of
Vedgarva, viz. Shisho and Rodhaker were likewise exalted.
These were all the principal Kulins raised to dignity by king

* The author of the Kula Sara Sindhu says, that the distinction of mels was
subsequent to the institution of the Kuls, and was occasioned by the disparity of
qualifications exhibited by the various families that had alrcady been exalted. He
considers these divisions as marks of disgrace rather than of honour, and represents
in detail the delinquency of each family as the cause of its specific surname.

t There is considerable difference of opinion between authors as to the names and
number of the parties first created Kulins.
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Bullal, and they were designated either after one or other of
the four mels already named, or from the family to which they
were respectively attached. The Ghosauls and the Gangoolies
comprehended three other distinctive appellations after three
of their sons of fame, viz. Putitandi, Kanjilaul and Kunda.

Lukhman Sen, the son and successor of Bullal, followed up
and improved the heraldry instituted by his father, and enlarged
the names and orders of the Kuls to an enormous length. The
primary orders were left untouched. The inferior or secon-
dary mels were spun out into nearly thirty subdivisions. By
these intricate multiplications of high-sounding titles, the king
may have rendered himself Il)opular among his Brahmins, but
he benefited neither his family, his country, nor any body else,
except perhaps the Kulinsthemselvesand the Ghataks.* His pos-
terity were deserted by these very dignitaries on the approach of
Mehomed Bukhtyar at the head of his victorious army flushed
with the conquest of Behar. In his old age, the last prince of
the Sen dynasty was obliged to surrender his ecrown into the
hands of the Javans, and betake himself to an ignominious
flight. His sceptre was wrenched from his hand by the fol-
lowers of the impostor, and the land of the Kulins and Shrotriyas
was deprived of its independence and shorn of its glory. The
very reigns which had mustered such a dignified array of
newly-created titlest numbered the days of freedom and
liberty in Bengal, and introduced all the miseries of the iron
age, which the old sages are said to have predicted with such
piteous forebodings, and under which the country smarted for
many a tedious century.

Besides these Kulins, another order of Brahmins was hon-
oured in Bullal’s time, who were called the Skrotriyas. The
descendants of the five Kanouj Brahmins, though at first they
had avoided all intercourse with the Saptasati or aboriginal
Brahmins of Bengal, were subsequently induced to accept
their daughters as wives. The offspring of these marriages
were considered inferior to their fathers, but superior to their

* The Ghataks are the keepers of genealogical tables and judges of the relative
dignity of families. When proposals of marriage are stipulated, their books and
opinions are sought as a security against unequal or illegal contracts. Their ver-
dicts are generally considered as final and decisive.

t The principal orders of Kulins we have already mentioned. We may as well
name some of the inferior mels in this place :—Panditratny, Bangal, Surayee,
Acharya Sekhary, Chatta Raghaby, Parihall, Dehata, Dasharath Ghataky, Shab-
harajkhany, Maladarkhany, Achambeta, Chandrabaty, Baly, Kakutsthy, Raghab
Ghosaly, Bijoypandity, Sadanandakhany, Naria, Udharany, Chharyee. Whether
these appellations be musical or not, they give in their Roman dress sufficient trial
to our own guttural and palatial organs, and we are sure they will afford still better
pastime to our readers.
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mothers and maternal grand-sires. They had half the blood
of Kanouj, and were therefore esteemed superior to the
aboriginal priests, and they had half the blood of the Sap-
tasatis, and so were held inferior to their fathers. The most
meritorious of these persons the king honoured with the title
of Shrotriyas. They had this privilege among others, that
the Kulins might marry their daughters without prejudice to
their ranks., They have accordingly proved a connecting
link between the Kulins and the Saptasatis. Their houses
are the authorized nurseries for breeding wives for the exalted
Brahmins; and they take no small pride in reflecting on the
importance which this honour imparts to their class. They
are the appointed instruments of propagating the Kulins, of
whom they are both fathers-in-law and maternal grand-
fathers.

What enhances the value of this privilege is, that the Kulins
cannot marry women from any other families, not even from
the subordinate Kulins themselves, without degrading their
offspring. This brings us to the intricate laws of matrimony as
they are binding upon the Kulins. A transgression against
these laws is the only delinquency which can disable a titled
family. The effects of the disqualification cannot, however,
reach the delinquent himself, who continues in the full posses-
sion of his honours as long as he lives. It is his offspring who
suffer from this discipline of Brahminical heraldry.

The Kulins are strictly forbidden, on pain of forfeiting their
title, to receive wives from families that are inferior to them-
selves, with the exception of the Shrotriyas just mentioned.
When this rule is transgressed, although the delinquent him-
self does not suffer personally, his Zul is pronounced to be
broken or dissolved. He himself dies, as he was born, in
the enjoyment of his honour; but his offspring forfeit the
title, and the glory of the family becomes tarnished. It is
. impossible to conceive the reason for which the Brahmins have

- rendéred their kuls so invulnerable in other respects, and yet
so easily dissoluble by a lawful, though wunfashionable, union.
Whatever be the philosophy of the law, it has produced bene-
ficial effects. So exuberant are the Kuls, in consequence of
their descending equally to all legitimate sons, begotten through
multitudes of contemporaneous wives by the same fathers, that
whatever tends to thin their ranks must be considered a blessing
to the country. Such increasing swarms of lordly Brahmins
could not fail to be a pest to the people.

This disqualifying law has not stood a dead letter in works
on the Kuls. Occasions have often presented themselves for
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its execution. Matrimonial alliance with the Kulins has always
been an object of ambition with the Brahmins. Not only the
Shrotriyas, who are privileged by their very institution to bid
for titled sons-in-law, but the inferior orders too, are to this day
continually hunting after kuls to exalt their daughters by an
honourable union. The lordly Brahmins are naturally flattered
by this quest of their alliance, and do not fail to improve the
connubial market to their best advantage. Prices are set upon
their compliance in proportion to the demand, and to the risk
the bridegroom incurs of forfeiting his title for his posterity.
A Shrotriya can, for instance, prevail upon a Kulin to accept of
his daughter with a smaller fee than one of inferior connections.
In either case fees must be given before a wife will be received.
A Kulin would, however, prefer a Shrotriya to any other, be-
cause his title would in that case stand unsullied. But avarice
frequently overpowers hereditary pride. Larger bribes will
often purchase a son-in-law of the highest family for the most
despised classes. On such occasions the Zul is pronounced to
be incapable of further descent; and these cases are so frequent,
that unbroken kuls of the primary mels are now rarely to be met
with in many places.

Although an unequal marriage dissolves a person’s kul, his
immediate descendants are not at once classed with the Vansaj,
or common Brahmins. For four or five generations the recol-
lections of their ancestral dignity secure for the sons of a broken
Kulin great honour and distinction. They are treated like the
younger sons of a privileged family in England, who, though
they inherit not the title and the parliamentary seat, are in other
respects not only addressed as lords or honourables, but also re-
ceived in society as members of the nobility. The descendants
of a Kulin, even after the disruption of his Zul, are, for several
generations, considered superiors in rank and dignity. The
brightness and lustre of a noble family are supposed to be in-
capable of being tarnished at once and by a single act, though.
the days of its glory are then numbered, and nothing will re-
store it to its primitive greatness. The immediate offspring of
such a family are designated the sons of a Swakrita-bhanga, or
self-broken Kulin, and esteemed as a sccond grade or inferior
by one step only to untainted orders. The next generation is
esteemed as the third in rank, and inferior by #wo steps to the
highest class. This gradual deterioration continues unto the
fourth and fifth generations, after which the glory of the family
is obscured, and it sinks to the level of the commonalty. So
many families have now been thus shorn of their pretended
glory, that it is often difficult to find out unbroken kuls of the
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four primary mels. The present high Brahmins are chiefly those
of broken families of the second and third generations. Many
have already been induced to sacrifice their honours at the
shrine of their avarice. It is strange that of the many broken
kuls now in existence, though the cause has in every case been
an improper marriage, scarcely one is known to have been com-
promised from feelings of lowve.* 1In other countries, when
persons of distinction are induced to marry below their level,
the motive generally is personal attachment. With the Kulins
of Bengal the case is far different. Mammon, “ the least
erected spirit that fell,” is the god at whose altar they sacrifice
their titles.

The laws which regulate the marriage of Kulin females are
cruelly stringent. These must not, on any account, be given to
any but persons of an equal or superior grade. Neither the
Shrotriyas, nor any inferior order, can aspire to the hand of a
Kulin’s daughter. An indelible disgrace would be affixed upon
such a prostitution of a girl of birth and family. But her
hereditary honour becomes her heaviest misfortune. The
greatest difficulty is experienced in settling her in life. The
only circles from which a husband may be selected are in quest
everywhere and by everybody. To outbid the Shrotriyas and
others in the purchase of a noble bridegroom would require
larger funds than many a Kulin can commmand. The greatest
misery and distress are accordingly occasioned. To suffer a
young girl incapable of rational occupations and intellectual
amusements to remain in celibacy, would be to expose her vir-
tue to too severe an ordeal. An uncultivated mind, destitute
of the restraints by which education balances the animal pas-
sions, and unprotected by a husband’s tender care, must be
- subject to temptations of mno ordinary power. Unmarried
females in Christian communities, with the godly influences of
the Gospel to regulate their lives, and literary pursuits to
occupy and ennoble their thoughts, have often proved ornaments
to their sex. The case would be different in a heathen country,
and with minds untaught, and ignorant and unrestrained by
principles. No parent here dares to risk his daughter’s virtue
by allowing her to lead a single life. The institutions of Hin-
duism, too, denounce the fiercest anathemas against such con-
duct. The severest condemnation is passed upon a Brahmin
that neglects to get his daughter married before she completes
her tenth year. 'The most meritorious way of disposing her is
to present her at the hymeneal altar when she is eight years
old. The second best way is before her ninth year is terminated.

* We are of course not speaking of the age in which the %uls ware first instituted.
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At all events, her wedding should not be delayed beyond her
tenth year. Longer procrastination entails upon the delinquent
the guilt and infamny of infanticide. The distress and perplexity
of a poor Kulin when his daughter attains the marriageable
age are therefore inexpressible. He cannot give her away to
a less dignified person than himself for fear of a lasting dis-
grace. His equals and superiors will not receive her without
a large pan or dowry. To postpone the ceremony would be to
fall under the lash of the Shasters. In this difficulty, necessity
forces him often to procrastinate; and he prefers the silent
rebukes of Manu and Narada to the living reproaches of his
contemporaries. His only resource at last is to entreat some
old Kulin, who has already made several profitable bargains in
his life, to commiserate the misfortunes of an indigent fellow
dignitary, and by adding to his long list of monied wives
another piteous girl, to save a titled family from impending
ruin. Compassion to a suffering brother may induce the super-
annuated polygamist to extricate him from his deplorable
plight, especially since, at such an age, there is little prospect
of his making a more lucrative husbandry of himself. In this
way the Kulin father may free himself from his difficulty by
giving away his young daughter as an additional partner of a
decrepit brother dignitary. Parents have also been known, in
their distress and perplexity, to present their daughters, with
all the solemnities of a religious ceremony, to persons on their
deathbeds, in order to evade the Shastric condemnation of
suffering female offspring to remain asanscrita, or destitute of the
matrimonial sacrament, and to avert the odium of offering them
to inferior orders.

Kulinism is thus the very hotbed of Hindu polygamy, and
of all its attendant evils. Venality or pity towards dis-
tressed brethren incites these hungry nobles to multiply their
wives without number. The female suffering hereby occa-
sioned needs not be detailed. The Kulin bridegrooms can
scarcely keep house with their numberless wives, who are
therefore obliged to reside under the protection of their own
paternal relations. The husbands fix their head-quarters where
their fathers-in-law are rich enough to settle lands and houses
upon them, and sometimes visit the others in rotation. The
majority of their wives seldom chance to see them—never per-
haps share in their affection. To be tied to a hushand of so
many wives must of itself be a sufficient infliction; scarcely
ever to enjoy his society must be a still severer doom ; and yet
few Kulin girls are exempt from either misfortune. Many a
Kulin’s son cannot tell the exact number of his step-mothers

and half-brothers! :
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That there are happy exceptions, we have the highest -pleasure
in recording ; and this reflection is a great relief to the imagi-
nation. When a Kulin is well off in the world, and has with
his title inherited an adequate fortune, he abstains for the most
part from defiling himself by a disgraceful polygamy. It is
impossible not to take delight in contemplating these cases.
Such families are justly entitled to veneration for their ancient
distinction. They remind us of old times without disgusting
our feelings by unseemly and distressing spectacles. A second

reservative against Kulin polygamy is witnessed when opulent

hrotriyas and others purchase a noble bridegroom at a good
price, and then contrive to secure him from the temptation of
multiplying his wives. In extreme cases they proceed to the
length of obstructing the perpetration of such debasing acts by
intimidation, and even more violent measures. Many families
in Calcutta have in some such way procured monogamist hus-
bands for their daughters. T7:rdly, the Kuls, like other com-
munities, have also sometimes presented extraordinary examples
of virtuous men, who, from elevated principles and tender sus-
ceptibilities, have spared themselves the distraction, and their
wives and children the misery, inseparable from multitudinous
contemporaneous partners in life. Such instances are still more
entitled to our respect and admiration. They exhibit the triumph
of humanity over venality, and of conjugal affection over a
tempting and legalized concubinage. With these exceptions,
however, the Kuls are cruel engines of female misery and
degradation. Neither age nor debility dissuades a person from
contemplating new matrimonial contracts, and thereby sacrific-
ing fresh victims to his avarice or waywardness. Death alone
disables him from doing further mischief.

We cannot here help expressing our wonder at the readiness
with which the Hindus of Bengal almost universally submit
to this vicious institution, when the most orthodox and bigoted
cannot plead any higher authority for its perpetuation than -
that of a mere temporal sovereign,—himself not a Brahmin.
Where divine sanctions are pretended we may pity the igno-
rance, but cannot rudely assail the motive, however mistaken,
or vilify the piety, however false. While, for instance, we can
weep over the fanaticism and monstrous cruelty which exposed
the infant or burnt the widow, we cannot severely vituperate
the zeal which promoted it, though against knowledge. But
the establishment of %uls is on all hands acknowledged to have
been long posterior to the pretended age of Brahminical revela-
tions. Neither Menu nor Vyas, neither the Shruti nor the
Smriti have authorized the laws and rules of the Kulins and

VOL. II. C
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the Shrotriyas* A monarch of the medical tribe—itself a
Sanker caste—legalized by his royal patent this degrading in-
stitution. And yet with the human knowledge of this human
origin, the learned and unlearned, the educated and the un-
educated, bend their necks without complaint or murmur to
the galling yoke, and are content to undergo the suffering and
misery with which it richly abounds. Neither the tender sus-
ceptibilities of the husband and the father, nor the ennobling
principles of the scholar and the philosopher, are found suffi-
cient for curing the evil. The heart-rending cries of female.
victims, and the soft suggestions of knowledge and education,
yea, and the powerful voice of justice and humanity are silenced
with equal ease by the charms of the almost talismanic instru-
ment of Bullal’s invention.

The kuls of which we have hitherto been speaking are of the
Rariya Brahmins, so called from the locality where they settled,
and distinguished by the favours which Bullal and his son had
heaped upon them. But there is another class of Brahmins
likewise descended from the five Kanouj emigrants, who have
also similar distinctions among themselves. The Sagnic Brah-
mins, whom Adisur had naturalized in Bengal, were held in
the highest estimation all over the country, and the superior
sacrificial feast celebrated with so much pomp and grandeur at
which this holy fraternity officiated, had attracted the notice,
and almost excited the envy, of all surrounding princes. Bir-
mallah,+ in particular, the king of Barender, felt emulous of
the glory which Adisur, his son-in-law, had acquired by his
solemn festivities, and desired to impart a similar lustre to his
own dominions by celebrating an equally splendid sacrifice
himself. He accordingly applied to the king of Gour for five
Brahmins of the Kanouj family, who might realize this object,

* The words Kul and Shrotriya occur in the Shasters, but there they mean good

Sfamily and familiarity with the Vedas, in a general way. The establishment of
the orders and the specific determination of the mels are universally acknowledged
to be of modern invention. ‘

+ The traditions respecting the five Brahminical emigrants from Kanouj, and the
sacrificial feast celebrated by Adisur, as well as Bullal’s reputed parentage from
him, involve several improbabilities and contradictions, which it is impossible to
clear or explain, If Adisur procured only five priests from Kanouj for solemnizing
his contemplated ceremony, how could he immediately upon its complétion, that is,
within a few months of their arrival, get five more of the same stock tospare for his
father-in-law. And how could the descendants of these exotic priests multiply so
rapidly in the course of one reign, if he was the reputed father and immediate
predecessor of Bullal, in whose time, we are told, these Brahmins had filled the
country. All this forces us to conclude that Bullal was one of his remote descend-
ants, as the author of the Raja balee maintains, who calls him the son of Dhisen,
and that Birmalla applied for the five sacerdotal grants at a much later period.

Nor could this last named prince, if the Brahmins removed to Barender at his
instance, have been the father-in-law of Adisur.
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and naturalize themselves in his kingdom. Adisur acceded to
his father-in-law’s wishes, and presented him with five priestly
grafts from his Kanouj stock. These Brahmins, thus separated
from their brethren, received the designation of Barenders from
the province where they settled, and gradually became entirely
a distinet class. The descendants of the first emigrants were
thus divided into two branches,—the Rariyas and the Barenders,
which eventually considered themselves as separate races, and
refused all manner of alliance and intercourse among them-
selves, either by marriage or the interchange of hospitality.

The royal patron of the Barenders did not fail to imitate
the example of his friend of Gour in creating Kulins and
Shrotriyas among his Brahmins. Eight families were distin-
guished by the former honourable title, and eight by the latter.
The Moitras, the Bhims, the Rudras, the Sandels, the Lahurys,
the Sdahobs, the Bhaders, and the Bhaduris, were made Kulins:
—the Karanjans, the Nandabasis, the Nauris, the Atars, the
Bhandashalis, the Kamdebs, the Champatis, and the Jhampatis,
were reckoned as Shrotriyas. This classification must have
been made at a later period, when the five grafts had ramified
into many families. -

Bullal Sen was not satisfied with honouring the most de-
serving of his priests. He instituted Kulinships among the
Kayasthas also. These were the descendants of the third
twice-born order by females of the servile caste, and filled an
intermediate grade between the regenerated and the slaves.
Intermarriages among the several castes, though not en-
couraged, were tolerated in the first ages of Hinduism. The
superior orders were indeed prohibited from giving their
daughters to their inferiors, but they were allowed to accept
wives from their ranks. The offspring of these mixed mar-
riages were called Sankers, or half-castes, who were considered
a distinet race from their fathers and mothers. The mixed
tribes thus produced had attracted notice as early as the days
of Menu, who distinctly mentions them as separate orders,
and legislates for them in his institutes. The Sankarmdla,
a chapter in the Pardshara Paddhati, one of the works at
the head of this article, expressly treats on this subject,
describing the original, and defining the professions of these

ople.

PGTILG five priestly emigrants from Kanouj were accompanied
by five servants or followers. Sriharsa was attended by Maka-
randa Ghose,—Chhander by Dasharatha Bose,—Daksha by
Kalidas Mitter,—Narayen by Purushottam Dutt, and Ved-

: c 2 ~
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garva by Dasharatha Guha.* These five servants were the
progenitors of the most respectable Kayasthas of Bengal,
known among Europeans, and described in the Sankarmala as
the writer caste, living by their pens. The royal munifience of
Bullal was not exhausted by the honours he distributed among
the Brahmins. He proceeded to distinguish their followers
too. But as the highest privilege of the unregenerated classes
was to acknowledge vassalage to the regenerate, the king in-
quired of the Kayasthas whether they professed servitude to
the Brahmins. Ghose, Bose and Mitter, made a plenary
confession of their dependence on the twice-born, and declared
themselves absolutely and unreservedly their servants and
bondsmen. This abject submission was naturally gratifying
to a monarch who fawned on the priests, and patents were
immediately issued, conferring the title of Kulins on the
Ghoses, the Boses, and the Mitters. Dutt was not equally
compliant. He evinced an independent or refractory spirit,
and refused to enroll himself in the list of vassals to the
Brahmins. He professed only to have accompanied the Sag-
nic emigrants from Kanouj, but repudiated the idea of villein-
age to any body. This sensitiveness was considered a sufficient
reason for withholding the royal favour from him. His senti-
ments of personal independence, and his descent from the
Kanouj stock, were, however, so far appreciated as to procure
for him the privilege of intermarrying with his more fortunate
_ brethren. The poor Guha preved the most unlucky. The
very mention of his family appellation reminded the monarch
of his name-sake, the king of the Chandals spoken of in the
Ramayana ; and this unhappy association prejudiced him most
sadly in the estimation of the whole royal court. His origin
was considered suspicious, and a degree was conferred upon
him, rendering him noble only among the Bangaj or aboriginal
Kayasthas.

In order to represent at one view the peculiar features of
this privileged creature of Bullal’s policy, forming the subject
of the present article, we shall here fill up some of the pre-
ceding outlines, and make a faint exhibition of the Kulin's
many-coloured life and character. The word Kulin suggests
to an oriental mind, the idea of a high-caste and well-bred,
though not necessarily a wealthy Brahmin,—born, probably,
under the protection of his maternal relatives, and apparent

* The relative servitude of these Kayasthas is somewhat differently stated in the
Raja bali of Mrityunjaya.—Sriharsa is there represented as the master of Kalidas
Mitter, Chhander of Purushottam Dutt, Daksha of Dasharatha Bose, Bhutt Narayen
of Makarand Ghose, and Vedgarva of Dasharatha Guha.
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heir of moveables and immoveables, rather by right of his
mother than of his father. We do not of course mean that he
inherits his Kulin escutcheon from his mother, or ker progenitors.
But we may fairly suppose him to be more tenderly fondled by
his maternal than his paternal uncles, and to contract greater
intimacy with his cousins by the mother’s than the father’s
side. If happily he comes into the world as the first-born of
his father’s best-loved wife, he fortunately enjoys a larger share
of his affections than his step-brothers. But whether he
chances to be his father's pet or not, he is sure to be his
mother’s. Her fondest hopes are concentrated in him. Her
imagination kens nothing but scenes of brightness and lustre
in his future auspicious career in the world. She will not be
able to tell anybody what she expects him to be,—still less can
her fancy chalk out the line or the profession she hopes he
may successfully follow ;—but she often dreams of the golden
stars by which he will, perchance, adorn the escutcheon of the
family—the splendour of wealth and reputation by which he
may ornament the dignity of his birth. She feels herself al-
ready transformed from the wife of a heartless, and perhaps
vagrant and beggarly polygamist, into the mother of an affec-
tionate and illustrious son.

In common with all Hindu boys, our infant Kulin is reli-
giously introduced at the age of five to a family tutor, and be-
gins to handle the Khari* under his direction. He has now to
go over his alphabet regularly once every day, and to repeat
his arithmetical tables after the dictating guru. This is, how-
ever, no heavier burden than all his little friends of the higher
orders have to sustain. But the peculiar dignity of his parent-
age subjects him to the additional labour of mastering a dry+
catalogue of jaw-crashing epithets, catechetically taught him,
respecting the origin and distinction of his family. He is
called upon to remember the names of his fathers for several
generations : their mel, their gotra, the venerable founders of
their family, and various other jargon, which he neither under-
stands nor cares for, and to which his articulating organ can
scarcely give utterance. About the age of nine or ten he is

* A species of chalk with which Hindu boys are made to form the letters of their
alphabet.

t The catechism in which the young Kulin is orally instructed is a curious piece
of fond tradition. The following are some of its questions and answers : —Q. How
long have you and your ancestors been Brahmins? 4. As long as the sun and the
moon have been in existence. Q. Can you prove this? A. Yes—Yavat merusthite
devé, yavat Gangd mahitale, chandrarko gagane yavat, tavat Vipra Kule vayam ;—
—we are as ancient a family of Brahmins as the gods on Mount Meru—as the

Ganges on the earth—as the sun and the moon in the sky. Q. What are the quali-
fications of a Kulin? A. Good manners, &c., as given in a former page.
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sacramentally invested with the holy string which marks the
Brahmin, and which induets him to his birthright privilege of
receiving the homage and adoration of those around him. The
self-complacent pride which this investiture produces is, how-
ever, associated with a smart operation which, in kis age, he
dislikes as much as he likes to be considered a god incarnate.
At his consecration his ears must be bored through with sharp
needles, and the holes kept open by the insertion of pins or
ear-rings. His consecration renders him eligible for the other
Sanskar, or sacrament of marriage. And now the eyes of
Ghatakas are turned towards him. These are Brahmins who
live, as has been described in a previous note, by procuring and
promoting matrimonial contracts between different parties. A
Kulin’s connection is always in quest, especially while a bache-
lor; and these negotiators of marriage-treaties find a character
of this kind a profitable instrument to work by. Neither do
the relations of the bridegroom fail to make the most they can
of the opportunity. Before he is perhaps full fourteen—often
when still younger—the troth is made in his name, the treaty
signed, the ceremony performed, and the boy of fourteen is
tied to and made to sleep with a girl of eight! If the bride’s
friends be wealthy, and can secure his person in their own
house, the boy is preserved from the further intrigues of Ghata-
kas, and from the toils of polygamy. If he continues to reside
under his paternal, or rather maternal roof, he is constantly in
danger of being ensnared into a second and third marriage.
His own inclination or interest may also lead him, when of age,
to add a few more names to his list of wives. The Kulin is
seldom satisfied with one wife at a time ; he generally owns a
number. It is difficult, however, owing to no public registra-
tion of Hindoo marriages, to calculate an average of the num-
ber. We have authentic information of a person marrying,
within the last century, no fewer than 180 wives, and we know
persons that have had as many as twenty. We also know, and
cheerfully confess, on the other hand, that several have repu-
diated altogether the privilege of multiplying their wives. We
may, however, safely say, that polygamy is the rule among the
Kulins, notwithstanding our inability to give an exact average
number of their wives.
. To feed many wives, or to keep a quiet house with so man
jealous and sensitive rivals, is no easy work. The Kulin 1s
therefore obliged to allow them to ltve in their paternal man-
sions, and selects the richest or the fairest to keep house with
himself. The others he can only visit occasionally ; and, when
he does so, he finds the visitation not altogether unprofitable.
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'He seldom undertakes these journeys without substantial tokens
of attachment from his wives’ relations. If his general resi-
dence or head-quarters be fixed in or near the metropolis, he
pursues some avocation for bettering his circumstances in life.
The priestly profession—at least that branch of it which may
. be likened to the curacies in England, with large flocks but
scanty subsistence, he seldom undertakes. The office of such
humble parochial ministers is not held in high repute among
the proud Brahmins of India. The Sankarmdla, which we
have placed as one of the titles of this article, allots to it the
sizth rank in society, below two of the lower and one sankar
orders themselves. The Kulin aspires to the situation of a
gentleman at large ; and even if the title he inherits by his birth
be a mere empty honour, and he be forced to subsist upon the
bounty of his wife’s relations, he never foregoes his ambition
30 retrieve his fortune, nor gives up his fond notions of self-
ignity.

gThey Kulin’s visits to most of his wives being few and far
between, the moral influence of his absence from them has gene-
rally been supposed to be subversive of their conjugal fidelity.
The supposition does not, perhaps, proceed from a wilful disre-
gard of charity, but it is a certain sign of great ignorance, with
reference to the domestic lives of the Hindus. Sexnal impurity
is, it is true, scarcely considered a sin in the males ; but in females
nothing is held more execrable or abominable. The unhappy
inhabitants of houses of ill fame are looked upon as the most
degraded of the human species. A Hindu, however dissipated
himself, would sooner destroy than tolerate a wife of the least
moral stain in his house. The women, too, except perhaps in
the lowest ranks of society, consider matrimonial faithfulness as
their first and paramount duty, notwithstanding the irregulari-
ties to which their husbands may be addicted. It is, in fact,
the only virtue which they care to preserve, and to the unspot-
ted maintenance of which their whole hearts are devoted. But
this reflection, so honourable to the wife, renders the guilt of
the wayward husband proportionably aggravated.

Though the sexual virtue of the Hindu female generally
stands proof against temptation, the system which allots to her
but a share, sometimes a very inconsiderable share, of her hus-
band’s affections, and which virtually decoys him away from her
company, cannot be too indignantly reprobated. The Kulin
: gﬁlygamist, who wanders from one wife’s house to another, can

ave no taste of domestic comfort, and is scarcely susceptible of
the tender emations of our nature. He can neither be a good
husband nor a good father.
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But in our anxiety to preserve uninterrupted the thread of
our Kulin narrative, we are committing, perhaps, a more that
venial trespass against the learned Bhattacharyas, whose works
are superscribed at the head of this essay. The genealogical
tables by Dhrubananda Misra are held in the greatest repute in
Bengal. They contain the names of the different kuls and their
members from the time of their settlement by Bullal, Lakhman
and Devibara, and are considered as authorised judges of family
pretensions. Those by Vachaspati Misra, though they are not be-
fore us at this moment, are also received as decisive authorities.
But Dhrubananda and Vachaspati, like many other judges and
doctors, are sometimes found to disagree among themselves. On
such occasions, if all attempts to reconcile these authors prove
ineffectual, private individuals are obliged to decide for them-
selves. But wherever the masters of heraldry are consentient,
the Brahmins exclude private judgment with the same vehe-
mence with which Romanists denounce individual opinions
against their pretended catholicity. Those, however, who are
singly subject to error and inaccuracy, may, in certain cases, be
so collectively too, for a series of fallibles will not amount to a
constructive infallibility ; and where an exemption from mistakes
and misapprehensions cannot be proved from higher evidences,
one can scarcely be called self-opinionated in suspecting the
correctness, either of the Indian Ghatakas or of the Popish
saints, especially since both have been over zealous of exposing
their fables and genealogies to the public gaze.

The Kula-Sara-sindhu is an able, though not an authorized
work on the Kuls, containing a delineation of their laws, and
giving the genealogy of the Banerjeas. The author disclaims
all pretensions to the veneration claimed by the Ghatacks, or
any desire of superseding the professions and sharing in their fees.
He writes at the request of his personal friends, who had
looked for a discursive treatise on the subject from his pen.
The Mukhuti- Kula-vernana is a simple genealogy of the Muker-
jeas, compiled by some private individual, and valuable to these
families as a work for reference. ’

The Historical Fragment we have quoted, is a valuable and
interesting composition. We have styled it a Fragment, both
because it chronicles events only in a passing way, and as an
introduction to a dry genealogy of the Kulins, and because we
" are at this moment in possession of a fraction alone of the work.
It commences anonymously with a high eulogium on the dig-
nity of the Brahminical caste. It is more meritorious, accord-
ing to this author, to recount the virtues of the twice-born than
the exploits of the gods themselves. Sandilya, Kashyapa, Sa-
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varna, and others appear here in more brilliant colours than
Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva. Rama, Porusharama, Judhisthira,

Vikramaditya, and all other crowned heads had delighted to
honour and worship the Brahmins, and endowed them with
the sovereignty of the world under them. The age of Adisur
is next described. The poetic author gives a somewhat diffe-
rent account of the occasion which introduced the priestly
emigrants into Bengal, than what we have delivered in the
preceding pages, and what is generally received in the present
day. The king of Gour is represented as aspiring to the empire
of the world, and despatches messengers to his brother of
Benares to demand homage and tribute. A wordy demonstra-
tion of power, and a pretension of authority founded upon
rhetoric, seldom prevail in turning an independent monarch
into a tributary vassal ;—nor would the sceptred lord of Shiva’s
own capital —the mansion of the gods, superior to Heaven itself
—readily acknowledge fealty to the chief of a lower province,
treated with solemn contempt in the ancient shasters, or recog-
nised only as the unenviable haunt of savages and wild beasts.
Even a British Governor-General of India, with all his guns
and cannons, found it no smooth work, at a subsequent period,
to mulet a Rajah of Benares. The feeling generated in the
mind of Beer Sing, on the demand of tribute by Adisur, was
accordingly unmingled pity at the infatuated ambition of an
ignorant and upstart Bengalee. Even the priests in that cternal
city knew the tactics of wars, and were masters of state policy.
The Brahmins had been inured to the use of warlike imple-
ments as dexterously as their sacrificial grass and incense. The
ambassador was put to the blush and returned to Gour. He
portrayed in glowing colours the majesty and glory of the
celestial city, the Brahmins whereof, unlike the pigmy priests
of Bengal, proved impregnable bulwarks by the power of their
superior sanctity and military skill. The king of Gour was
struck by the report of his emissaries, and resolved to wipe
away the disgrace of his country, and increase its strength and
magnificence by procuring a supply of Sagnic priests from
Benares. Five Brahmins were thus invited down to Bengal,
whose names and gotras were the same as we have before
related, and the king settled on them and their posterity five
of the most pleasant districts in his dominions.

“ The Kulins of Bullal’s creation are also differently numbered
in the Fragment from the Misra’s works. Of the sons of Bhutt
Narayen (the Banerjeas) six are said to have been originall

- made Kulins and ten Shrotriyas ; of Daksha’s sons (the Chat-
terjeeas) four Kulins and eleven Shrotrivas; of Chhander’s
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(the Ghoosalls) six Kulins and four Shrotriyas; of Sriharasa’s
(the Mookerjeas) three Kulins and one Shrotriya ; of Vedgar-
va’s (the Gongoolys) three Kulins and eight Shrotriyas. Al-
though contrary to the common belief, the narrations of the
Fragment appear more probable than the generally received
traditions. It is more consonant to reason that a king should
be induced, from political motives, to invite and honour the
exotic Brahmins aforesaid, than that he should disoblige his
native priests, and set his heart upon the Sagnics for the purpose
of a sacrificial banquet. Bullal, too, is herein mentioned only
as one of the successors of Adisur, without being definitely
represented as his own son or immediate successor. This
harmonizes better than the popular legends with the suppo-
sition, that the descendants of the emigrant Brahmins had
multiplied largely when the kuls were created. The Fragment
also asserts, what no one dares contradict, that while the shasters
speak of Gotras and other Brahminical distinctions, they do
not uphold the system of the Kulins, which is entirely a fabri-
cation of Bullal's own head. The Sankarmala, to which we have
made reference at the head of these remarks, helps to establish
this latter point beyond the possibility of a doubt. This is a
little work attributed to Bhriguram, one of the incarnations of
the Deity, and the peculiar patron of the Brahmins. It treats
of the origin of the many castes into which Hindu society is
now divided. TFour races alone are recognised as coéval with
the creation and of divine institution. All others are pronouneed
to be half-castes, or the offspring of mixed parents, This
amounts to the depreciation of all Hindoo orders as Sankars,
except the Brahmins and the Kshetriyas ; for there is no dis-
tinct classes now extant of pure Voishyas and Sudras, We
are hereby reminded of a remark which the Bengalee versifier,
Ram Chunder, to whose production we shall presently turn,
makes in his ballads. He hesitates, from a feeling of delicacy,
to treat too minutely of the inferior and degraded Kulins. The
Gods, says he, are pleased when their rise is celebrated ; men are
offended when their originals are described. 'The Sankarmala
justifies this sensitiveness, if it exist anywhere. To depict the
vast majority of a people as the illegitimate issue of a quasi
spurious union, is an insult to the whole nation, if not to
humanity itself. Strange, that the Hindus submit to this
" daring insolence of their haughty priesthood.

Our object, however, in quoting the Sankarmala, is to show
that the order of Kulins 1s unknown and unrecognised in works
of any antiquity. While all other orders and castes are minutely
described, and their origin accounted for, no mention is made
at all of the Auls of Bullal’s institution.
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The metrical composition in Bengalee, the last work which
heads this article, treats of the history of Adisur and Bullal,
with a full admixture of the marvellous and the romantiec, and,
what disgraces all Bengalee versifiers, of the indecent and the
impure. Adisur is represented as originally a Gandharva, and
his wife as a fairy attendant on the Goddess Doorga ;—bLoth
condemned afterwards for an unlawful intimacy formed in
Heaven to bear the burden of human existences as husband
and wife under the sun. The banishment of the queen, a few
months before her parturition, the nativity of Bullal in a forest,
the emigration of the Brahmins, the solemnity of the sacrifice,
the formation of the Kulins, are all described substantially, as
we have already represented, but with the wild exuberances of
an extravagant and unchastened fancy. Note, for instance,
the following story :—The animal selected for the burnt offerin
gets loose and betakes itself to the forest, where the king’s son
passed his infancy solitary and unknown. Bullal takes a fancy
for the beast and adopts 1t for domestication. The pursuers of
the deer from the royal household are repulsed by the Sylvan
infant. Servants after servants repair to the forest, but fail to
redeem the beast from Bullal’s custody. The exigences of
the sacrifice required that identical animal, and a detachment
is ordered under the command of officers and nobles,—but to
no purpose. Bullal overthrows them all. The report of this
Lilliputian hero fills the whole country with consternation.
He is taken for a supernatural asura or giant incarnate, who
must be hunted down for the security of the kingdom. The
monarch, with all his royal guests, arms for the battle. DBullal
overpowers them all and kills the king. The news of Adisur’s
death afflicts the banished queen, at whose intercession the
king is miraculously restored to life. The father, mother, and
son then recognise each other and return to Gour.

The preceding sketch of Kulinism sufficiently depicts its
baneful effects on society. Polygamy is almost inseparable
from its continuance. By contracting the circle from which to
select husbands for the females of distinguished families, and
by presenting over-powering temptations to the males to marry
ad infinitum and beyond their own spheres. it forces parents to
bind several wives under the yoke of a common husband. This
necessity becomes the sterner and the more pressing because
of the positive prohibition of female celibacy in the Shasters.
The rules of Kulinism are accordingly fairly chargeable with
all the evils of a gross polygamy which it necessitates and
fosters. So long as these rules are not revised or the institu-
tion itself disregarded, female degradation must be perpetuated ;
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and since the condition of the one sex exercises a sympathetic
influence upon the other, no scheme of general social improve-
ment in Bengal can take effect while this system continues.
The males too of the Vansaj families are greatly inconvenienced
by the institution of the kuls. So eager is every father to pro-
cure a noble son-in-law, that persons destitute of titles are held
at a discount in the matrimonial market, and experience great
difficulty in finding wives for themselves. They cannot of
course aspire to the hands of Kulin girls; and those of their
own ranks are often turned from them by the excessive demand
for Kulin alliances. While therefore the daughters of distin-
guished families are not available for the common Brahmins,
those of the latter are frequently offered to the former. The
Vansaj are therefore almost invariably puzzled how to procure
partners in life,—and are obliged to present pecuniary induce-
ments, in order to divert their equals from their thoughts of
forming Kulin connexions. The disastrous influence of Kulin-
ism thus reaches beyond its own ranks, and turns holy matri-
mony into a profane question of premiums and discounts, even
in the case of the Vansaj Brahmins.

That the system will ever be amended by its own friends it
would be preposterous to hope. The leading Brahmins are too
closely interested in its perpetuation to be supposed capable of
wishing its abolition or even modification. For the removal of
the disease, the mind naturally turns to the slow progress of
Christianized sentiments now spreading rapidly, at least in the
metropolis and large cities, by the dissemination of IEnglish
education. The Hindus, even in their unconverted state, appear
capable of appreciating the superior excellence of the evangeli-
cal maxims concerning marriage and divorce; nay, many have
already begun to go the length of openly acknowledging the
moral impropriety of owning more than one wife at the same
time. The progress of such sentiments must gradually throw
polygamy into disrepute, and concentrate the sympathies of the

eople in behalf of its unfortunate victims. This will sooner or
{;ter prove a mortal blow to the kuls, which must fall under the
weight of their own enormities.

As Christian observers, however, we look forward to still
happier days. It is when this magnificent empire shall, from
_the mountains in the north to the mighty ocean in the south,
acknowledge and revere the truth as it is in Jesus, that its long
and melancholy night of humiliation and affliction shall vanish
before the Sun of Righteousness rising with healing on his wings.
The gospel may be justly esteemed the true panacea for the sorest
of human distempers. Not only the corrupt fabric of degenerate
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Kulinism, but all systems of iniquity shall crumble to the dust
under the divine ascendency of Christianity. From the most
galling of all yokes, the ¢ruth has already set a vast portion of
the human race free. The triumphs it has achieved in Europe
it is also capable of achieving in Asia. The female deliverance
it has caused elsewhere by driving polygamy from human
society, and defining the relative duties of husband and wife,
it may and shall bring about in India, in the same manner and
by the same means. Yes, the day shall come when the voice
of truth shall be carried with power into the hearts and con-
science of the natives around us;—when the institutions of error
shall fall like the walls of Jericho at the sound of the evan-
gelical trumpet. The mind, now held captive by idolatry and
superstition, shall then be reclaimed from its inglorious servi-
tude, and false distinctions of human invention be dissipated by
the breath of Catholic feeling and the generous sympathies of
an enlarged benevolence. The Brahmin and the Chandala,
* Kulins, Sudras, and women shall then worship at the same
altar, eat of the same bread,—drink of the same cup,—with
one mind and soul, and in one holy communion as the members
of one household, and the servants and followers of one God
and Father.

But this in God’s own time. Meanwhile Christians must
labour, both clergy and laity, to hasten this consummation.
The Government, too, must redeem their Christian character
by adapting their measures to the moral improvement of their
subjects. We do not ask them to declare a Crusade, like the
Templar and other knights of old, against idolatry and un-
christian systems. The Gospel repudiates the use of the
temporal sword in coercing a visible reception of its ordinances.
The over-heated zeal of an apostle himself was rebuked by its
own founder, for wielding such weapons in his cause. No,—
let slaughtering instruments be confined to the ecclesiastical
armoury of those who pretend to be successors of St. Peter—
but represent his infirmities only, and are real imitators of the
peculiar mode of his attack on the high priest’s servant. But
there are other ways in which the civil power can forward the
progress of truth. It can throw its moral influence into the
scale. Itcan manifest a higher respect than it has yet done
for intellectual AND spiritual qualifications in its selection of edu-
cational agents. It can pronounce open infidelity in any shape or
Jorm to be a disabling character in aspirants after its tutorships
and professorships. It can unlock for the rational contempla-
tion of its students the rich stores of sacred literature and
apologefic divinity which adorn the Englishman’s library. It
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can relieve some of the best and holiest productions of Euro-
pean authorship from the odium of its index expurgatorius, and
}E:»)roclaim liberty to such ornaments of the English language as

aley, Butler, Stillingfleet, Bp. Newton, Barrow, Tillotson,
Sherlock, Hartwell, Horne, Keith, Campbell, Chalmers, and a
host of others, now held tongue-tied in an iniquitous captivity
in its colleges and schools. It can thankfully acknowledge and
gratefully declare before its ignorant subjects, by means of its
public instructors, the wonderful effects of Christianity in the
west, to which itself is indebted for the power and supremacy
in the east.

We shall in conclusion revert to the subject which constitutes
the title of this article, and state what we believe to be the duty
of Government with reference to the evils of this system. We
do not mean to suggest the propriety of abolishing, by a single
act an order which a crowned head had as summarily founded
some centuries ago. Bullal’s endowment of the kuls will not
justify his English successors in forcibly sequestering their -
properties. We do not wish the Kulins to be pursued with fire
and sword like the knights-templars of old. But the supreme
government can surely restrain their polygamy by defining it
to be a punishable crime, as well in the native as in the British
subject. Lord William Bentinck’s administration was signal-
ized by the deliverance of the Suttee from the flames of a
violent self-immolation. Sir Henry Hardinge’s vice-royalty
may also have an auspicious commencement by female relief
from the unhappiness of sharing a husband with a multitude
of co-partners. The institutions of Hinduism do mnot enjoin
polygamy as a positive duty. They merely tolerate it, as they
tolerate many other evils. The prohibition of what they do
not command cannot amount to an interference with the Brah-
minical religion. The abolition of Suttee, which the Shasters
encouraged and recommended, though not imperatively re-
quired, has been judicially defined by the king in council to be
no violent contravention of the Hindu religion.. The commis-
sion of perjury occasionally allowed by the Hindu sages, is
also held justly punishable in the Company’s Courts. Why
should Bigamy and Polygamy be entitled to a franchise?
Bigamy is criminal in a European;—why should a native be
privileged to commit it with impunity? His abstinence from

“1t cannot affect his religion ;—why then should he be licensed
to sacrifice the happiness and comforts of the female sex? If
the system of Kulinism suffer from its prohibition, that will be
no more than a restraint upon a degenerate order, which every
one acknowledges to be an earthly and human faBrication.
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The tolerant character of the British Government cannot
thereby be compromised. The present holders of the Indian
sceptre have never pledged themselves to keep up the effi-
ciency of all their Hindu predecessors’ enactments,—they are
certainly not bound to respect the institutions of Bullal Sen,
represented by the Hindus themselves as a prince of a Sanker
caste. The natives themselves will hail in a body an act of
legislation, by which their daughters will be saved from the
misery and wretchedness of commanding a portion only of
their husband’s affections. For humanity’s sake, then, let poli-
gamy be proscribed. The wife has a right to the undivided
ssession of the husband; and since Hinduism does not op-
pose, and the people are disposed to be friendly, let her ery for
justice be listened to in the Council Chamber and redress
afforded by a legislative act of the Supreme Government.

Note BY THE EDITOR.

Although, for obvious reasons, it is no part of our design either to name or
in any way, directly or indirectly, to indicate the writers of the several
articles in our Review, we cannot on the present occasion deny ourselves the
pleasure of stating that the foregoing article was written, as it now stands, b
a native of India, once a Kulin Brahmin, and now a minister of the Church
of England. We mention this, not for the purpose of stamping the article
with an undoubted authenticity, though the fact of its being the work of one
who was himself a member of the Kulin brotherhood, must greatly enhance
its absolute value ; but with the object of affording, more especially to the
reader in England, a noble illustrative proof—worth a score of elaborate
reports—of the effect which may be wrought by Epucarion upon the Hindu
mind. Viewed as the unaided work of a native of Bengal, the article, apart
from its intrinsic merits as the best and most elaborate essay yet written on a
subject of deep interest to the friends of humanity, will be considered not
only a literary curiosity (better composition have we rarely seen, out of a
writer's own vernacular), but a cheering evidence of good work actually done
and a proof of what may be done—what, we hope, in good time will be done
—by well-directed educational efforts, to change the nature of the people
among whom we are permitted by Providence to dwell. 'We do not wish it
to be understood that this article is an average sample of the produce of
English education in the East—O st sic omnia/ We merely state that it is
the unaided work of one who was, not many years ago, a Kulin Brahmin ;
and we desire our readers to accept it as an illustration, not so much of what
has been done, but of what under certain favourable circumstances of head
and heart may be done, by that great remedial agent to which we must look
for the cure of all the evils which have for centuries desolated Hindustan.
To the discussion of this vast subject of Education we shall ere long address
ourselves, endeavouring to show in the first place what has actually been
done, and we think ourselves fortunate in being able, before entering upon
the subject, to show, not by any speculations of our own, but by an exhibition
of the ripest fruits of Education, what may be done by the labours of the
husbandm#in on this most luxuriant soil. )
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Art. I1.—1. The Science of National Defence, with reference to
India, accompanied by a Map, §c. §c.—by Frederich Corbyn.
Calcutta : Thacker and Co.

2. The East India Register, for 1844. London, Allen and Co.
3. Allen’s Map of India, from the latest surveys. London, 1844.

IN many learned volumes, more or less empirical, we have
an infinite variety of ‘ sure means of preserving health.” New
remedies for all the abundant evils to which frail flesh is heir
start into being every day, and doctors and disciples are so
numerous in their diversities, and so strong in their convietions,
that the marvel is, with so many infallible specifies, there is still
so much human woe. The health which we are thus taught to
preserve, after a variety of fashions so endless that it is difficult
to escape following some one of them by chance, is the health
of man as an individual unit; the health of man, in those
thousands and tens of thousands and hundreds of thousands
which constitute nations, is not so tenderly cared for; nor so
assiduously watched ; nor are such varied efforts made to pre-
serve it. Still, ever and anon national remedies, for the cure
of national diseases, are exhibited with an amount of confidence
which we may call dogmatism ; and whilst the wise men are
quarrelliing over their theories, the world is left very much to
itself to suffer, uncared for and unrelieved. With the endless
catalogue of ailments, which afllict a nation, as an individual,
we have, in this place, nothing to do. In imitation of the
medical writers of the present day, who now, for the most part,
consider one organ and one disease, sufficient matter for an
elaborate treatise, we direct our attention to one especial item of
the great catalogue of national calamities. Peace is notin itself
national health ; but without it there can be no national health ;
and who will deny that the sage, who should write a treatise
on the “ true means of preserving peace,”—really exhibiting
what it professes to exhibit—would entitle himself to a statue
of gold in every city of the universe. There is no prospect,
we fear, of such a consummation; but we have rival political
schools, each propounding with an air of more or less infalli-
bility its own profound dogmata ; and often looking on with
marvellous unconcern, whilst great battles are fought, and
"countries desolated in spite of their never-failing specifics. The
two great schools may be described as the irritative and sedative
schools. The former, proceeding upon the broad principle
of the homeeopathists, that similia similibus curantur, contend
that war can only be cured by war—that it is necessary to make
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war in order to preserve peace. The other lays down, with no
more misgivings than its antagonist, the more desirable and
encouraging doctrine, that war does not check, but generate
war; that peace ever engenders peace; that there is no
security so certain as that which we purchase for ourselves, by
creating a sense of security in the breasts of our neighbours.
We do not now purpose to examine these antagonist doc-
trines. On whichsoever side worldly experience may range
itself, there is no disinclination on the part of either to appeal
to it as the standard whereby the question shall be settled.
There is a better method of settlement; but it admits not of a
conflict on equal ground, for one party is more inclined to that
mode of adjustment than the other, whilst both are willing to
appeal to human experience. The irritatives contend that there
is no security without constant demonstrations of strength ;
that to be placid is to invite aggression; that to be ready to
offend is the only way to escape being offended ; that the birds
of the air and the beasts of the field daily teach us this lesson ;
that we are instructed in it from our earliest youth, during
which we learn by hard experience that we must fight our way
up the.schoolboy ladder to peace, and thus alone avoid moles-
tation; that this same principle is at work in the larger school
of nations, and that the history of the world declares the fact,
that if we would escape the injuries and insults of our neigh-
bours we must show, by a few practical exhibitions of our
strength, not only our readiness but our ability to resent them.
The sedatives, on the other hand, declare that to be tranquil
and inoffensive is the surest means of inviting confidence, and
thus of stifling the inclination to injure us; that the fear of
being injured tempts to the commission of injury; and that, the
converse of this being equally true, it follows that there is the
utmost protectiveness in a peaceful and inoffensive character ;
and that so long as our neighbours consider themselves secure
from ours, we shall be secure from their aggressions. Experi-
ence is said to demonstrate this; the man of peace is rarely
insulted ; the unarmed traveller walks more safely in the neigh-
bourhood of the roving bandit, than he who goes armed to the
teeth ; that in troubled times, the man of peace, and he alone,
escapes the perils of popular commotions; that with states, as
with individuals, the one which never arms itself—which never
prepares itself for aggression, or the resistance of aggression—is
ever the last to be assailed; that, as soon as there is a falling
off from such practical proofs of a firm reliance on Providence,
the protection is at once withdrawn, and we take up arms to
have them turned against us. Such are the arguments derived
VOL. II. D
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from human experience—we are not at present to decide the
contest.

Indeed, with regard to the matter now before us, it is not
necessary that we should decide it. A resort to abstract specu-
lation, however inviting, is no part of our career of duty, and
we would rather, avoiding all controversies, build up our pre-
sent structure on common admitted grounds. Our empire in
the East is of so peculiar a nature, that we can scarcely make a
just application of the principles of either one party or the other.
It matters little what course would have been the best; we can-
not now begin our work anew; or betake ourselves to new
principles of action. We have reached an epoch at which it
would appear to be our only course to make a compromise be-
tween the irritative and the sedative systems—or rather we
should say, an epoch at which it becomes our duty to allow the
former to merge into the latter. The irritative system has been
tried—has been carried out to its full extent. It has been our
practice now for nearly a century; and it would seem that we
had attained to that eminence, which has been compared to the
status of the school boy, who has fought his way to the very
summit of pugilistic renown. 1f it be necessary for a nation to
preserve itself from injury and insult by demonstrating its
power, surely the British in the East have done so in the
most unmistakeable manner. There is little call for fresh
demonstrations ; for the weight of our arm is still acknowledged,
and many are yet reeling under the blows which it has dealt
out. We can now, therefore, afford to be pacific—but we can-
not afford to be weak. We have no occasion to put forth our
strength ; but we must not suffer ourselves to waste it. We
must keep ourselves up to the athletic standard; and as we
have made our election we must abide by it—as we have fought
our way to power, we must show ourselves capable of retaining
the lofty position we have assumed. The time may come when
we shall find our best safeguard in the hearts of a grateful
people—but that time has not yet come, nor is there a near
prospect of its advent. The sword, whether in the hand or in
the scabbard, has yet its work to do; and the philanthropist
may labour to some good purpose, in endeavouring to show in
what manner it may best be shaped, for the preservation of
peace and the maintenance of that dominion, which we are
justified in regarding as a means, under Providence, of advanc-
ing the happiness of the people, who are compelled now to
bear our yoke.

At first sight, bayonets and red coats do not appear to be
precisely the instruments of Government which a philanthropist
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would advoeate; but we belie or deceive ourselves,- when we
declare‘or fancy that our Government is maintained otherwise
than by the sword. And, in pronouncing it to be so, we are
far from admitting that it must therefore be one of oppression.
The land that has for nearly a thousand years been held by the
sword, and that has as often changed hands as that sword has
been blunted, or the grasp that held it relaxed; the land that
knows no principality of longer standing than our own ;* that
in its length and breadth, within the last fifty years, has seen
Moguls, Patans, Mahrattahs, Pindarees, and mixed miscreants
of every caste and clan, rooting up the old families, and settling
themselves in their places—how could any Government, how-
ever beneficent, subsist for a day, simply by its civil policy, on
the ruins of such a tempest-tossed land? How in a day con-
vert tribes, who have lived only by war, to habits of peace?
how make cultivators, who for centuries have never paid a
rupee but under fear of the sword or the scourge ?—how induce
them to pay their dues, unless they know that the civil officer
has the power of calling in the military, and that the latter is
prompt and bold? It has been the fashion to exalt the Maho-
medan conquerors at the expense of the British Government ;
and some of those who have most benefited by the latter, and
possibly have in their sphere oppressed the subject, against the
views, opinions, and orders of their masters, have been loudest
in vituperation of them; but let any impartial person turn
over the pages of Dow—a violent hater of the system of his
day, and we fear with too much reason—and see how little
cause there is for singing the praises of the Moslem rule be-
yond that of the Christian. War, eternal war, was then the
sole business of royalty. Akbar made some laws for the pro-
tection of the people, but he is almost a solitary exception ;
and having spent the half-century of his reign in eternal battles
and ceaseless marches, he could have had but little time to
look to the improvement and cultivation of his empire. In
the early days of his reign, every province was in rebellion, and
with him, as with his predecessors and successors, while Guzerat
was being subdued, Cashmere or Bengal would be in arms;
and while the royal troops were employed against those states
or in the Deccan, the Punjab or Delhi itself would be in
revolt. A freak or favour to an individual would for a time
remove the Hindu capitation tax; while, once in a century, a

~ * It is a curious fact, that not only has the power of the Nizam, the kingdom of
Oude and all the Mahratta States risen within the last century, but that the families

of the three bordering states, Burmah, Nepal, and Lahore, have been established
within that period.
D 2
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tyrannical Governor would be trodden under the feet of the
imperial elephants. Seldom was the honest Minister or Gover-
nor (when such rare creatures appeared) rewarded, whilst the
bold and the unprincipled amassed treasure, and bequeathed it
to their children. Mark the fate of Akbar’s great minister,
Byram—the man to whom he owed his throne; whilst the
Saadut Allys and Nizams have left kingdoms to their descend-
ants. Our only wonder is, when reading the Moslem annals, -
that such men as Asoph Jah, and his father, and Mohabat
Khan, should have lived (generally) prosperously, and died in
their beds.

Utter selfishness was the Moslem motive: the hlgh roads,
the seraes, the plantations—were they for the people? Not at
all, but for the royal progresses to Cashmere. The expense of
one Badshahe serae would have built a dozen for the people.
Throughout the country it was the same. In the direction the
king was likely to travel, there would be roads and conveniences;
but elsewhere the people might sigh in vain for paths, for water,
or for shelter. The Newabs of Oude, and Kings of Juanpore
and of the Deccan, did the same. They beautified the neighbour-
hood of their own favourite residences, made roads to their
country-seats, built bridges over the rivers in their way, sunk
splendid Wells, and planted lines of trees. Some of our own
magistrates, in the times of the good old close-borough system,
did the same; and to this day European convenience is more
regarded than native wants, the collector and magistrate being
often considered more sacred than the thousands of poor around
him.

Despotism —unchecked power, in whatever hands and in
whatever quarter, produces the same fruit; and we would di-
vest our minds of all clanish feeling in discussing its merits.
Wars, and their train of ills, were not confined to the Mahom-
medan times or states in India. A glance at the old Hindu
annals will show, that if the country so suffered in Moslem
times, it was not more free from such distractions in what are
called the bright days-of Hindu supremacy. Everywhere we
see that the present occupants of the soil are not the aboriginals;
and almost every district in India has its particular legend how
a Rajput, or other band, drove out or enslaved the original
-holders ; while another tale will perhaps tell of how the late
conquerors were themselves overwhelmed, and how they even-
tually merged into another and a bolder race. We doubt
whether India was ever under an universal monarch ; and the
kings of the Hindu states of Oude, Kanouge, Muttra, Hus-
tunapore (Delhi), &c. &c. played but the game that warriors of
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‘every age and every clime have ever played. They prospered
‘or sank ; they conquered, or were themselves led captive; and
then, as in later days, independent kingdoms disappeared, and
small states rose into great ones. Not content with the usual
and tolerably sufficient grounds for war, we read that Prithora
the brave, the hero of a hundred fights, amused himself with
carrying off the brides of the several kings, of whose intended
marriage he had information. He thus brought on himself
many wars, and eventually thereby lost his throne ; but he lost
no credit, and is to this day the hero of Rajput romance. It
would seem, indeed, to be mere idleness to write and talk of
the happiness and purity of a people who deified the perpetra-
tors of every crime, and whose very worship sanctioned every
abomination. When we read of the hundreds of thousands
that took the field with the Persian kings and with the Moguls,
and consider that they had no commissariat, we may imagine
the frightful famines that such armies themselves experienced,
and the more frightful afflictions they caused to the countries
through which they passed. Dow,in his preliminary disserta-
tion to Ferishta, writes of bazaars, &c. in camp; but nowhere
do we find that there were any regular establishments of the
kind. Brinjaries (themselves plunderers of the worst descrip-
tion) carrying grain, followed the camp or did not, according
to the individual genius and forethought of the monarch or
general of the day; but when Dow goes on to tell us that each
horseman received from sixty to two hundred rupees* per
month, we can understand the value of his several dissertations.
We doubt whether, under any native ruler in any age, Hindus-
tani horsemen received all their pay in cash; or if our present
rate of twenty rupees per month to Irregular Horse was ever
materially and continuedly exceeded. And whatever was paid
was in assignments on distant lands, or in at least half grain
and food as rations for man and beast, and the small balance
only in cash. Dow goes on to say (page xviii. preface), that on
such high pay the soldiery could afford to encourage the grain-
dealers, &c., who flocked in from neighbouring towns and
villages as armies advanced; but the traveller Bernier, with
much more apparent truth, tells us that there were no towns
worth mentioning between Delhi and Agra, and that the banks
of the Jumna, above Delhi, being the line of the imperial pro-
gress towards Lahore and Cashmere, were extensive hunting-
grounds; that the imperial cortége usually left the high-road,
and sported through these Shikargahs, while the troops moved
more directly forward.
* Page xviii. Preface to Dow’s Hindustan,
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We know that everywhere in the east, the track of an
army is marked by desolation—that villages and towns are
abandoned even at the intelligence of a coming hostile force.
In the south of India, as the historian Wilkes, tells us, such
flights are called wulza, the people burying their valuables,
and carrying with them a few days’ grain—flying to the hills
or the nearest fortress, and when the enemy remained longer
than their supplies lasted famine and death ensuing.

While we should all endeavoul abstaining from idle self-
congratulations, to soften the rlgour of the British yoke, it is
only fair to our country to show that the English in India are
not the monsters they are sometimes represented; and that
although much remains to be done; many improvements to be
made; many legislative enactments to be set forth, and acted on;
much to be done, much to be undone—much for us to do, more
for us to let a,lone, we have less to learn than is generally
thought from either our Mahomedan or Hindu predecessors.

Lord Valentia fifty years ago travelled in a palankeen to
Lucknow, and wrote a book, in which he stated that the Moguls
had roads or causeways from one end of their dominions to
the other. Mr. Buckingham, a quarter of a century afterwards
declared, and in his time not untruly, that there was not a good
road in India above Barrackpore—and still more recently we
have heard a somewhat similardeclaration made at a great public
meeting in Calcutta. But let the period of our rule be counted,
and let it be considered that it does not materially exceed the
united length of the reigns of Aurungzebe and Akbar,and then
let it be remembered that we have a trunk road from Calcutta
to Delhi; a better road than the Moguls or the Romans ever
had; and that not a district in India but has its branch roads,
all doubtless more or less defective, wanting more or less
bridges, ghats, seraes, wells, &c.; but still shewing that some
attention is now being paid to the important subject. Let an
impartial person visit the Punjab, where he will scarcely see
such a vehicle as a hackery, or throughout the country alight
upon a road; let him then travel to Oude, where his experiences
will be mmxlar, and then let him cross the GGogra and enter the
Gorruckpoor district, not half a century in our hands. At
once he will find himself in a country abounding with good
roads, many of them bridged—and every year the number of
bridges and other improvements are increasing. In this one
district alone we doubt whether there are less than a thousand
miles of road. We say, let these comparisons be fairly made,
and then let England be exempted from the vituperations
and unfair comparisons with which she is sometimes assailed ;
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and rather let those who would so assail her, honestly do their
own work; and however humble be an individual’s sphere, no
one of us but has the opportunity, if not of making a road,
building a bridge, or a serai; at least of planting a tree, or of
preserving one that is planted. But if even this small means
1s denied us, no poverty can prevent us from setting a good ex-
ample to those around us, by shewing all that come within our
influence, that a Christian is not to be recognised only by wear-
ing a hat and coat, and by attending neither at the mosque nor
the temple: but by purity of life and honesty of conduct.

But though compelled, in candour, to admit that without
sword-government the British in India could not maintain
their position, we feel strong in our hearts the conviction that
one good magistrate may be better than a regiment: one
sound law, well administered, better than a brigade ; that
civilians must co-operate with the military; that neither un-
aided could maintain our empire, but that a happy admixture
of a just civil administration with the strong hand will retain
the country in peace and happiness as long as it is good that
we should hold it ; and it is not by believing either ourselves
or our laws all purity, or all corruption, that we are likely to
come to a right understanding of what is best for India, but
by a close study of its past history; of the mistakes, and the
injustice of former rules, Hindu, Mahommedan and European ;
and then by setting ourselves down, each in his own sphere,
and honestly working out the details of a code, honestly and
ably prepared; not shifting and changing from day to day,
but founded on experience ; and suitable to a rude and simple
people, who, like all people under the sun, prefer justice to law,
and the speedy obtainment of their ends to eternal dangling
about the precincts of dilatory courts.

But it behoves us, under every view of the case, to keep up
our strength. Debility, the result of apathy and negligence,
would be nothing short of a state of crime. There are few
national, as there are few bodily ailments, which have not
their seat in debility; and any very apparent symptoms of
weakness in the dominant power would, under the present
combination of circumstances, plunge the country into a state
of terrible disorder, and gird about with desolation every pro-
vince in Hindostan.
~ Let us see then what is our military strength—what are our
means of national defence. Glance at the map,* and see the

* We may avail ourselves of this opportunity strongly to recommend the map
which we have named at the head of this article. It is distinguished by accuracy

of detail and great typographical excellence; and is, on the whole, the best and
most convenient of all the maps of India which have been published.
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enormous expanse which the Indian Army is employed to
protect—from Cape Comorin to the Sutlej ; from Kurachee to
the Gulf of Martaban—a tract of country containing, accord-
ing to the calculations of the Surveyor-General’s department,
a gross area of 1,076,690 square miles, to which must be added
some 25,000 on account of our recent acquisitions on the banks
of the Indus. Our army has not only to protect from foreign
aggression this immense territory; but also to coerce a popu-
lation of not less than a hundred millions—many of them
men of strong military, and others of stronger predatory habits
—twenty millions of them Mussulmans—all feeling that they
are under the yoke of the stranger. And however lightly
that yoke be imposed, we must know that, differing in colour,
caste, language, habits—everything ; having, indeed, nothing
in common with our subjects, our rule can scarcely be a
loved one. It has been declared, in prophetic language,
that ¢ Japhet shall live in the tents of Shem ;” but may we
not attach to the figure more of a military than of a pastoral
character ?

But what is this Indian army, called upon thus to defend
this wide expanse of conquered territory? It consists of 159
regiments of Regular Infantry ; 21 of Cavalry; 5 brigades of
Horse Artillery; 14 battalions of Foot Artillery ; and 3 regi-
ments of Sappers and Miners. To these must be added about
40 Irregular corps of Cavalry and Infantry, officered from the
line, to the extent of a commandant, a second-in-command,
and an adjutant—the commanders of troops and companies
being Russaldars and Soobadars. In round numbers, we
may say that our Indian army is somewhat very near the

following :—

Regular Infantry (European) .......... 5,600
——— (Native)....... ceeee.. 184,000
Cavalry (Native) ............ 10,200 _
Artillery (European).......... 5,600 exclusive
— (Native) ............ 4,600 § of Lascars.

Sappers and Miners (Native) .. 2,500
Irregular corps* ............ 30,000

Total .. 242,500
To these regiments are attached, according to the latest
Army Lists of the several Presidencies, 5850 European officers.
Such, with some approach to accuracy, for perfect accuracy is

* This rough estimate does not include all the several components of the Nizam’s
force, the Gwalior Contingent, and the Police Battalions.
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not easily attainable, is the extent of the Indian army. By
“this we must be understood to signify only the troops of the
East India Company—but in calculating our means of na-
tional defence we must consider, in addition to these forces,
the very important item of some 20 or 30 regiments of Euro-
pean Infantry and Cavalry, belonging to the army of Great
Britain. The number of regiments thus employed in India
varies according to the exigency of the times ; at present there
are in the three Presidencies, under the Company’s rule, 29
regiments of Cavalry and of Infantry, detached from the army
of the Crown.

But the strength of an army does not depend upon its
numbers, but on its efliciency: and the matter now to be con-
sidered is, the means of turning the troops at our disposal to
the best possible account. Let us show, after some rough
fashion of our own—suggesting rather than elaborating—how
this is to be done. |

Our Engineer Corps can scarcely be so called. It is a regi-
ment of officers, perhaps not surpassed in ability by any equal
number of officers in the world ; but they are too much
employed as Civil Engineers; too little engaged during peace
in the functions that would best prepare them for war; and
still less so their few subordinates. Barrack-building and re-
pairing, and account-keeping, are not the best preparatives for
a campaign ; and we know no inducement that the sappers (all
natives, except four serjeants to each company), have for exer-
tion, for the enlargement of their minds, or the study of engi-
-mneering. The trigonometrical survey of Ireland was almost
entirely conducted by the Royal Sappers; Non-Commissioned
officers and privates doing all parts of the work. An engineer
officer used the Theodolite, but it was as often used by common
sappers, as was the microscope on the base operations; and
much of the mapping was done by them. We do not mean to
say that every sapper was a Colby or an Everest; but that
many, nay the majority, could read, and use all the instruments,
and understood the construction of maps. Why should it not be
so with us? and why should not at least every serjeant and
every native Non-Commissioned officer in our sappers be able
to do as much? Our trigonometrical and our revenue surveys
shew hdw easily natives are to be taught surveying, and if
looked after how well they can survey. Why then should not
our sappers be employed on the surveys, on the canals, on the
roads, not as coolies but as workmen, until qualified as super-
visors; and then, as such, in positions graduated to their con-
duct and abilities? A company or more could be employed in
the same neighbourhood, so that at a day’s notice, they could
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be ready for field service—how much more easily when already
in the field, than when summoned from Delhi; and how much
better qualified would officers and men be for any duties that
they might be called on to perform, than as now when coming
from perfect idleness or from mere bricklayer’s work. Not
that these labours in the Barrack-master’s department are
without their uses; or that we object to sapper eompanies
taking their turn in cantonments; but we do contend that
field-work, surveys, laying-out of canals and roads, especially
in hilly countries, draining of lands and so forth, are the em-
ployments to call out the powers of engineers, and to habituate
them to do readily and quickly what, on vital occasions, may
be required of them in the field. Every engineer should not
only be able to make an accurate map, but should be also
accustomed to rapid sketching, and practised to take in the fea-
tures of a country ; so that at a glance he can comprehend the
strong and weak points of position, the distances of points and
their bearings on the one he occupies, or that the army is to
take up. His subordinates of every grade should be qualified
for some work or other, beyond that of the shovel, and while
norfe should be ashamed to employ himself in throwing up the
trench or the battery, many should be able to trace them out
and superintend their construction.*

We would double, nay treble or quadruple, the sappers, and
we would attach every engineer officer to them : not simply as
at present a captain and a few of the youngest subalterns.
We should then, with the instruction and employment above
suggested, have a most valuable staff corps; most useful in
peace, invaluable in war ; and when we think how little is yet
known of India, how few the roads that are passable through-
out the year; that arelaid out on scientific principles, or kept in
order on any plan ; how few the canals; and how much those in
use pay in revenue, as well as what a blessing they are to the
lands through which they pass—when we consider what is
wanted for the commerce and for the military purposes of the
country, in roads and bridges, we shall find profitable work for
many corps of sappers. In short we may make their peace
employments as useful to the Government and to the country
as to themselves.

While on this subject, we may incidentally observe that two
years ago Lord Ellenborough promised us a military road from

* We need not point out to those who have much worked with natives, how pecu-
liarly their talents fit them for all such duties as we have mentioned ; the trace of
the road from Serinugger (in Gurhwal) to Kedarnauth marked out by a native
under Mr. Traill’s eye would do credit to any engineer; and it is our opinion that
if their moral qualifications were equal to their intellectual, there are native eléves
of the trigonometrical survey fully competent to complete the work.
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Simla to Mussourie; and the result has been that a single
engineer officer took a glance at the line, and no more has
been heard of the project. A road such as was projected
would possibly have been impracticable—that is, its expense
would have far exceeded its advantages; but still there is no
possible reason why there should not be a military road from
Kumaon to the Sutlej, passable for guns on mules and ele-
phants—why the intervening streams should not be bridged,
‘instead of, as at present, that the only good bridge nominally,
on the line (that over the Jumna), should be really not on the
line at all, but several miles off—so placed as we are credibly
informed, because the bank at that place offered a better abut-
ment. When we have good roads through and up to our Hills,
we shall find the value of them for our European soldiery—but
on this subject we shall presently enlarge.

Our artillery officers receive much the same education as
the engineers ; though their course of study is a less extensive
one. They receive, however, sufficient preparation in England
to enable them at Dum Dum to become excellent artillerists,
which many of them are ; and we owe it to their early educa-
tion, and perhaps to their having no loaves ready baked for
them—to their being obliged to work their own way to any-
thing beyond a subaltern’s berth with a company for eighteen
years, and then the command of a foot battery, that we see
more names among the artillery as Persian and Hindustani
scholars than in any other branch of the service.

The men are, as material—as machines, excellent ; but few
are much more. Some few good laboratory men are to be found
among them—perhaps three or four in a company. Thirty or
forty per cent. can read and write ; but not one in a hundred
studies his duty scientifically ; and the obvious reason is that he
has not the shadow of a motive for so doing. If he can read
and write and is decently sober, he is sure to become a serjeant.
If he is smart at drill and well behaved, and not too indepen-
dent, he may rise to be a serjeant-major. Or if his liver is
sound, he may live to be a conductor, or even, at the age of
seventy, a deputy-commissary of ordnance. And so in the
Golundauze ; if he has taken care of himself and not expended
his vital energies as a young man, he will live to be an old one;
and when physically and mentally disqualified, he will become
a soobadar, or even a soobadar bahadoor; and all this even
though he may be very little deserving of such promotion. He
has the negative merit of having outlived the companions of his
youth, who possibly got maimed, or killed, or lost their health,
when he who gained the palm was absent from his post or
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shirking at it ; but we are strongly of opinion that old age is
but a negative virtue, and should not, without positive merit, be
rewarded in soldiers; but that the young man should have some
motive to emulate the veteran. -

There is little objectionable in the artillery system, except its
locations, its system of patronage, and its utter sacrifice of the in-
terests and usefulness of the foot artillery to those of the mounted
branch. Native artillery are stationed at Almorah in the
hills ; they dislike it, and are out of their element there. They
should be replaced by Europeans. Large bodies of Golundauze
should not be kept at Dum Dum and at Cawnpore, serving as
Infantry, without guns and without officers.—A¢ least half the
European artillery should be located in hill stations; and the
weakly and sick men of the other half should be with them.
Cherra- Poonjee, Dargeling, Kumaon, Mussourie, Sobathoo,
Kussoulie, and the immediate neighbourhood of those places
would amply accommodate them all.

To each company of Golundauze should be attached three
European serjeants and three corporals; and to every com-
pany, European and native, there should not be less than two
officers when in cantonments, and three in the field. At pre-
sent, while a single troop of Horse Artillery has three or four
officers, and they remain with it for years, a company is lucky
if it possesses one ; and that one is sometimes changed two or
three times within a year. We have often and often seen lads
of a year’s or two years’ standing, going on service with two or
four guns, and even with a company. Indeed the exception
to the rule is, when a company of artillery proceeds on service
under a captain, and then the chances are ten to one that he
has been taken from the staff, or suddenly drawn from another
end of the country to command men, on perhaps an emer-
gency, that he never saw before ; to take charge of stores and
guns that he has not a day to inspect ; and where, as a stranger,
he knows not the good from the bad men, and has not only to
do his own duty, but to be the laboratory man and everything
else for a time himself. The consequence of all this is, that
our Foot Artillery is not at all what it might be, and that the
Foot Artillery ofhicers, though harder worked and worse paid,
are often better artillerists, more practical, rough-and-ready
men than their Horse Artillery brethren. But the reward they
~ look to, for making a bad company a good one, for redeeming
drunkards into respectability, slovens into smart soldiers, is to
be removed from the company into a troop; and to throw back
the poor fellows who have learned to appreciate their exertions,
to the tender mercie$ of an old officer who cares not for them,
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or to a young hand who is learning his own duty, and each of
whom will possibly have gone his way before the year has
expired. Such a system is cruel in the extreme to the men
themselves, and most injurious to the service.* The men, as
material, are much the same in both branches ; the officers are
the same ; but whether it be the Golundauze and the Native
Horse Artillery, or the European Horse and Foot Artillery,
there is a woeful difference between the two branches, entirely
owing to the different footing on which the two are placed, the
standing they occupy, and the way they are officered. It is a
dogma, very staunchly upheld by some Horse Artillery officers
— generally not the wisest of them—that their branch should
be a close borough: We have heard some captains, who spent
most of their subaltern days in the Foot, forgetful of this fact,
uphold the absurdity. We, as dispassionate observers, always
thought that if the Horse Artillery were to be a matter of
patronage and profit, it should be given to the best artillery
officers—to those who were best acquainted with, and best per-
formed their duty; who could ride, who could see, and who
could hear. But too frequently we have seen all these requi-
sites neglected, and very bad officers appointed, simply through
local interest ; and as this is likely to continue the case as long
as man is man, we should be glad to see the Foot Artillery on
a full equality with the Horse, as to all emoluments, equipment,
and officering. It would be materially to the benefit of the
service, and to the advantage of the artillery regiment at large.
All artillery officers should have Horse allowance and Cavalry
_pay, after they have joined batteries, and as long as present with
them. All batteries should be horsed ; the additional expense
to be covered by reducing two guns from each of the Horse
Artillery troops. Three 6-pounders and a 12-pounder howitzer
well horsed—as at present—a double set of horses, all picked
ones, no roarers and man-eaters to stop the team and vitiate
the powers of the other five, but all steady first-rate cattle,
accustomed to work with cavalry on all sorts of ground ; with
every horse willing to work either as leader or in the shafts.
Such batteries on the out-rider system would, on a long cam-
paign, tell more effectually than the six guns under the present

* We cannot too strenuously insist on this point. We have known companies of
Foot Artillery to be, in the course of three or four months, commanded by as many
officers. We have known subalterns to command one after the other—or perhaps
two at a time—all the four companies of a battalion within six months; and we
bave known a battalion to be so destitute of officers, that the four (now five) com-
panies have fallen to the command of the adjutant. It is impossible that, under
such a system, the officers can take any interest in their men ; or that the men
should place any confidence in their officers, who necessarily trust every thing—
even the promotions—to the pay-sergeant, who really commands the company.



46 MILITARY DEFENCE OF

system ; and it is not the least merit of the plan we propose,
that it would put at the head of troops the young and active
captains, or at least men, who did not seek such commands
simply for the extra pay.

Our Foot Artillery batteries would then be on their proper
footing ; they would be well horsed, with slow but stout cattle ;
they would be as well officered as the Horse Artillery; the
officers would have no motive for change, and their men would
soon feel and appreciate the difference, and be as smart and
efficient as are now their mounted brethren. Our 9-pounder
batteries, instead of, as at present, being considered incum-
brances, would always be put in action with the Infantry; and
would perform all the service they are capable of, but which
they are now seldom permitted to do. It is at any rate a sheer
waste of money, to keep the whole Foot Artillery of India
inefficient ; it is waste of money now, we say ; for we look on
two well-equipped guns as more to the purpose than six ill
found ones. But what is waste and folly ;now may, if not
rectified, cost life and treasure hereafter; nay, may cost us
India ; and most absurd does it seem that the one arm which
our enemies all dread ; which alone, from the days of Hyder
Ally to those of Akbar Khan, they all acknowledge they can-
not match—the arm which our own sepoys look to and rely on
—1is the one we most neglect; the one that is, in fact, left to
Providence. We could point out innumerable instances ; we
will satisfy ourselves with one—the state of the single battery
at Ferozepore, when the Cabul outbreak took place. For the
two previous years we all know how many reports there had
been of Sikh inroads and invasions; and yet, in November
1841, when half that battery was ordered to Peshawur, it had
to borrow bullocks from the commissariat, and was sent under
an officer not three years in the service. The battery was then
under one of its many transitions ; it had twice had horses and
once camels, and we believe twice bullocks within two years ;
and, of course, when wanted for the field, had no cattle at all ;
and the young officer who went with the detachment had not
joined the company a month. The sooner such matters are
mended the better : we should at least know by this time whe-
ther camels, bullocks, elephants, or horses, are best for draught ;
and at any rate, if experiments are to be tried, our exposed
frontier stations are not the ones to dismantle, while the peri-
odical mutations are in progress.*

* We are glad to hear that a mountain train is egain likely to be equipped, and
should be glad to sce an elephant battery of six pounders added to a strong one of
three, all placed with a couple of companies of Europeans at a hill station.
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We are amused to hear that it has been determined to add a
captain to each Infantry regiment, but not to the.Cavalry.
If any branches of the service require officers, and good ones,
they are the native cavalry and native artillery. Either is
almost useless without officers; and yet the latter has only half
the number that the European branch has; whilst the former
is not thought to require as many as the infantry. Had we our
will, there should be, in addition to a full complement of officers,
half a dozen or more Europeans in every troop of native
cavalry ; say three serjeants and three corporals; men pro-
moted for smartness and gallantry from the Dragoons and
Horse Artillery.  Such men, with two officers to every troop,
would bring up a cavalry corps to the charge in the style in
which it should be done. We should have no pausing to count
the enemy ; nor would the few European officers have to be
casting in their minds whether their men would follow them ;
nor when the critical moment came would they have a doubt
that, wherever they led, the corps would be at their heels.

But our infantry must ever be our main stay ; if it is indiffe-
rent, the utmost efficiency in other branches will little avail.
We are inclined to advocate the presence of two European
officers with each company of every regular sepoy corps ; but
we would divide the native infantry into three classes, have a
fourth of the army on the footing of the Khelat-i-giljee corps,
and say an eighth forming a third class somewhat similar to the
Khelat-i-giljees and the several contingents, but the officers
commanding companies being solely natives; and from them

‘should be selected commandants, seconds in command, and
adjutants, for the corps formed and commanded by natives, one
of which should be in every brigade to cause emulation and
prevent suspicion, and by a mixture of interests interfere with
combinations. We will presently offer a scheme for doing away
with native officers in the regular corps, but would desire that
all promotions to command of companies in the corps of the
second and third class should be made from the infantry at
large.

Native officers have long since been voted useless. They are
great encumbrances in war; they are nonentities in peace.
Occasionally a lion-hearted old fellow of seventy will keep up
with his company on a charge or on a forced march; but he
forthwith dies of exhaustion, after having, perhaps for a year or
more during the campaign, put the commissariat to the expense
of carrying grain for him, three or four servants, a pony, and
half or a whole camel. In quarters they have nothing to do
but to brood over their positions ; to feel that they are nominally
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officers, and yet that the serjeant-major is liable to command
them, and that beardless boys are every day put over them. At
Vellore and elsewhere they did not prevent or give warning of
intended massacre and insurrection; nor have they, in the late
cases of the 60th, 34th, 64th, and of the cavalry and artillery,
either given a clue to their officers of what was the real motive
of discontent, or do they appear to have striven to prevent
insubordination. .

We conceive that the motive of Government in having three
native officers attached to each company and troop, who have
nothing to do, and whose ages may be said to average sixty-
two, must be their supposed moral influence with the sepoys,
and the encouragement given to the latter by placing before
their eyes their kinsmen promoted to such grades, and living
comfortably and in honour among them. If such be the reason,
how much more potent would this moral influence be, if the
old men were comfortably seated under their own neem or
mangoe trees, talking to their grandchildren and to the won-
dering villagers gathered around them, of the beneficence of
the Honourable Company—instead of toiling in the hot winds
on treasure parties, or vexing themselves under young Euro-
pean officers in petty and discomforting duties unsuitable to
their age, in which, though they are present in person, they
can scarcely be called performers.

We would fain see every soldier, European and Native, and
every native officer, appear before a Committee at fifty years of
age, and be at once sent to the invalids, or remanded for five

ears’ further duty, according to his health, after which time—
that is at latest after fifty-five years of age—no man should be
allowed to remain with a regiment. European officers are less
exposed than their men; the waste of vital energy is not so
great—but we are not sure that our commissioned ranks might
not benefit by some such weeding. ,

Allahabad, Chunar, and other fortresses, as well as all
treasuries and magazines—both of which should invariably be
within forts, or redoubts of some kind or other—should be
garrisoned by invalids, supported by small detachments of
regulars for night and exposed duties. Invalids should be sent
to their homes at sixty years of age at latest ; or, as at present,
earlier periods, when disabled by sickness or wounds.

- No sepoy, not considered qualified to rise to be a Soobadar,

should be promoted beyond the rank of Naick. Havildars
should be promoted in their turn to the rank of Jemadar, and
if considered unfit for the active duties of a lientenant (Jema-
dar) of a company or troop, to be transferred to the garrison
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or Home Invalids, according to age and strength. . Jemadars
should rise by seniority to the rank of Soobadar; but no native
officer should be promoted to second in command, but for dis-
tinguished conduct. Seconds should rise to commandants by
seniority, subject of course to proof of continued good conduct.
The Adjutants of these native corps might be promoted at once
from the rank of Naick and Havildar; and as Jemadars rise in
their turn to command, naicks being steady soldiers, but passed
over as not being sufficiently smart for native officers, might be
invalided (when worn out or beyond age) as Havildars.

The Garrison Invalid corps should in all respects he paid as
troops of the Line; the home invalids as at present; and all
ranks and orders should understand that rates of pay will not
be altered, that invalids will not be remanded (as has been the
case) to Regimental duty; and the rates of pay, rations,
foreign allowance, &c. &c. should be as distinetly and fully laid
down as possible; so that no excuse could be given for error
or miscalculation on the subject.

We should then have three descriptions of Native Infantry;
the first class, regular infantry, ofticered by a full complement
of Europeans; the second class, partially so officered; the third
class, commanded and officered entirely by natives—but the
two last always employed in brigade or at least in concert with
the regular corps.

The native officers would then have definite duties and not
be too old to perform them. The old and worn-out veterans
would be comfortably located in quarters, or enjoying them-
selves quietly at home. There would be less clashing of in-
terests, more contentment, and greater efficiency at perhaps a
less expense than at present; for a much less number than
seventy regular Infantry Regiments would suffice for Bengal,
if we were to establish an increased number of such as form
the Gwalior Contingent; supported again by a few commanded
by such soldiers as old Mahommed Issoof.* Let us not be met
with an outery about the attendant decrease of European offi-
cers. We know their value very well; but we know that there
are many bad as well as many good ones; and we know that
although, where sepoys have been taught to follow only Euro-
peans, there should always be enough of the latter to ensure
vacancies being filled up in action, as leaders fall; yet where

* The reader of Indian history will remember the commandant of the English
sepoys, the famous Mahommed Issoof, who in the worst times of the Carnatic wars
under Lawrence, was the only person who could safely conduct our convoys through
the enemy’s country. We recommend his history, as narrated by Wilkes, to our
‘readers, and especially the detail (page 326, vol. i.) of the effect of injurious treat-

ment and unjust suspicions on the conduct of this fine old native soldier,
YOL. II. E
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men have not been so habituated, we see not why our sepoys
should not be permitted to use the senses and the courage they
possess, without on every occasion relying on the leading and
the life of an individual. Shah Soojah’s Regiments behaved
admirably in Affghanistan; and the discipline of Capt. Mit-
chell’s Regiment of the old Gwalior contingent was the admi-
ration of beholders. Clive’s, Lawrence’s, and Coote’s battalions
had seldom with them more than three or four officers; and
yet the deeds of those days are not surpassed by those of the
present.

Our regular issue of pay and our pension establishment are
the foundation-stones of our rule; and there cannot be a doubt
that for the lower orders our service is a splendid one. But
it offers no inducement to superior intellects, or more stirring
spirits. Men so endowed, knowing they can always gain their
bread in any quarter, leave us in disgust and rise to rank in
foreign services. Did the times avail, they would raise stan-
dards of their own; and turn against us the discipline they
learnt in our ranks. Rank and competence in our service
would bind such men to our interests. It is a straw that turns
the current. Such men as Nadir Shah and Hyder Ally did not
at the outside aim at sovereignty; their ambition increased with
their success, and what early in life would have contented them
was at a later day despised.

There are many commandants in the Mahrattah and Seikh
service who were privates in our Army. General Dhokul
Singh, now at Lahore, was a Drill Naick in one of our sepoy
corps; and Rajah Buktawar Singh, one of the richest and most
powerful men in Oude, was a Havildar in our Cavalry. But is
it not absurd that the rank of Soobadar and Russaldar Major
is the highest that a native can attain in a native army of nearly
three hundred thousand men, in a land too that above all others
has been accustomed to see military merit rewarded, and to wit-
ness the successive rise of families from the lowest conditions,
owing to gallantry in the field ? 4

There 1s always danger in handling edge tools, but justice
and liberality forge a stronger chain than suspicious and nig-
gardly policy. We hold that no place or office should be ab-
solutely barred to the native soldier, although the promotion of
- every individual should be grounded on his individual merits,
and the requisite caution be taken that he should not be
tempted beyond his strength. The grandsons of the Gauls
who opposed Cesar were senators of Rome ; and the Jye Singhs
and Jeswunt Singhs led the Mogul armies—but it cannot be
said that it was to any such liberality the empire of either Rome

or Delhi owed its fall.
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Whenever Sepoys and Europeans know and understand each
other, the utmost harmony exists between them ; witness the
35th B. N. 1. and H. M. 13th at Julalabad, and we remember
many such cases of old. Indeed it was only the other day that
we heard a Sepoy of the 26th N. I. say, “ if we go on service,
send with us Number nine” (H. M. 9th, with which they were

rigaded in Affganistan). Such a spirit should be encouraged,
and it would be well to attach permanently to each European
Regiment, while in India, a couple of companies or more of
picked men, chiefly Mussulmans, and the lower tribes of mili-
tary Hindus—these companies to act as the Auxiliaries and
Velites did with the Romans. Let themr be Light Infantry,
and as picked and honoured troops receive some additional
pay. We know that Europeans cannot march in India with-
out a detachment of natives accompanying them, and that such
duty, as at present performed, is much disliked. But placed
on some such footing as above proposed, the service might be
made a duty of honour, and the sepoys of such companies,
working well with Europeans, would be almost equal in value
to the latter. The system has been found to work well with
the gun lascars attached to the European Artillery, even though
they have not been cared for and made much of, as we would
propose all natives so employed should be.

And now a few words on the subject of enlistment,—Our
sepoys come too much from the same parts of the country;
Oude, the lower Dooab and upper Behar. There is too much
of clanship among them, and the evil should be remedied by
enlisting in the Saharunpoor and Delhi districts, in the hill
regions, and in the Malay and Burmah states. We laugh at
our hill men, but they are much the same class as form Rajah
Golab Singh’s formidable Jumboos. But what inducement
do we offer to any but coolies to enter into the Simoor or
Nussuree battalions, when we give the men only five rupees
per month, proportionably pay Native officers, and calling the
corps local battalions, post them one day at Bhurtpoor, the
next at Ferozepoor? Such policy is very bad; and we should
rather encourage the military classes in the hills to enter all
our corps. We would have, too, some Companies or Regi-
ments of Malays; of China-men; of Mhugs and Burmese;
and mix them up at large stations with our sepoy corps. We
would go further, and would encourage the now despised
Eurasians to enter our ranks, either into sepoy corps, where
one or two here and there would be useful, or as detached
companies or corps. We are aware that they are not con-
sidered a warlike race. We might make them so, and we

E 2
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doubt not, with good officers, could do so. Courage goes
much by opinion; and many a man behaves as a hero or a
coward, according as he considers he is expected to behave.
Once two Roman Legions held Britain; now as many Britons
might hold Italy.

There is no doubt that whatever danger may threaten us in
India, the greatest is from our own troops. We should, there-
fore, while giving no cause of discontent; while paying them
well and regularly providing for them in their old age; while
opening a wide field for legitimate ambition; and rewarding,
with promotion, medals, jagheers, gallantry and devotion;
abstain from indiscriminately heaping such rewards upon men
undeserving of them; and we should at all times carefully
avoid giving any thing or doing any thing, under an appearance
of coercion, on the demands of the soldiery. The corps that
under General Pollock misbehaved at Peshawur, should at
least have been denied medals. Had they been so, possibl
we should have been spared late events on the N. W. Frontier
and in Scinde; and we should remember that every officer is
not fitted for command, much less to command soldiers of a dif-
fferent religion and country; and that where, as has repeatedly
of late years been shown, regiments were found to be going
wrong through the weakness or the tyranny of their commanders
—it matters not whether from too much strictness or too little
—full inquiry should at once be made and remedial measures
instituted. If commanders cannot manage their regiments
théy should be removed from them, and that quickly, before
their corps are irremediably destroyed. How much better
would it be to pension, and to send to England such men as
we have in command of some corps, than to allow them to
remain a day at the head of a regiment to set a bad example
to their men. - We could, at this moment, point out more than
one commander answering our description; and we would
seriously call the attention of those in high places to the injury
that even one such officer may commit. He may drive a
thousand men into discontent and that thousand may corrupt
many thousands—and all this may be done by a man without
any positive evil in him; but simply because he is not a soldier,
has not the feelings of a soldier; frets the men one day,
neglects them the next; and is known by them all to care for
nothing beyond his personal interests and his own hisab-kitab.

Before leaving this subject of the Native Army, we must
devote a few sentences to one of its most important com-
ponents, of which we have made no specific mention.—The
Irregular Cavalry is a most useful branch of the service,
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doubly so as providing for military classes that do not fancy
our regular service. But we much doubt whether we adopt
the best method of keeping up the efficiency of the Irregu-
lars, which are our light horse; but which we encumber as we
do all other branches with officers and even privates of sixty
and even seventy years of age. We are not sure that we could
not point out many native officers very much above seventy ;
and we once heard a commandant of one of these corps say
his old men were his smartest—no great compliment to the
quality of his young ones. But the fact is, that the purwustee
system is more injuriously employed in the Irregular Horse
than in any other branch of the army; though generally from
kind and good motives. In times of peace these corps are
little thought of, have nothing to do, are on small outpost
duty, or, where collected are entirely under their Comman-
der's authority and eye; but in service they are cruelly
and often recklessly knocked about and exposed; no one
has pity on them, and their own officers have therefore need
the more to care for them. Mostly Patans or Rajpoots and
Mahommedans of family, they are men of expensive habits, are
almost all involved, and, from a system that has gradually crept
in, they do not (generally) receive the pay allowed them by
Government; that is to say, every man entering, in (we believe)
seven out of the nine corps, has not only to purchase his horse
and equipments, but to pay one hundred and fifty Rupees or
thereabouts to the estate or family of the man whose decease
or invaliding created the vacancy. Such donation of course
throws the recruit at once into the money-lender’s hands, and
often leaves him for life a debtor. If the man again has not
the cash to purchase a horse, he rides one belonging to a
Native officer or to some privileged person, and becomes what
is called his bargeer—the soldier receiving only seven or eight
rupees a month, and the owner of the horse the balance of the
twenty allowed by Government.

There is much in all this, and in the Kutchery and Banking
system, prevalent in almost every corps (and without which, so
deep-rooted is the evil, few irregular Regiments could now
take the field) that requires gradual amendment, for while
Government pays twenty.rupees a month to each man, it is
caleulated, one with another,that the men do not receive ahove
sixteen ; and consequently, as far as efliciency is concerned,
they are as if they received only that much pay; and when
called on for service, instead of having a stock to draw on to
render them eflicient, they have to call on their banker; and
enter more deeply into his books.
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We have heard officers say that but for these bankers they
did not know how they could have taken their corps on service ;
and we know how much trouble, vexation, and expense, has
often been incurred by commanders, to render their Regiments
efficient. But whatever be the motive—and we believe that in
the Irregular Horse it is a very good one—that makes close
boroughs of corps, bringing into them only the sons and nephews
of those already enlisted, when better men are candidates, the
result is bad : and it is worse still, that such fines should be
paid at starting as tend to shackle the troopers for life. So
great is the evil, that we consider that Government would do
well to redeem all debts as they now stand, and forbid the
system for the future; and peremptorily order the service to be
thrown open to candidates out of the several Regiments, being
men of respectability and bringing their own horses, or able to
purchase that of the man who created the vacaney. The fine
we have mentioned is in some corps put on the price of the
horse, so that the recruit, instead of one hundred and twenty-
five rupees, has to pay two hundred and seventy for his
- charger. |

The consequence of all this is that we have not the horses,
and often not the men in the Irregular Cavalry, that we might
have for the twenty rupees per month paid by Government.
It is only justice to the Irregulars to say that it is wonderful
what they have done on service, in spite of their old men and
their small poor horses ; but having done well with little means,
they would assuredly do better under a more encouraging
system. The Poona Horse, we understand, receive thirty
rupees per month, and they are a most efficient body. The
matter of pay and equipment of the Irregulars requires serious
attention; bad Cavalry are worth little, and we would prefer
five regiments of first-rate, to ten of indifferent quality.

As our army is constituted, the Irregular Horse is the only
outlet for the Native gentry. Every day it becomes less so,
while recruiting is restricted to dependants of those already
in the service. Lord Ellenborough’s project of adding a por-
tion of Irregulars, on increased pay, to the Body-guard, was a
wise measure; and we should be glad to see still further
encouragement held out to gallantry and devotion. A Rassalah
“in each regiment might be formed from men who had distin-
guished themselves, each man of such troop receiving four or
five rupees additional monthly pay. We would also give the
command of half the Irregular corps to Native officers; such
commanders, with their seconds and adjutants, to be selected
for gallantry and good conduct; two Brigades, each of two



OUR EMPIRE IN THE EAST,. 55

such corps, might be formed in the Bengal presidency ; one
stationed at Umbala, the other at Cawnpore ; to be commanded
by a Brigadier under the Native title of Bukshee, with a Bri-
gade-Major under the designation of Naib—these two (Euro-
pean) Officers not interfering in regimental details, further
than paying the men and sanctioning promotions—the Buk-
shees and Naibs to be officers selected from present command-
ants. The system, we are convinced, would work well, as
giving objects of ambition to the more adventurous spirits. -
And having two good European officers with them, there
would always be a check on the conduct of the Native com-
manders, who, we believe, would feel pride in keeping their
corps in as efficient a state as those commanded by European
officers.

But after all, what could we do without the European por-
tion of the army— useless of course by itself, but without which
all else would soon pass from our hands. And yet how do we
repay the gallant hearts that daily bleed for us—that daily sink
and expire in a foreign land, uncared for and unpitied. We
chiefly allude to the Company’s European troops, but much
will apply to her Majesty’s. How little is done, or at least
how much more might be done, for the comfort and happiness
of the men, and by the saving of their lives, for the pockets of
Government.

In the first place, we consider that Fort William is about the
worst station in India for Europeans, especially for new comers.
We would therefore see H. M. Regiments at once proceed
up the country; and throughout India would have the Euro-
peans, as far as possible, on the hills, not keeping a man more
than absolutely necessary on the plains. Three-fourths of the
European Infantry and Foot Artillery, and one-half of the
Dragoons and Horse Artillery, might easily be established on
the hills; and of the corps at Fort William, Madras, and Bom-
bay, all the weakly men should be at Cherrah Poonjee or Dar-
jeeling, or at the Sanataria of the other Presidencies. Nature
has given us chains of hills in all directions, not only east and
west, but through Central India, that would enable us to have
moderately cool stations in every quarter; and when the ex-
pense in life and in death of Europeans, on the present system,
is considered—when it is remembered that every recruit costs
the Government one thousand rupees, or 100/.—that barracks,
with tatties, and establishments, and hospitals, must be kept up
at great expense—and that, with all appliances, the life of an
European is most miserable,—how clear it is that we should
alter the old system, and, following the laws of nature, avail
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ourselves of the means and localities at our disposal, that en-
able us, at a much less expense, to keep up our Europeans in
double their present etliciency in the hills; entailing, it is true,
a certain first outlay, but which would be soon covered by the
saving of life, and the reduction in establishments, rations, &ec.
If Lord Ellenborough had done nothing else in India, he would
deserve well of his country for establishing three European
stations on the hills. Three more may easily be so placed on
" the Bengal Presidency, and the proportion of Artillery and
Cavalry we have mentioned be posted there. But we must
have good roads, and ample means of conveyance, on all the
routes and rivers leading to such locations; we must have a
certain proportion of carriage kept up, and have our rivers
covered with boats, and among them many steamers.

We would advocate the employment, or permission to em-
ploy themselves, of half the Europeans on the hills as handi-
crafts, in agriculture, trade, &c. A large proportion of the
household troops are so employed in London, and yet the
Guards of England have never been found wanting. Rations,
establishments, and barracks in half quantities would thus only
be required ; and perhaps a portion of the pay of men so em-
ployed would in time be saved. Small grants of land, too,
might be given on the hills, or in the Dhoon, to European in-
valids of good character, on terms of military service within a
certain distance ; or on terms of supplying a recruit, for seven
or ten years, to a European corps.

Three-fourths of the European children who now die in the
barracks on the plains, would live on the hills, and would re-
cruit our corps with stout healthy lads, such as may be seen in
Mr. Mackinnon’s school at Mussourie, instead of the poor
miserable parboiled creatures that we see as drummer-boys
throughout the service.

The Chunar establishment bodily moved to the Mussourie
neighbourhood, would be an incalculable benefit and blessing.
Indeed, it is marvellous that the cruelty of such a location as
Chunar for European invalids has not been oftener brought to
notice, and that the hottest rock in India has been permitted to
continue to this day as a station for European invalids.

All that we have mentioned is not only feasible, but easy ;
- and we doubt not that all the expense which would be incurred
by the change of locations, and abandonment of barracks,
would be cleared by the several savings within seven years.
We must walk before we can run; and we therefore omnly ad-
vocate roads—metalled roads—to each hill station ; but we hope
and expect soon to see railroads established on each line, so
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that in twelve hours the corps from Kussowlee, Sobathoo, and
Mussourie could be concentrated at Delhi. Great as would be
the first outlay on such rails, we are well satisfied that they
would pay ; and who can calculate the benefit of being at once
able to keep our Europeans in a good climate, and, at the rate
of twenty or thirty miles an hour, to bring them to bear upon
any point. We should then realise Hyder Ally’s notion, and
really keep our Europeans in cages, ready to let slip on occa-
sions of necessity.

Every inducement should be held out to our European
soldiers to conduct themselves as respectable men and good
Christians. Reading-rooms and books in abundance should
be provided; all sorts of harmless games encouraged; the
children of all on the plains be sent to the hills, and placed in
large training establishments, where boys and girls might
(separately) be instructed in what would make them useful and
respectable in their sphere of life, and be taught from the
beginning to stir themselves like Europeans, and not with the
listlessness (as is usual, in the barracks) of Asiatics.

We cannot write too emphatically on this most important
branch of our subject. The morality of our European army
in India is a matter which should engage the anxious attention
not only of the military inquirer, but of every Christian man
—every friend of humanity in the country. It is not simply a
question of the means of making good soldiers; but of the
means of making good men, and therefore good soldiers. We
do not judge the European soldier harshly, when we say that
the average standard of barrack morality is very low, for we
cheerfully admit, at the same time, that the temptations to ex-
cess are great—the inducements to good conduct small—the
checks wholly insufficient. It would be a wonder of wonders
if, neglected as he is, the European soldier were to occupy a
higher place in the scale of Christian morality ; but whatever
he may have to answer for, it is almost beyond denial that the
responsibilities of the officer are far greater than his own. The
soldier’s sins of commission are not so heavy as the officer’s
sins of omission, from which they are the direct emanations.
The moral character of a regiment, be it good or bad, fairly
reflects the amount of interest taken by the officers in the well-
being of their men. The soldier wanders out of garrison or
cantonment and commits excesses abroad, because he has no
inducements to remain within the precincts of the barrack
square. He goes abroad in search of amusement, and he finds
not amusement but excitement : he makes his way to the vil-
lage toddy-shop, or to the punch-house : he seeks other haunts
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of vice ; and when both money and credit are gone, perhaps he
takes to the high-road. This would not happen if regimental
officers really did their duty to their men.* It is not merely the
duty of an officer to attend parade, to manceuvre a company or
regiment, to mount guard, to sanction promotions, to see the
pay issued, to sign monthly returns, and to wear a coat with
a standing collar. The officer has higher duties to perform—
a duty to his sovereign, a duty to his neighbour, a duty to his
God—not to be discharged by the simple observance of these
military formalities. He stands in loco parentis: he is the father
of his men ; his treatment of them should be such as to call
forth their reverence and affection, and incite in them a strong
feeling of shame on being detected by him in the commission
of unworthy actions. It is his duty to study their characters;
to interest himself in their pursuits; to enhance their comforts ;
to assist and to encourage, with counsel and with praise, every
good effort ; to extend his sympathy to them in distress; to
console them in affliction; to show by every means in his
power, that though exiles from home, and aliens from their
kindred, they have yet a friend upon earth who will not desert
them. These are the duties of the officer—and duties too
which cannot be performed without an abundant recompense.
There are many idle, good-hearted, do-nothing officers, who
find the day too long, complain of the country and the climate,
are devoured with ennui, and living between excitement and
reaction, perhaps in time sink into hypochondriasis—but who
would, if they were to follow our advice, tendered not arro-
gantly but affectionately, find that they had discovered a new
pleasure, that a glory had sprung up in a shady place, that the
day was never too long, the climate never too oppressive : that
at their up-rising and their down-sitting, serenity and cheerful-
ness were ever present ; that in short they had begun a new
life, as different from that out of which they had emerged, as
the sunshine on the hill-top from the gloom in the abyss.
Some may smile, some may sneer, some may acknowledge the
truth dimly and forget it. To all we have one answer to give,
couched in two very short words— 7y it.

We need scarcely enter into minute details to show the man-
ner in which this is to be done. Every officer knows, if he
- will know, how it is to be done. The youth of a month’s stand-
ing in the army, endowed with ordinary powers of observation,
must perceive that there are fifty ways open to his seniors, by

* The wives of the officers have also a duty to perform , and the moral influence
which they might exercise is great. Some ladies are willing to acknowledge this,
not merely in word, but in deed : to all would we say, * Go and do likewise.”’ It
is possible that in a future article we may enlarge upon this subject.
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which they may advance the well-being and happiness of the
inmates of the barracks. Let them see, think, and act, as men
endowed with faculties and understandings ; and we shall hear
no more of that intense longing after transportation to a penal
settlement, which has of late possessed many of our soldiers,
and urged them to the commission of capital offences. Does
not this one fact declare trumpet-tongued the misery of a bar-
rack life in India? Does it not pronounce the strongest con-
demnation on those who make no effort to shed a cheering
light upon the gloomy path of the exiled soldier ?

But we must do something more than alleviate the suffer-
ings of the present—we must render him hopeful of the future;
we must brighten up his prospects; animate him with a new-
born courage; fill him with heart and hope that he may ¢ still
bear up and steer right on,” until better days shall dawn upon
him ; and the wretchedness and humiliation of the past shall
have a subduing influence in the retrospect, and shall lift up
his soul with devout feelings of gratitude and love.

The commissioned ranks of the army should not be wholly
closed against the deserving soldier in the Company’s service,
more than in the Queen’s. There are no English regiments,
which contain so many young men of family and education, as
the few European corps and battalions in the army of the East
India Company; and we should be truly glad to see the pre-
sent great paucity of officers in the Native Army in some
degree remedied by the appointment to each regiment of
Cavalry and Infantry, and battalion or brigade of Artillery,
and to the corps of Engineers, an ensign or second-lieutenant
from the non-commissioned ranks; and that henceforth a
fourth or fifth of the patronage of the army should be appro-
priated to the ranks.

For such promotion, we should select in some such fashion
as the following :— Let examination committees be held at
‘Calcutta, Cawnpore, and two of the Hill stations twice a year;
let any European soldier that wished appear before it ; and
having passed some such examination as is required at Addis-
come, substituting a course of history and geography, and
what by late orders is required in Hindustani before officers
can hold Companies, for some of the Addiscombe requisites ;
let such men be held eligible for commissions in the Engineers
and Artillery, and those passing in Hindustani, and in a more
limited course of mathematics for the Cavalry and Infantry ;
but before any man received a commission, he should have
served one year as a Serjeant-Major, Quarter Master Serjeant,
or Colour Serjeant, or as a Sub-Conductor, and produce a
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character for sobmety and good conduct and general smartness
as a soldier.

With such a stimulus, what might not our European soldiery
become? The educated and unfortunate, instead of being our
worst characters, would be inspired with hope, while many
would wipe away the stain of early misconduct, and by re-
covering their characters and position, bring peace to their
bereaved families. By the infusion, too, of a different class
into our covenanted service, we should all be more put on our
metal ; and,in fact, not only would the whole tone and position
of the Gora- log be elevated, but their rise would, in a certain
degree, raise the European character throughout the country.
As Secretary-at-war, our present Governor-General did much
for the British soldler he thoroughly understands their wants,
and by his acts he has proved that he does not consider that
they should be shut out from hope. We beseech his good
offices on behalf of the European soldiers of India; the ma-
jority of them exiles for life—and when we consider the effect
of character everywhere, the moral influence of one honest, of
one good and zealous man, who would lightly discard an
means of raising the tone of our Europeans? Too lamentable
is the effect of their present misconduct, of their drunkenness,
their violence, their brutality, for us to deny that the present
system does not answer, and that it calls loudly for change.
Every individual European be he officer or private soldier, we
look on as in his sphere a missionary for good or for evil. We
have hinted that one indifferent commanding officer may ruin
a whole corps. The experience of many will furnish an
example. From violence, injustice, meanness, or indifference,
from seeds of different sorts, the equally baneful fruit is pro-
duced, discipline is undermmed discontent engendered, and
misbehaviour and its train ensues.

On the other hand, what may not one Christian soldier do ?
However lowly his position, how much has he not within his
power? The man who, a Christian at heart, devotes himself
to his duties, and vexing neither himselt nor those under him
with harassing frivolities, perseveringly acts up to what he
believes his duty, not with mere eye or lip service, but as
evincing his love to God, by performing his duty to man. Such
a man will not be the one to quail in the hour of danger ; his
shoulder is ever at the wheel, whether it be in the dull dumes
of cantonment, the trying times of sickness and famine, or the
exhilarating days of success, all will find him cheerful, all will
find him at his post.

We fear there is still a very common under-estimate of mili-
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tary character, and military duty. The philosophical moralist
who calls the soldier a mere licensed murderer ; the Epicurean,
who only wonders at the madness of men who consent to stand
and be shot at, when they could get their bread in some plea-
santer way ; the narrow-minded Christian, who thinks of sol-
diers and their possible salvation in the same dubious tone as
Corporal Trim, when he asked “a negro has a soul? an’ please
your honor!” and the country gentleman who pronounces on
the blockhead or blackguard among his sons, that “ the fellow
is fit for nothing but the church or the army,” all, all, are
equally wide of the mark. A soldier—it is a trite common-
place, we know, but, like many trite commonplaces, often for-
gotten—is not necessarily a man who delights in blood, any
more than a physician is one who delights in sickness. Both
professions will cease with human crime and misery. The
prophecies that hold out to us a prospect of the days when
‘““ nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war any more,” tell us likewise of that period when
“ none shall say I am sick.”

- We may refresh our spirits by the contemplation of these
promises, and pray for the coming of that kingdom; but our
own personal duty lies under a different order of things. War
is probably the sorest scourge with which our race is visited ;
‘but constituted as the world is, a good army is essential to the
preservation of peace. Military discipline at large comes not
within the province of individual soldiers; but if every man
who enlists took care that there was one good soldier in the
army, our commanders would have easy work.

No man attains to excellence in any design without setting
before him a lofty standard ; and Christianity, where it is more
than a name, incites us always to take the highest. Itis no
easy slipshod system of shufling about the world ; but “up and
be doing” is the Christian’s motto. Newton’s opinion was that
“a shoe-black, if he were a Christian, would try to be the best
shoe-black in the whole town.”

There is some grave defect in our religious instruction which
almost every one feels when he awakens to the importance of
the world to come. Somehow the duties of time and the duties
of eternity, instead of being inseparably blended, present them-
selves to the mind, as Dr. Johnson expresses it, “ as set upon
the right hand and upon the left, so that we cannot approach
the one without receding from the other ;” and the consequence
is, that while some take one side, to the neglect of the other,
the majority pass quietly between the two, on the broad road of
self-pleasing. The great problem to be solved is, how we may
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put the soul of high principle and imperishable aim into the
body of our daily acts, small as well as great, as the quaint but
delightful old poet George Herbert tells us—
“ The man who looks on glass
On ¢ may stay his eye ;
Or if he pleaseth, through it pass,
And then the heavens espy.”

Applying these general remarks to military duties,—we desire
to see every soldier set before himself a lofty standard, remem-
bering that if high qualities and high principles are requisite in
the man who would lead and influence his countrymen, they
must be more soin the European, who would gain the affections
of a race differing from him in colour, language, and religion.
Mindful of their own religious observances, the Hindoo and
Mahommedan soldier, far from despising their Christian officer,
will respect him the more on seeing that he has a religion, and
the rudest of them will appreciate the man who, first in the
fight, first in the offices of peace, is staunch to the duty he owes
his God.

The apostle Paul, of whom Paley, no bad judge, says that,
“ next to his piety, he is remarkable for his good sense,” when
he speaks figuratively of the Christian warfare, gives some of
the best maxims for the literal warrior. He lays down “ hold-
ing fast a good conscience” as indispensable to “ warring a good
warfare,” and tells us that “a good soldier” must * endure hard-
ness.” That religion unfits a man to be a soldier is a maxim
that may be placed in the same category as that marriage spoils
one. Both assertions arise from misapprehension of what a
soldier, a Christian, and a married man ought to be. We have
quoted an apostle ; let us now refer to a poet—

“ Who is the happy warrior ? who is he*
That every man in arms should wish to be ?
* * *- Who, doomed to go in company with pain,
And fear, and bloodshed—miserable train !—
Turns his necessity to glorious gain;
In face of these doth exercise a power
Which is our human nature’s highest dower ;
Controls them and subdues, transmutes, bereaves
Of their bad influence and their good receives:
By objects which might force the soul to abate
Her feeltngs, rendered more compassionate ;
Is placable, because occasions rise
So often that demand such sacrifice ;
More skilful in self-knowledge, even more pure,
As tempted more ; more able to endure,

As more exposed to suffering and distress,
Thence also more alive to tenderness.

* Wordsworth’s Happy Warrior,
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—'Tis he whose law is reason ; who depends

Upon that law as on the best of friends;

Whence in a state where men are tempted still

To evil for a guard against worse ill,

And what in quality or act is best

Doth seldom on a right foundation rest,

He fixes good on good alone, and owes

To virtue every triumph that he knows :

Who, if he rise to station of command,

Rises by open means ; and there will stand

On honourable terms or else retire,

And in himself possess his own desire ;

Who comprehends his trust and to the same

Keeps farthful with a singleness of avm ;

An({J therefore does not stoop, nor lie in wait

For wealth and honours, or for worldly state ;

Whom they must follow on whose head must fall

Like showers of manna if they come at all :

Whose powers shed round him in the common strife,

Or mild concerns of ordinary life,

A constant influence, a peculiar grace ;

But who, if he be called upon to face

Some awful moment to which Heaven has joined

Great issues good or bad for human kind,

Is happy as a lover, and attired

With sudden brightness, like a man inspired ;

And through the heat of conflict keeps the law

In calmness made, and sees what he foresaw ;

Or if an unexpected call succeed,

Come when it will, is equal to the need.

He who, though thus endued as with a sense

And faculty for storm and turbulence,

Is yet a soul whose master bias leans

T'o home-felt pleasures and to gentle scenes ;

Sweet images ! which, wheresoe'er he be,

Are at his heart; and such fidelity

It is his darling passion to approve,

illare brave for this, that he [ath much*to love. »
* *

‘Whom neither shape of danger can dismay
Nor thought of tender happiness betray—
* s * %

This is the happy warrior—this is he
Whom every man in arms should wish to be.”

We would willingly quote the whole of this noble poem ; but
as space forbids, we can but recommend.every soldier to read it
in the volume from which it is taken. We wish the same
hand that drew the warrior had given us a picture of a fitting
wife for him.

That neither piety nor domestic affection* spoils a soldier, we

* Was Hector or was Paris the better soldier? There is no finer illustration—

“though unintentional—of the difference between the military husband and the
_military bachelor than in the pages of the Iliad. The hero of the Odyssey, too, is
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see in both classes and individuals. The Puritans and Cove-
nanters fought and suffered as bravely as if they had owned
their be-all and their end-all here, and the history of America
testifies* to the fact that the Winthrops, the Williamses, and
others, while most loveable in all the relations of life, were as
brave and daring as were the ruffian bands of Cortes and Pizarro.
And where does history show such bright examples of genuine
heroism as in the persons of the royalists of La Vendée—in
Lescure —in Henri Larochjacqueline—in their brave and de-
voted associates, who, with hearts fuil of love towards God and
the tenderest domestic affections, rushed from the village church,
or started from their knees on the green sward, to stem with
their rude phalanxes the disciplined battalions of the national
guard, and met death on the field with the serenity and con-
stancy of Christian martyrs?

Washington’s life is better than a hundred homilies : it may
offer an useful letter to the martinet. How clearly it shows
what integrity, good sense, and oneness of purpose may effect.
The simple land-surveyor, by his energy and honesty keeping
together the ragged and unwilling militia of the States, training
and accustoming them to victory, and having performed his
work, retiring to private life, is an example that even Britons
may set before themselves. But we want not good and great
soldiers of our own land. Who more so than Hampden, Colonel
Gardner, Admiral Collingwood, and a host of others ?

But a soldier, though always ready for the fight, is not
always fighting ; and the beauty of right principles and exalted
aims is, that they need not the stimulus of a concussion to arouse
them, but are operative in the daily and hourly details of life.
It is here that a Christian soldier shines as much as in the con-
flict ; and it would be difficult to over-estimate the influence and
utility of a good {using the word in its widest sense) commandin
officer in the barracks and the field. Devoting himself to his
profession, he will have an interest in every man under him;
his example will check the dissolute, encourage the good, and
confirm the wavering. A king among his subjects, a father
among his family, a master among his pupils, a physician among
his patients—the officer’s position partakes of the power, the
responsibility, and the interest of all these positions. A livin
homily himself, he aids by his example and influence the labours
of those appointed to teach and preach. Having cultivated his

drawn as one eminent in all the domestic relations. Turning from poetry to his-
tory, what character of antiquity, drawn in the breathing pictures of Plutarch, is
more admirable than that of Agesilaus?

* See Bancroft’s History of the United States, passim, a most interesting and
instructive work published at Boston.
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own mind, he tries to bestow the blessings of intellect on those
under him. Having studied the feelings and circumstances of
his men, he can estimate their temptations, and determine the
best means of helping them out of vice and into virtuous habits.
Above all, he works not for self-gratification or outward
applause. He has before him a rule of right, a hope of reward,
independent of present success ; and therefore is he able to
persevere against obloquy and failure, to go straight forward,
“ doing with all his might whatever his hand findeth to do.”

But we must return to our military details.—We had pur-
posed to have offered some remarks on the different branches
of the Staff; but our limits are already nearly exhausted.
What we have said regarding the Engineers, applies even
more strongly to the Quarter-Master-General’s Department ;
at best but the shadow of an intelligence corps, consisting as it
does of eight or ten officers, and they not selected for peculiar
qualifications, as linguists and surveyors, and not having any
permanent establishment of non-commissioned officers or pri-
vates under them. In fact, it may be said that with more need
for an intelligence department than any army in the world,
we are worse supplied than any other. A handful of officers,
however well qualified, does not form an establishment or
department ; and it is a cruelty to impose on officers important
duties, involving often the safety of armies, without placing
efficient means at their disposal.

When the Army of the Indus assembled at Ferozepoor,
in 1838, we are credibly informed that Major Garden, the
Deputy Quarter-Master-General, about to proceed in charge of
his department with the expedition, had not a single European
at his disposal ; and not a dozen clashies. Three officers were
then appointed, without any experience as intelligencers, and
altogether it may be said that the army marched, as if it did
not require information ; as if the commander had perfect maps
of the country, and had some special means, independent of the
legitimate channel, for acquainting himself with what was going
on in his front and on his flanks. The exertions of Major
Garden are well known ; and if he had been shot, as he pos-
sibly might have been any morning, the Bengal Division at
least would have been without a Quarter-Master-General’s
Department. Colonel Wild, it is well known, was sent in
December 1841, on perhaps as difficult and hazardous an
undertaking as has, for many years, been entrusted to an oflicer
of his rank ; with four Regiments of Native Infantry and 100
Irregular Cavalry; a Company of Golundauze without guns,
and one of Sappers (the two latter being under officers of less
than two years’ standing), and without staff of any kind—

VOL. II. F
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Quarter-Master-General’s, or Commissariat Department. ‘A
regimental officer was, for the occasion, appointed brigade-
major; and with him began and ended the staff of Brigadier
Wild, who, had he had half a dozen guns and as many good
staff officers, might have reached Julalabad early in January,
1842 ; and have thereby, perhaps, averted the final catastrophe
at Cabul. To this it may be added, that, two days before the
battle of Maharajpore, extra establishments were ordered for
officers in the field.

These are recent instances of defects in our military organi-
zation, and misapplication of the means at our disposal; but
the experience of our military readers will tell them, each in
his own line and from his own reminiscences, how often an
apparently trifling deficiency has vitiated the exertions of a
detachment. Only last December, or January, all Oude was
alarmed by the report of a Nepalese invasion, and then indi-
viduals were called upon to lend horses to move the guns at
Lucknow ; and scarce twelve months before, when a small
party was beaten at Khytul in the Sikh states within forty or
fifty miles of Kurnaul—one of our Army Division stations—it
was three days before a small force could move; it was then
found that there was no small-arm ammunition in store, and
ascertained that an European corps could not move under a
fortnight from Sobathoo.

At that time, when both Kurnaul and Ambala were denuded
of troops; and every road was covered with crowds of armed
pilgrims returning from the Hurdwar Fair ; the two Treasuries
containing, we have heard, between them, not less than thirty
lakhs of Rupees, were under parties of fifty sepoys in exposed
houses or rather sheds close to the Native towns; and, extra-
ordinary as it may appear, both within fifty or a hundred yards
of small forts in which they would have been comparatively -
safe ; but into which, during the long years that treasuries have
been at those stations, it seems never to have occurred to the
authorities to place them. |

The treasury at Delhi is in the city, as is the magazine ; the
latter is in a sort of fort—a very defenceless building, outside of
which, in the street, we understand, a party of sepoys was
placed, when the news of the Cabul disasters arrived. We
might take a circuit of the country and show how many mis-
takes we have committed, and how much impunity has embol-
dened us in error: and how unmindful we have been that
what occurred in the city of Cabul, may, some day, occur at
Delhi, Benares, or Bareilly.

It needs not our telling that improvements are required in
the Commissariat. 'We observe that Ramjee Mull, who was a
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man of straw in the department at Bhurtpore, in 1824, died at
Delhi, the other day, worth twenty-four lakhs of rupees; and
not Iong‘ since one of the Calcutta papers gave a biographical
sketch of Mr. Reid, who, in 1838, was a hungry omedwar, and
in 1843 died worth about two lakhs of rupees, having been in
the receipt of a salary amounting to perhaps one hundred and
fifty or two hundred rupees per month. We recollect being
amused by the naive expression that his gains were all honest]y
made. It is just possible that Ramjee Mull's were so; but we
look on it as something highly improper that Mr. Reid, a salaried
public servant, should have made anything beyond his pay.
He took contracts, but he should not have been allowed to do
so; and in taking them he was only entering into partnership
with Native Gomashtahs or Principals, such as Ramjee Mull,
Doonee Chund, &c., who, by combining, raised their charges
on Government and it is clear that in so participating or even
in being a contractor on his own ottom, he became useless as
an assistant to the Commissariat officer in checking fraud on
the part of other subordinates.

We have repeatedly seen the charge of a batch of camels on
ten rupees per month preferred by an indolent Mootusuddee
to a quiet one of thirty or forty rupees; the inference is that
~ they have a per-centage on the grain of the animals ; and so it
is throughout the establishment ; and low rates of pay only are
authorized. Commissariat officers ar® actually in the power of
their subordinates; they have not the means of paying respect-
able men, and bemg generally called on suddenly, they are in
self defence thrown on their monied dependants or hangers-on.

The whole establishment requires reform. The few Euro-
pean officers are now no check on the subordinates; they are,
indeed, often screens, and it sometimes occurs that a gentleman-
like mexperlenced officer considers it a personal offence to have .
it proved that his gomashta watered the grog, or served out
short grain. Commissariat officers should be carefully chosen
and should then be armed with sufficient authority to do their
duty efficiently. They have now just power enough to do harm
—none to do good, unless they are bold enough to risk their
own prospects and even character. A Commissariat officer
may easily starve an army and yet bear no blame; but if he
saves a detachment from starvation and loses his vouchers : or
under extreme difficulties if he has failed to procure them, he is
a ruined man. Oh, how much more, in this as in every other
department, are forms looked to rather than realities: and how
much does Government seem to prefer being robbed according

to the usual forms, than to act on the plain pr1nc1p1es of com-
F 2
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mon sense that would actuate the same Government taken in-
dividually instead of in its collective character.

But we must draw our remarks to a conclusion, first briefly
recapitulating our recommendations :—

Ist. To increase the Engineer Regiment and to make it the
nucleus of a General Staff Corps available in peace for all Civil
Engineering operations—giving all ranks opportunities to
qualify themselves for field duties, and by having acquired
intimate acquaintance with the language, habits, and manners
of the people, and the features of the country ; by giving them
habits of inquiry and practice in such duties as they may be
called on to perform during war.

An immediate increase to the Engineers might be made by
volunteers from the Line and Artillery—all ranks of such
volunteers passing an examination in the requisite scientific
points. They might then, according to standing, be drafted
into the present Engineer corps, or form a new regiment of
two, three, or more battalions.

We advocate the more eflicient officering of the Foot Artil-
lery, its elevation to an equality with the Horse Artillery—or
at least that the latter should not be unduly cared for to the
neglect of the former.

The regular cavalry should have some smart European Dra-
goons attached to each troop; theirregulars should be paid, in all
cases, the full twenty rup&s per month ;—Bargeers not being ad-
mitted, unless in the case of Native officers, who might each be
allowed to have their own sons or nephews (failing sons) as Bar-
geers, but their number should be limited to four to each officer.

We further desire that some regiments of irregular cavalry,
and some of Native infantry, should be commanded and officered
by natives, and placed in brigade under Europeans.

We would fain see the army, year after year, more carefully
weeded of incapables. Age should no longer be the qualifica-
tion for promotion ; Jemadars and Soobadars should either be
pensioned at their homes, or be real and effective lieutenants
and captains. We have shown how the deserving old soldier,
unqualified to be an officer, may be provided for, by being
allowed to return to his home as a Havildar, on completion of
his service. Our army being, in relation to the country it has
to defend, a small one, it requires that every man should be
effective ; its subaiterns and native officers should not be hoary-
headed invalids, but young and active men, and its field-officers
and commanders should not be worn-out valetudinarians. We
need hardly say, that, gallantly as the army has ever behaved,
and much as it has done, more might often have been effected,
at less expense of life and treasure, if a few years could *ave
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been taken from the ages of all ranks. We have all expe-
rience before us, in proof that great military achievements have
been generally performed by young armies, under youn
leaders. Hannibal and Napoleon had conquered Italy before
they could have been brevet-captains in the company’s army:
at as early an age the victories of Ceesar were gained, and at
an equally early age Alexander had conquered the world.
Forty years ago the victories of the Great Duke were gained
in India, and happily he is still at the head of the British army;
and we doubt if the ages of all the generals commanding divi-
sions under Wellington, or against him, in the Peninsula,
would amount, in the aggregate, to the ages of an equal num-
ber of captains of the Bengal army,—and this, be it remem-
bered, in a climate where Europeans are old men at forty; and
where, as there are but few of us, those few should be of the
right sort, and full of energy, mental and physical.

The location in strength of Europeans on the hills—having
good roads and carriage by land and water, for at least a por-
tion of them, always ready—is another of our schemes, as it is
also our hearty desire to see the commissioned ranks of the
army opened to them, and hope no longer shut out from the
inmates of the barracks. The better education of European
children, and colonization on a small scale, under restrictions,
is a part of this scheme. m

The attachment of Native companies to European regiments,
as posts of honour, or, at any rate, the permanent brigading of
different classes of troops, seems to us highly desirable, as likely
to enhance the good feeling of all, improve the tone of the
sepoys, and soften the asperities of Europeans.

The greater mixture of classes in our Native army we also
hold to be desirable, so as never to give a designing Brahmin
the opportunity of misleading a whole regiment. Instant and
full inquiry into every case of discontent or disaffection we hold
to be of vital moment; no glossing over to save individual
feeling, or, what is wrongly considered, to save the credit of the
service. No army in the world has been at all times without
taint; but where insubordination or dictation once was permitted,
or donatives resorted to where summary punishment should have
been inflicted, that army soon mastered their Government.

We would make the staff of the army, in all its branches,
efficient: keep it so and practice it, while opportunity offers,
during peace, so that it may be always ready for war. We
would have a baggage-train, and precise orders, that should be
obeyed, as to the amount of carriage and servants and camp
followers, which, under all circumstances, on service, should
accompany our armies. We should not take mobs of hangers-
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on, or the luxuries of the capital, into the field, and it should be
understood to be as much the duty of all ranks to obey orders
in such matters, as in doing their duty when actually under fire.

We can see many advantages in having the three armies of
Bengal, Madras, and Bombay united into one Indian army,
having one commander-in-chief and one general staff; having-
rates of pay, equipments, and all else, as far as possible, assi-
milated, and having four commanders of the forces, with subor-
dinate major-generals, all having sufficient authority to order,
and finally dispose, of many matters of detail that now go to
army head-quarters, and some that cannot now be there settled;
with the power of bringing up the bulk of the Madras cavalry,
and a portion of their other branches, to our north-west pro-
vinces; while the Bengal Presidency might send down a few
native infantry regiments to the central stations,—all being on
the same footing as to pay and batta, &c. Much good would
thus accrue to the service. Emulation between the natives of
different provinces would be excited, ard the danger of combi-
nation be greatly lessened.

We have necessarily but glanced at the various branches of
our noble army. We have not forgotten our own deep personal
interest in its honour and welfare; but as we hold that our
presence in India depends, in no small measure, on the eon-
tentedness and happiness of our native soldiery, we have
prominently put forth what has long been our opinion, that
something more is wanted for the sepahi than that at the age
of sixty he should, by possibility, reach the rank of Subadar
Major, and with it the first class of Sirdar Bahadoor. Doubt-
less, such hope and expectation is sufficient to influence nine
out of ten of our sepahis; but it is for the tenth we want a
stimulus ; for the man of better education, the superior charac-
ter, the bold and daring spirit that disdains to live for ever in
subordinate place ; and it is for such, we firmly believe, that is
absolutely required some new grade where, without our risking
the supremacy of European authority, he may obtain command
and exert in our behalf those energies and talents which, under
the present system, are too liable to be brought into the scale
against us. Commands of Irregular Corps, Jaghers, titles,
civil honours, pensions to the second and third generation, are
among the measures we would advocate for such characters ;
while we would give the invalid pensions, at earlier periodsand
under increased advantages, to men who had distinguished
themselves in the field or by any peculiar merit in quarters.
For all such, and such only, there should be medals and orders,
and not for whole regiments, who may have happened to be
in the field on a particular day. ‘
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. Much reform is required in the Native army, but still more
in the European branch of the service. The system of terror
has long enough been tried, and been found wanting ; the
system that filled the American navy with British sailors, and
drove the flower of the French into the ranks of their enemies,
and that daily drives many Europeans in India, who under
different circumstances might turn out good soldiers, to suicide,
and’ to the high-road, should at once be exploded. Under a
better régime our Europeans, instead of enacting the part of
highwaymen, might be rendered as available to purposes of
peace as of war, and be as well conducted during one period
as another. With commissions open to the ablest, and subor-
dinate staff employment, after certain periods, to all the well-
behaved ; with aids to study and to rational amusement in
barracks, instead of eternal drills, whose beginning and end
is to torment and disgust men with a noble service, how much
might be done with the materials at our command, and how
much would our Government be strengthcned, and the value
of every individual European’s services be enhanced.

To raise men from the ranks, we feel, will be considered a
terrible innovation, but we have not ourselves, as a body of
officers, been so long emancipated from degrading restrictions
that we should not have some fellow-feeling for our brother
soldiers. Argument is not required in the matter; common
sense dictates the measure. All history teaches its practica-
bility : the Roman Legionary, nay, the barbarian auxiliary,
lived to lead the armies of the empire; almost every one of
Napoleon’s marshals rose from the ranks, and at this day, and
with all the preventions of aristocracy and moneyed interests,
scarcely less than a fifth of Her Majesty’s army is officered
by men who rose from the ranks. Indeed, since this paper
was commenced, we have observed not less than six staff-ser-
jeants promoted to Ensigncies, Adjutancies, or Quarter-Mas-
terships in a single gazette; but it is reserved to the army of
a company of merchants that her sentinels should be black-
balled—should be driven with the lash, instead of led by con-
sideration and common sense.

Wonderful, indeed, is it, that this subject should have been
left for our advocacy, and that situated as we are, in the midst
of a mighty military population, we should fail to see the
necessity—the common prudence—of turning our handful of
Europeans to the best advantage ; and that, while we foster the
Natives, we degrade our own countrymen. Drive away hope
from the former, make transportation, or death, a boon—a
haven to the heart-broken or desperate sepahi, and then see
whether the lash will be required in the Native army as well
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as the European. We would not abate a jot of discipline
with the one or the other; each should be taught his duty
thoroughly, which at present he seldom is: he should be a
good marksman or swordsman, according to the branch of his
service, and until he is master of his weapon, he should be
kept at drill ; but there should be no after drill and parades,
to keep men out of mischief—to disgust them with their duty.
They should have as much of exercise and instruction as should
keep them practised and able soldiers, and their lives should
be rendered happy, that they might remain willing and con-
tented ones. The lash should be reserved for mutiny, deser-
tion, and plunder—for Natives, as well as Europeans—and
while the worthless and incorrigible are thus dealt with accord-
ing to their deserts, the indifferent soldier should be encouraged
to become a good one; and the best be rewarded according to
their abilities, by promotion to the non-commissioned Staff, and
the commissioned ranks, and by comfortable provision in old
nge, in climates suited to their constitution.

We cannot expect to hold India for ever. Let us so con-
duct ourselves in our civil and military relations, as when the
connexion ceases, it may do so, not with convulsions, but with
mutual esteem and affection; and that England may then
have in India a noble ally, enlightened, and brought into the
scale of nations, under her guidance and fostering care.

Note.—In an article on the military defence of the country, it is obvious
that some detailed notice should have been taken of so important a point as
the means of rapid locomotion. 'We had not overlooked it, but the subject is
too interesting and too important to be lightly touched upon in a rough
desultory article, like the foregoing, which aspires not to teach, but to suggest.
A small force, which can be moved, at an hour’s notice, from one part of the
country to another, with a celerity that will disconcert the measures of an
enemy—Dbe the hostile demonstration from without or within—is of more real
service in the defence of the country, than an overgrown, cumbrous army,
which cannot be put in motion without much difficulty and much delay.
To attain this great end, it is not only necessary that our troops should be
prepared to move, but that they should have good roads along which to
move. Now roads and hridges—we are uttering but a trite common-place—
are excellent things, not only as they strengthen our position, but as they
conduce to the prosperity of the country—they are blessings to all and no
mean part of the real wealth of a nation. In a military point of view the
are of incalculable value; and when the country is not only intersected wit
good roads, but boasts of at least one railroad along the main line, from the

sea to the north-western boundary; when our rivers are spanned, at the most
" important points, with bridges, and ever alive with magic steam-ships, then
will it be found that our army of a quarter of a million is equal, in real
strength, to an army ofa million of men; and that with this facility of trans-
porting troops and stores to any given point—of concentrating a large army,
with all the muniments of war in a few hours— we have acquired an amount
of military strength, the mere prestige of which will be sufficient to overawe
our enemies and to secure an enduring and honourable peace.
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Arr. II1.—1. Lettres Edifiantes et Curieuses, 26 tomes. Paris,
1780-1783.

2. Annales de la Propagation de la Foi, §c. Collection faisant
suite aur LETTRES EDIFIANTES. Lyon.

3. Memoires Historiques presentés (en 1744,) au Souverain Pontife
Benoit XIV. Par le R. P. Norbert. Besangon 1747 ; et

Lugues, 1745. Avec la permission des Supérieurs.

TuoucH not very old residents in India, we can well recollect
a time, when the Roman Catholics of Calcutta, notwithstanding
their numerical strength, possessed but a very slender share of
moral influence: and when certain angrydiscussions, which, from
time to time, gave token that the life remained in the body, were
caviare to the Calcutta public. It was known that they had two
or three churches, afew quiet inoffensive Portuguese priests, afew
respectable families of the middle classes, and a large body of
Indo-Portuguese adherents, who were understood to be in nearly
the lowest stage of degradation and ignorance. They appear to
have had but one school, which was instituted in 1830; hence
many of the most respectable sent their children to the various
Protestant institutions. Whatever weight private individuals
might have derived from their own talents or character (and there
were men distinguished for both), as Roman Catholics the
possessed none. Nothing was either hoped or feared from
Roman Catholicism in Calcutta. In those days, even the jealousy
of rival sects was hushed to sleep. In religion, in education, in
all that concerned the welfare of India, when all else were u
and stirring, the voice of Rome was unheard, and, spiritually
and intellectually, (though present in the body) she was not only
absent, but forgotten and unmissed.

Within the last twelve years, however, a very remarkable
change has taken place. Where all was torpor, all is now life
and activity. Colleges, Schools, Nunneries, English preaching,
are springing up, as if by magic. The Roman Catholic clergy
already out-number those of any other persuasion. They have
an archbishop, a bishop, and a numerous and rapidly increas-
ing brotherhood and sisterhood, lay and ecclesiastical. Pro-
testant children are now to be found in their schools ; and there
is a college for the education of the natives entrusted to the
fostering care of the Jesuits by the wealthy Baboo Mutty Loll
Seal. This last, however, can scarcely be classed with Roman
Catholic institutions, as its conductors are understood to have
pledged themselves to withhold all Christian instruction from
the pupils.*

* Since this article was written, the institution has passed fromn the hands of the
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There can be no doubt that the sudden, rapid, and simultane-
ous revival to life and energy of the Roman Catholic Church, in
every part of the world, is mainly owing to the re-establishment
of the far-famed “Society of Jesus:” and here, as elsewhere, we
find these * vigorous and experienced rowers,” as Pope Pius
VIL happily terms them, once more at the oar. That they will
row, and row with vigour, their past history gives ample assu-
rance : but skilful navigators must steer as well as row; and,
before abandoning the vessel to their guidance, it may be well
to consult the records of a former voyage, which was not only
performed on our own waters, but is usually spoken of as the
most successful they ever made. ‘

The glory of the Jesuits was their missionary spirit: the glory
of their missions was that of Southern India, more generally
known as the mission of Madura.*

“ Although there may have been among them defects,” says Dr. Wiseman,
“ and members unworthy of their character (for it would not be a human
institution, if it was not imperfect) it must be admitted that there has been
maintained among them a degree of fervour and purest zeal for the con-
version of heathens, which no other body has ever shown.”— Lectures on the
principal Doctrines, &c.of the Catholic Church. Vol. I. p. 218, London, 1842.

Berault Bercastel is still more eloquent, and, forgetting for
the moment the historian in the partisan, breaks out into the
following animated apostrophe :—

“ From the hyperborean mountains of higher Asia to the burning bosom
of Africa, from Thibet and the impracticable defiles of Caucasus to the heart
of Ethiopia, and, in the other hemisphere, from Labrador and California to
the-Straits of Magellan, there is not a nation, worthy of the name, there is
scarcely even a numerous tribe, where that Soctety of Apostles, which is no
more, hastening, before it ceased to be, to fulfil the whole extent of its des-
tiny, had not borne the name of Jesus Christ. The facts are so notorious,
that Protestant historians are forced to confess, that the missionaries of this
society principally did at this time (the end of the 17th century) convert an
infinite number of infidels. All that they have to object is, that these new
Christians have received but a feeble tincture of Christianity, and that the
true spirit of the Gospel has never been given to them. It is easy to under-
stand what these terms mean in the mouths of the pretended reformers. To
obtain the full approbation of the impure and sacrilegious reformation, it
would have been necessary no doubt, to instruct the fervent neophytes of
Madura, for example, to have neither altar, nor sacrifice, and to revere
neither priest, nor clergyman, unless he had his wife, or rather his concubine,
and his counting-house.

“ There have been found among the jealous reformers, emulators so des-
- titute of common sense, as to draw a parallel between the:r missionaries,
husbands, and merchants, and the chaste Apostles of the holy apostolic see.

Jesuits, and is now (1844) under the superintendence of a minister of the Church
of England—the Rev. Krishna Mohun Banerjea.

* They had a mission in Bengal also ; but it was unsuccessful, and need not
therefore be noticed here.
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Infatuated with pride, they saw not that the quality of Apostolic is no less
pecaliar to the Roman Church, than that of Catholic, and that all the efforts
of secretaries to usurp or to counterfeit it have ever appeared but despicable
jugglings and miserable apings!”—Histoire de I'Eglse, Tome 12, p. 257.
Paris, 1830. :

It must, indeed, be acknowledged by all impartial men, that the
Jesuits have been most energetic and laborious missionaries ;
sincere in their convictions, whether these were right or wrong;
persevering for centuries, in the pursuit of their object, and for
that object enduring privations, persecutions, even death itself,
with a courage and constancy beyond all praise. But, alas! charity
must weep, and frail humanity tremble, when we see how thorough-
ly these noble qualities were perverted, until they became a curse,
instead of a blessing to mankind.

Mere professions of impartiality deceive no one; and the
man must be devoid of all principle, and even the common
sympathies of human nature, who will not feel strongly in
regard to the transactions which we are about to record. But
in soliciting the attention of our readers, whether Protestant
or Roman Catholic, we can honestly assure them, that we are
anxious only for the truth, and that our authorities are beyond
suspicion. Not one Protestant author is quoted ; almost every
statement 1s rested on the letters of the Jesuits themselves, the
Mandates and Bulls of the Popes and Cardinals, or the incidental
notices of friendly and Roman Catholic writers. Father Nor-
bert is, perhaps, an exception. He was indeed a most devoted
and orthodox Romanist; yet as he was a Capuchin and a
rival, we have advanced nothing on his private authority alone,
however strongly corroborated by circumstances, or otherwise
likely to be true. His work is, however, extremely useful, as
a repository of public documents admitted by all parties. It
was presented by himself to Benedict XIV., the then reigning
Pontiff, in the face of friends and foes, which is a sufficient
guarantee for its accuracy in essentials.

The flourishing mission of Southern India was originally
confined to the triangular Peninsula, having Cape Comorin for
its vertex, the Coleroon River for its bhase, and for its sides,
the Ghats (separating it from Malabar), and the sea. It was
known in the 17th century, partly, as the kingdom of Madura,
which then included Tinnevelly with the smaller dependency
of Marawas; partly, as the kingdom of Tanjore, which formed
its N.E. corner. 'The shores of the Gulf of Manar, stretching
from Cape Comorin to Adam’s bridge, were usually called the
Pearl Fishery Coast, and were famous as the scene of the early
labours of St. Francis-Xavier, Within this favoured spot, about
one hundred and fifty years ago, if we may believe most spe-
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ciouscontemporary testimony, there might be witnessed millennial
happiness. iracles, we are assured, were numerous; rivalry
and strife unknown; hundreds of thousands were added to the
Church ; and the converts lived and died in all the fervour of
their first love, and with the purity of the angels of heaven.
Never was Christian Church so blessed : never was Christian
Church so successful; for the primitive Christian and the
Apostles of Christ were far inferior in self-denial, in heavenli-
ness of spirit, and in successful propagation of the Gospel, to
the Apostles, and neophytes of Madura. Hence, as from a
nucleus, missionary operations were extended to Mysore and
Gingi, and with the same unparalleled success. Dr. Wiseman,
in a very beautiful description of the Church of Rome in her
missionary capacity, declares that “no clamour or hoast is heard
“ within her; but she perseveres in the calm fulfilment of
“ her eternal destiny, as unconscious of any extraordinary effort,
““as are the celestial bodies in wheeling round their endless
‘“ orbits, and scattering rays of brilliant light through the un-
“ measurable distances of space.”— Lectures, §c., Vol. 1. p. 220.

It would be well, indeed, if it were so; for, as we have no
other authority for the wonderful success of these Apostolic men
than their own modest statements, it is of the last importance
that we should be able to rely on these, as neither clamorous
nor boastful, but as the simple unexaggerated truth.

Three hundred years ago, in the year 1545, the missionary
Xavier landed at Cape Comorin. Nine years later, we are
informed by the historian Bercastel (tome 9, p. 308) that the
number of converts on the Pearl Fishery Coast alone amounted
to upwards of five hundred thousand,—“all fervent, and
“ desiring nothing more than to become martyrs for their
¢ faith.” The proceedings of this great man are smothered in
such a mass of legend and falsehood, that it is very difficult
to discover their actual character. According to the Abbé
Dubois, on the authority of his own printed letters to his
friend Ignatius de Loyola, Xavier left India in disgust, en-
tirely disheartened by the apparent impossibility of making real
converts.*

This much is certain, that his recorded policy was condemned
by the Jesuits as ineffectual,¥ and was totally different from
.that which was afterwards followed by Robert de Nobilibus,
the real founder of the Madura mission, who entered the
country about fifty yearslater. This remarkable man, the nephew

* Letters on the State of Christianity in India.—P. 3. London, 1823,
+ Lettres Edifiantes et Curieuses, Tome 10, pp. 67-69.
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of Cardinal Bellarmine, and the grand nephew of Pope Mar-
cellus II., seems to have commenced, somewhere about the
year 1606, the very singular system of conversion, which was
carried on by his successors with the most extraordinary energy
and perseverance for nearly 150 years. ¢ These new missiona-
ries,” says Bercastel, “following the method of him who had
“traced out for them the road, continued to practise, with all
“the good faith which the Gospel prescribes, austerities, which
‘“are often but apparent with the zealots of idolatry. On this
““account, this mission is attended with more hardships than
‘ perhaps any other. The most determined enemies of these
“ works of God themselves make an exception in its favour,
““ when they vomit forth their calumnies against most others.”
— Histoire de U Eglise, Tome 12, p. 178,

Leaving, for the present, this somewhat hot-tempered his-
torian, and repairing for information to the fountain head, we
find the first distinct notice of the Madura mission in a letter
fromm Father Martin, dated Balasore, in Bengal, 30th January
1699, wherein he expresses his delight, that, having been ordered
to Pondicherry, he will thus be as it were at the door of the
famous mission of Madura, into which he longed to enter. And
certainly the worthy missionary was singularly qualified for
his work ; for, says he, ¢ As soon as I arrived in this fine kingdom
¢ (which is under the dominion of the Mahometans, although
“nearly all the people are idolators) I applied myself seriously to
“ the study of the Bengalee language. At the end of five months
“I found myself sufficiently far advanced to be able to disguise
“ myself, and to enter into a famous Brahminical University.”
— Lettres Edifiantes, &c., Tome 10, p. 39.

Reader, we must put in a peg here to hang a doubt upon.
Is it credible,—is it possible that, in the short space of five
months, a stranger should master the Bengali language, should
become so familiar with its idiom,—so intimately acquainted
with manners, customs, and observances totally different from
his own—that he could successfully assume the disguise of a
Brahmin, and enter without detection as a student in a native
University ? To our doubt, however, is opposed the direct and
deliberate affirmation of the missionary himself: so we shall
simply pass on to his account of the mission of Madura.

“ We shall be there, my dear Father,” writes he, *“ at the door of the
mission of Madura, the finest in my opinion in the whole world. There
are seven Jesuists there, nearly all Portuguese, who labour indefatigably
with incredible success and with incredible hardships. * * You will easily
understand, why I feel myself so strongly attracted thither, when I teil
you that the mission is reckoned to have more than a hundred and fifty
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thousand Christians, and that every day a very great number is added
to it. The least that each missionary baptizes is a thousand a year. Father
Bouchet, who has laboured there for ten or twelve years, writes, that for
his own part he has baptized two thousand in the course of this last year,
and that he has administered this initiatory sacrament to three hundred in
a single day : so that his arms fell down from weakness and fatigue. Be-
sides, say he, these Christians are not like those in other parts of India.
We baptize them only after strong proofs of their sincerity, and after three
or four months’ instruction. After they once become Christians, they live
like the angels, and the Church of Madura seems a true image of the pri-
mitive Church. This Father protests further, that he has sometimes listened
to the confessions of several villages, without finding among them a single
individual guilty of a mortal sin. Let it not be imagined, adds he, that
ighorance or shame hinders them from opening their consciences to this
sacred tribunal : they approach it as well instructed as the clergy themselves,
and with all the candour and simplicity of Novices.”— Lettres Edifiantes, §e.
Tome 10, pp. 41-43. ,

Not less favourable is the testimony of Father Bouchet him-
self, after an experience of twenty-five years.

“ That,” says he, ¢ which consoles the missionary, and supports him
in his labours, is the innocent life of these new believers, and their extreme
horror of sin. Most of them have but slight faults to bring before the
tribunal of penitence; and we sometimes hear a great number of confessions
successively, without knowing on what to found the absolution! - A mis-
sionary cannot refrain from tears of joy, when he sees these virtuous neo-
phytes shedding tears of compunction, and attending to his instructions
with such docility. They are strongly persuaded that the Christian life
should be holy, and a Christian who yields to sin appears to them a
monster. I shall relate an anecdote on this subject, which has infinitely
edified all to whom I have mentioned it. A Hindoo, extremely attached
to the worship of his false gods, perceived at last that he was in error;
and having got himself instructed in the mysteries of our holy religion, he
asked for baptism with importunity, notwithstanding the ties. which bound
him to infidelity. His conversion was so perfect, that he devoted himself
entirely to works of piety. Some months after his baptism I sent for
him to prepare him for his first confession. He appeared quite astonished,
when I explained to him the manner in which he ought to confess, ¢ When,”"
said he to me, *“in the instructions which I have received, they spoke to me
of confession of my sins, I understood that it referred to those only which I
had committed before baptism, that I might feel for them the greater
horror; but you tell me now that it is necessary to declare also those which
have been committed after baptism: What! my Father, is it then possible
that a man regenerated in these waters of salvation, can be capable of
violating the law of God? Is it possible that after having received so great
a favour, he can be so unfortunate as to lose it, and so ungrateful as to
offend Him from whom he has received it.”—* Behold,” continues Father
. Bouchet, with pardonable exultation, ¢ behold the noble idea which our
neophytes form of the Christian religion! Nothing seems to me better
calculated to confound so many European Christians, who, though they
have imbibed with their mothers’ milk the maxims of the law of God,
nevertheless observe them so ill: while a people, whom they look upon
perhaps as barbarians, have no sooner been enlightened with the light of
the Gospel, than they observe it faithfully, and preserve even till death that
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precious innocence which they have received in baptism.”—Leltres Edi-
Jfiantes, Tome 13, pp. 55-57.

To the same purport writes Father Barbier, in 1720 :—

“ Among a hundred whom I confess, scarcely shall T find eight who
have fallen into any considerable fault. Awrr edify me infinitely by their
serupulous exactness in fulfilling the duties of religion, by the eagerness
with which they listen to the word of God, and by the patience with which
they endure afflictions and maladies. It seems to me that I look upon a
revival of the fervour of the early ages.”—Tome 13, p. 188.

One more extract we must make, for which we are indebted
to the veracious Father Trembloy, who writes about 25 years
later. Nothing can be more direct, deliberate, and circum-
stantial than this missionary’s statement; and we request, that
it may be very carefully borne in mind. It will throw light
on much.

“Yes!” he exclaims, “the Christians of India adore our God in spirit
and in truth : their worship is pure and without mizture. Their aversion
to idolatry s carried even to scrupulousness : often they refuse to look upon
the false gods, to pass before their temples, or to touch anything employed
in the ceremonies of the Gentiles! Hunger, thirst, persecutions, the
privation of their goods, and the most cruel outrages cannot shake them;
as the symbol of their faith, they usually have the cross marked on their

foreheads, and the only name they give to the idols is that of Demon.”—
Lettres Edifiantes, 13, p. 176.

The next chapter in the history of this wonderful mission
is no whit less surprising, or less worthy of admiration. The
devil, it appears, reigned with absolute power over the bodies,
as well as the souls, of the unhappy idolators. In certain parts
of the country, almost every second person was tormented
by demons; and nothing tended more to the propagation of
the Gospel, than the universal and well-founded belief, that
the meanest Christian was not only for ever delivered from
their attacks, but could at once put them to silence and drive
them away. Let us listen to Father Bouchet :—

“To begin then, my Reverend Father, it is a fact, which no one in India
doubts, and in regard to which the evidence does not admit of a doubt, that
the devils utter oracles, and that these wicked spirits seize upon the priests
who invoke the‘m, or indiscriminately upon any of those who are present,
and take a part in these spectacles. The idolatrous priests have abominable
prayers which they address to the devil, when they wish to consult him :
but woe to him whom the devil chooses to use as his instrument. He

throws all his limbs into an extraordinary agitation, and makes his head
turn round in the most frightful manner.”—Tome 11, p. 45.

"Again : —

~_ “ Shall we say then that the power of imagination is sufficient to produce
these marvellous effects, which we attribute to the devil? But who can
believe that through the force of imagination alone, some find themselves
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transported in an instunt of time from one place to another, from their own
village, for instance, to some distant forest, or unknown pathway,—that
others lic down at night in perfect health, and awake next morning, having
their bodies all bruised with blows which they have received, and which
have forced them to utter fearful cries during the night ?”—Tome 13, p. 62.

It might naturally be supposed that the Prince of Darkness
would bestir himself vigorously when he found any of his own
subjects disposed to become Christians: and accordingly we
find (Tome 13, p. 65) that “the devil frequently appears
“to the catechumens under a hideous form, and reproaches
“them in the most cutting terms for abandoning the gods
‘““adored in the country. I have baptized a Hindoo,” says
Father Bouchet, ¢ who was carried all at once from the path
“which led to the church to another, where he saw the devil
“ holding in his hand a scourge (nerf de beeuf') with which he
‘ threatened to beat him, if he did not give up his resolution
“ to meet me here.”

Father le Gac, writing to the governor of Pondicherry, tells
him, moreover, this is a very,common occurrence, and relates
another instance that he met with a short time before.

“ A short time ago,” says he, “a heathen who has Christian relatives,
and who is only waiting for the conclusion of a marriage to follow their
example, sitting one evening at his house door in the moonlight, saw a man
in appearance like one of their false gods, who came and sat beside him:
he held in one hand a trident, and in the other a small bell, with an empty
gourd which is used in asking alms. The spectre frowned on him with a
threatening glance: but the proselyte, who had heard something of the
virtue of the sign of the cross, made that adorable sign, and the spectre
disappeared.”—Tome 13, p. 154.

We must hear Father Bouchet again, that we may be made
thoroughly aware how completely the devil was made subject to
the meanest of the Christians of Madura :—

“T once baptized,” says he, “in a single month four hundred idolators, of
whom two hundred at least had been tormented by the devil, and had been
delivered from his persecution, by having themselves instructed in the
Christian doctrine. At Aour I myself have often been an eye-witness, how
Christians of every age, of both sexes of every rank in life, drive away
~ devils, and deliver the possessed by a single invocation of the name of Jesus
Christ, by the sign of the cross, by holy water, and by other holy practises
which the Christian religion authorizes, and of which our good Indians
certainly make a better use than most of our Christians in Europe. Thus
it is that our neophytes have a sovereign contempt for the devils, over whom

their quality of Christians alone gives them so great authority.” —Tome 11,
pPp. 75-77.

Passing over several instances, where the devil was put to
silence by the accidental presence of a single Christian in a
crowd cf heathen, and where he was ingenuous enough to
avow his own discomfiture and 1its cause, we shall now
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record a dialogue between the devil and Father Bernard de

Sa:—

“The Heathens brought to him a Hindoo cruelly tormented by the devil.
The Father interrogated him in the presence of a great number of idolators,
and his answers very much surprised the spectators: We first asked him,
Where were the Gods, whom the Hindoos adored ? the answer was, They
were in Hell, where they suffered horrible torments. And what becomes of
those, pursued the Father, who adore these false Divinities? They go to
Hell, was the answer, there to burn with the false Gods whom they have
adored. Lastly, the Father demanded of him, Which was the true religion ?
and the devil answered from the mouth of the possessed, that there was none
true except that which was taught by the Missionary, and that it alone led
to Heaven.”—Tome 13, p. 67.

The Lutherans, we regret to add, fare no better than the
Heathens and their Gods. For Father Calmette tells a story
(Tome 13, p. 360) of a Lutheran convert and his wife, who
happened to be in Tanjore, when a heathen exorcism was per-
forming; and while they were incautiously looking on, the
devil, leaving the perscn possessed, entered into the female
heretic. The exorcist, being very much surprised, asked the
devil the meaning of this. “The reason is,” answered he, “that
she is my property, just as much as the other.”

The terrified husband brought his wife to the Roman Catholic
Church at Elacourichi, and there having asked pardon of God,
he took a little earth, which he first moistened with his tears,
and putting it on his wife’s head with lively faith, she was in-
stantly dispossessed. This fact, adds Father Calmette, is public
and unquestionable !

It is no wonder, therefore, as we find at p. 64 of the same
volume—* It is said among the Missionaries, THAT THE DEVIL
I8 THE BEST CATECHIST IN THE MIssIoN;” with which somewhat
startling conclusion we leave this part of the subject.

Having seen how effectually the devils were tamed, we shall
now select from the same veracious chronicle one or two edify-
ing examples of piety in tigers—

“ My church,” says Father Saignes, in a letter to an Ursuline nun at
Toulouse (Tome 14, p 12), “is built at the foot of a high chain of moun-
tains, from which the tigers formerly came down in great numbers, and
devoured many men and cattle. But since we have built a church there to

the true God, they are no longer to be seen; and this is a remark, which has
been made by the infidels themselves.”

The following will perhaps be thought more to the point; it
is related by Father Trembloy :—

“ We were travelling,” says he, “about ten o’clock at night, and were
occupied, according to the custom of the Mission, in telling our beads, when
a large tiger appéared in the middle of the road, so near me, that I could
have touched him with my staff. The four Christians who accompanied me,
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terrified by the sight of the danger, cried out Sancta Maria! forthwith the
terrible animal moved a little out of our path, and showed, so to speak, b
his posture, and by the grinding of his teeth, how sorry he was to let suci
a fine prey escape !"—Tome 14, p. 212.

So likewise Father Martin tells us.—(Tome 10, p. 110).

Tt has been commonly observed, that when Heathens and Christians are
Jjoined together, the tigers devoured the former, without doing any harm to
the faithful ; these last finding armour of proof in the sign of the Cross, and
in the holy names of Jesus and Mary; which, the heathens observing with
admiration, they also have begun to make use of the same arms to avoid
the fury of the tigers, and to preserve themselves from danger.”

Where should we look for miracles, if not in this wonder-land
of Madura? A bare enumeration of them even would be endless.
At Cotate* on the South, in the immediate vicinity of Cape
Comorin, there was a church built over the spot, where St.
Francis Xavier is said to have been miraculously preserved from
the flames. In it the Christians had erected a large cross, which
God rendered speedily famous even among the “idolators by a
very great number of wiracles.” —Tome 10, p. 85. Formerly water
was burnt instead of oil, in the lamps suspended before the image
of the Saint, and still he continued to work miracles, in the church
of Cotate EVERY DAY.—Tome 10, p. 85. At St. Thomas’s again,
on the extreme North of the Mission, says Father Tachard,
(Tome 12, p.181), «“ No one can deny, that continual miracles are
working at the church of our Lady of the Mount.” In Madura
Proper, they wrought from time to time, as they were required.
The staple of Romish miracles all over the world is very much
the same ; however, we shall endeavour to select two or three from
the mass, which have at least the recommendation of originality.

In the church of our Lady of the Mount at St. Thomas’s
there is a cross, said to have been cut out in the rock by the
Apostle Thomas, at the foot of which he is said to have been
murdered by a lance thrust from a Brahmin.t This cross is of
a very dark grey, nearly approaching to black. Now, somewhere
about the year 1703, when the church was full of people, the
black cross suddenly in the sight of all became red, then brown,
and immediately after of a dazzling whiteness; a thick cloud then
formed round it, through which occasional glimpses of the cross
might be seen, and upon the dispersion of the cloud, the cross
was found to be covered with such a profuse perspiration, that
the miraculous water flowed as far as the altar! Nay more, when-
ever this miracle occurs, on sending to the little Mount, the cross

* Kotar in the English maps.

+ Rufinus and Socrates say, that St. Thomas was martyred at Edessa, in Syria ;
perhaps as the Roman Catholic Archbishop in Calcutta is titufry Archbishop of
Edessa, he may be able to decide which of the two is the orthodox tradition.
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there is found to have, says Father Tachard, ¢ the same miracu-
lous symptoms.” Not only was Father Sylvestre de Souza twice
an eye-witness of this prodigy, but several English Protestants
were present when it occurred, and after a searching investiga-
tion were forced to confess that there was something in the mat-
ter extraordinary and divine.—Tome 12, pp. 19-20. It is a pity
that Father Sylvestre de Souza omits to mention their names.

Returning again to the South, we find St. Francis Xavier
working so many miracles for the idolators, that there was great
danger of worshipping him as a God.

“ They look upon him,” says Father Martin, “as the greatest man who
has appeared in these last times: they call him Peria Padria, that is to say,
the great Padre, and there are even grounds to fear that they may rank
him among their false divinities, notwithstanding the care which we take in
informing them of the kind of worship, which is really His due. Neverthe-
less they remain at ease in their errors, and when we press them, they
content themselves with answering coldly, that they cannot abandon their

own religion, to embrace that of a caste so base and despicable as that of
the Feringees.”—Tome 10, p. 88.

The Saint, however, we are sorry to say, seemed to trouble
himself very little about conversions, provided he received pecu-
niary contributions to his church: for he did not work miracles
for nothing, and looked very sharp after his money, as the fol-
lowing instance will show.

An idolator had a favourite child, who, from some disease of
thee yes, was threatened with blindness. The miserable parent
had recourse to the saint, and vowed to present eight fanams
to his church at Cotate, if the cure of his son was effected.
The child was cured accordingly: and the father brought him
to the Church, and presented him to the Saint: but instead of
giving eight fanams, as he had promised, he offered only five.
The saint, however, was not to be so easily cheated: for before
the heathen had well got to the church door, he found his son’s
eyes much worse than they were at first. Struck with terror,
the father hastened back, prostrated himself before the altar,
publicly avowed his fault, paid up the three fanams, and rubbed
some oil from one of the lamps on his child’s eyes. On leaving
the church, he found once more that his son was perfectly
cured! This edifying miracle is related by Father Martin.—
Tome 10, p. 86.

Another miracle narrated by the same Father (p. 90, &c.) is
not a whit more creditable; for in it the Saint comes out in
great force, as a patron of Lotteries, which Father Martin looks
on as perfectly innocent and comwmendable.

It may be worth while to notice here the principle on which
these lotteries were constructed. A number of Hindoos, from

G 2
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five hundred to a thousand, associated together for this purpose ;
each put a fanam every month into a common purse, until a
considerable sum was collected : then each wrote his name on a
separate slip, and put it into a common receptacle. The vessel
was well shaken, and a little child, putting his hand into it drew
out a name. The person, whose name was first drawn forth,
was the successful candidate, and received the whole sum.

Now it seems that a covetous Heathen had embarked in two
of these lotteries, and being anxious for success, bethought
himself of St. Francis Xavier. According to Cotate he went,
and there promised the Saint five fanams, provided he favoured
him in the drawing of the first lottery. He told his neighbours
what he had done: and they were not a little surprised to find
that his was in effect the first name drawn. This man then

aid his five fanams honestly ; and again offered, if he were suc-
cessful in the second lottery, to pay the Saint ten fanams more.
So firm this time was his confidence of success, that he ook bets
to a large amount that the prize in the second lottery would be
his also. So it was! and the grateful idolator paid even more
than the ten fanams he had promised.

The only remark, which we shall permit ourselves to make on
this edifying miracle, is, that surely some one, after the issue of
the first lottery at any rate, might have had sense enough, by
offering fwelve fanams to the Saint, to outbid the other, and so
secure the prize.

The idols of the Heathen, among whom the Saint so narrowly
escaped being numbered, have women attached to their temples,
who are called the slaves of the Divinity. What these are, and
for what purposes they are kept, is but too well known. Now
we cannot help thinking it not a little scandalous that a Christian
Saint should have his slaves also, and make besides a very con-
siderable profit by selling them by public auction! It will be
said, perhaps, that this is a base calumny !—but listen to Father
Martin :—

“ Some bring their children to the church at a certain age, and there
publicly declare them to be the slaves of the Saint, by the intercession of
whom they have received life or have been preserved from death. After
which the people assemble ; the child is put up for sale as a slave, and the
parents receive her back by paying to the church the price offered by the
highest bidder.”— Leitres Edifiantes, &ec. Tome 10, p. 89.

What happens when the parents are not able to raise the
money, is shrouded in judicious darkness.

It is not to be supposed that such devout Christians could
forget the Virgin and the Saints. The most tender devotion
for the Virgin was cherished among them: and when any one
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forgot to recite every day the rosary in her honour, he always
brought this omission as a sin to the confessional, even thongh
the missionaries assured him that the practice was not absolutely
necessary.—Tome 13, p. 75. As it must be interesting to
know what saints were held in especial veneration by these
angelic neophytes, Father Bouchet has furnished us with a list.
“Those,” says he, “whom they invoke most frequently, are
“their guardian angel, their Patron, St. Joseph, St. John the
« Baptist, St. Michael, the protector of our mission, St. Peter
“and St. Paul, St. Thomas, the Apostle of these countries, St.
“Ignatius, and St. Francis Xavier.”—Tome 13, p. 78. As
an illustration of the good effects of this pious practice, he
relates (p. 79) the following story: A Christian Pariah was
condemned to death for killing a cow. He was bound to a
tree over-night, and the soldiers who were appointed to execute
him in the morning slept around it. The Christian prayed to
St. Francis Xavier that the cords which bound him might fall
off; and immediately they snapped asunder with such vehe-
mence as to awaken the guards. But the neophyte entreated
the Saint to put them to sleep again, which he did on the in-
stant. 'The Christian then slipped quietly away, and went
straight to the missionary, to whom he related what had passed,
showing him at the same time the deep marks which the cords
had left on his limbs!

It was a common practice in this Mission also to wear on the
person medals of the Virgin and Saints as a preservative from
danger, and especially from evil spirits.

Reader! Is not thisa glorious picture? Behold the heavenly
Christians of Madura! Behold. their sinless and angelic lives,
their pure and spiritual worship of God, their jealous dread of
the very appearance of idolatry! Behold how the devils tremble
before the weakest of that revered band, and the tigers sink
cowering aside, and grin with impotent malice! Behold how
miracles are as daily food, and all is so fair, so pure, so holy,
that we doubt whether heaven or earth is set before us in the
modest pages of the apostolic labourers in this rich vineyard.
Who would not wish to be there; who would not exclaim with
Father Lopez (x. 63) “ Ah! how happy you are, my dear
Father Martin! would that I might accompany you! But alas!
I am unworthy ever to associate with the band of Saints who
labour there?” Insensibly the mind wanders back to the
golden age ; to the fabled El Dorado of enthusiasts; to the gor-
geous visions of Cloud-land; to the poet’s dreams of beauty, too
bright, too delicate, too ethereal, ever to be realized on this
lower earth amidst the strife of human passions. And, as when
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on the shores of Sicily, temple, and palace, and tower rise in
their exceeding loveliness from the bosom of the waters, and we
know that they are unreal, and fear to move even an eyelid, lest
the glorious show vanish and nought remain but common rock and
sea:—so amidst these glowing descriptions something seems to
warn us, not to approach too close, lest this Jesuitical Paradise
should vanish into the air, and leave behind, not Apostles and
Angels, but a paganized Christianity, and wicked and crafty men.

And even so it is! the high-born Robert de Nobilibus, and
the martyred Brito, over whose head hangs canonisation sus-
iended by but a single hair, Father Tachard, and wily Bishop

ainez, Father Bouchet and Father Martin, Father Turpin and
Father De Bourges, Father Mauduit and Father Calmette, the
learned Beschi, the noble De la Fontaine, and the veteran Pere
le Gac, in a word, every Jesuit who entered within these unholy
bounds, bade adieu to principle and truth; all became perjured
impostors ; and the lives of all ever afterwards were but one long,
persevering, toilsome LIE. Upon the success of a lie, their Mis-
sion depended; its discovery (we have it under their own hands)
was fraught with certain and irremediable ruin; yet they perse-
vered. Suspected by the Heathen, they persevered; through
- toils, austerities and mortifications almost intolerable to human
nature, disowned and refused communion by their brother Mis-
sionaries, condemned by their own General, stricken by Pope
after Pope with the thunders of the Vatican, knowing that the
Apostolic damnation had gone forth against all who “do evil
that good may come,”—yet they persevered. For one hundred
and fifty years was enacted this prodigious falsehood, continually
spreading and swelling into more portentous dimensions, and
engulfing within its fatal vortex, zeal, talents, self-denial and
devotion, unsurpassed in modern times. Men calling themselves
the servants of the true God, went forth clad in the armour of
Hell ; and, sowing perjury and falsehood, they expected to reap
holiness and truth. Thus were the Jesuits guilty of that very
crime, which Dr. Wiseman most falsely ascribes to the Lutherans;
thus was engendered the most horrible of “ religious chimeras,—
the worship of Christ united to the service of devils!”— Lectures,
&c., vol. 1, p. 260.

But the providence of God, just and righteous, slumbered not;
the sentence went forth from Him ; and the end came with sudden
ruin and destruction, with shame and infamy to the very name
of Jesuit, never ending and never to be effaced.

If the evidence of their guilt were not clear, certain, incon-
trovertible, authenticated by public documents, proved by their
own confessions (sometimes incautious, often boastful!) it would
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seem incredible and monstrous that men of high family, able,
accomplished, full of zeal and devotion, and professing to be
disciples of the Holy and Blessed Jesus, should all of them,
without resistance or murmur, be guilty of wilful, deliberate and
repeated falsehood, live so doing for many years, and die, and
make no sign. But when we turn to the Constitutions of the
Society, we find an easy solution of the problem ; though the
wonder still remains, how men could be found so criminally
weak, as to allow themselves to be led blindfold, like silly sheep
to the slaughter. And most truly, most deeply do we com-
miserate the fate of many a noble heart, flying from the world
in mistaken zeal to devote itself more entirely to God in the
arms of this spacious Society, and finding itself unawares (and
who can tell with what secret struggles and untold misery ?)
involved in a maze of iniquity, deceit, and abomination.

In the Constitutions, the vow of obedience is thus explained: —

“Omnia justa esse, nobis persuadendo; omnem sententiam ac judicium
nostrum contrarium cceca quadam obedientia abnegando, et id quidem in
omnibus, qua a superiore disponuntur, ubi definiri non possit (quemad-
modum dictum est) aliquod peccati genus intercedere. Et sibi quisque per-
suadeat, quod qui sub obedientia vivunt, se ferri ac rigi a divina Providentia
per superiores suos sinere debent, perinde ac si cadaver essent, quod quoquo
versus ferri, et quacunque, ratione tractari se sinit, vel similiter atque senis
baculus, qui, ubicunque, et quacunque in re velit eo uti, qui eum manu tenet,
el inservit.”*

The following is a literal translation :—

“ By persuading ourselves that everything is just; by suppressing every
contrary thought and opinion of our own by a certain blind obedience, and
- that in all things, which are determined by the superior, where it cannot
be defined (as has been said already) that any kind of sin is present. And
let each persuade himself, that they, who live under obedience, should
allow themselves to be moved and governed by Divine Providence through
their superiors, exactly as if they were a dead carcass, which allows itself
to be moved where you will and handled how you please ; or like an old
man’s staff, which serves him, who hold it in his hand, wherever and
however he wills to use it.”

The specious proviso, in the first sentence, obviously means
more than meets the eye, for how can a dead carcass judge of
sin? But to take away all ambiguity, and to prove that the
members of the society are bound to commit MORTAL siNs, if
commanded bX their superiors, we find in the first paragraph
of the fifth Chapter of the same Sixth Part, that it is thus
written : —

“Visum est nobis in Domino preter expressum votum, quo Societas
Summo Pontifici pro tempore existente tenetur, ac tria illa essentialia

* Constitutiones Societatis Jesu, Part VI. cap. i. sect. i. Rome, in Aedibus
Societatis Jesu 1558, .
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Paupertatis, Castitatis, et Obedientiz, nullas constitutiones, Declarationes,
vel ordinem vivendi posse obligationem ad peccatum mortale vel veniale
inducere ; Nis1 superior ea in nomine Domini Nostri Jesu Christi, vel
in virtute sanctz obedientiaz juberet; quod in rebus, vel personis illis in
quibus judicabitur, quod ad particulare uniuscujusque, vel ad universale
bonum multum conveniet, FIERI POTERIT; et loco timoris, offensz, succedat
amor omnis perfectionis, et desiderium: ut major gloria et laus Christi
Creatoris ac Domini nostri consequantur.”*

These Constitutions are still unchanged ; and at this day
the detestable and truly Satanic doctrine taught in them sanc-
tions every crime, and teaches that, though God’s commands may
be broken, and provided it be for the advantage of the Society,
the Pope’s must always be obeyed! How well the Jesuits ob-
served this their special and most binding vow, we shall see
immediately. Let us return to Madura.

The foundation of this Mission was laid, as we are informed
by the Jesuit Jouvency, in his history of the Order, in the
following manner:—Father Robert de Nobilibus, perceiving the
strong prejudice of the natives against Europeans, and believing
it to be invincible, determined to conceal his real origin, and
to enter among them, as one of themselves. For this purpose
he applied himself diligently to the study of the native language,
manners, and customs, and having gained over a Brahmin to
assist him, he made himself master of the usages, and cus-
toms of that sect, even to the most minute details. Thus
prepared for his undertaking, and fortified besides with a written
document, probably forged by himself or by his companion, he
entered Madura, not as a Christian Missionary, but as a
Brahmin of a superior order, who had come among them
to restore the most ancient form of their own religion. His
success however was not at first complete: and the chief
of the Brahmins, in a large assembly convened for the pur-
pose, accused him publicly as an impostor, who sought to
deceive the people by lies, in order to introduce a new religion
into the country : upon which Robert de Nobilibus produced
his written scroll, and in the presence of all protested, and
MADE OATH, that he had verily sprang from the God Brahma.
Three Brahmins, overpowered by such strong evidence, then

* ¢ It has seemed good to us in the Lord, that, excepting the express vow by
which the Society is bound to the Pope for the time being, and the three essential
. vows of Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience, no Constitutions, Declarations, or any
order of living CAN INVOLVE AN OBLIGATION TO MORTAL OR VENIAL SIN;
UNLESS the superior command them in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, oR IN
VIRTUE OF HOLY OBEDIENCE, WHEN IT SHALL BE DONE, in regard to those
cases or persons wherein it shall be judged that it will greatly conduce to the par-
ticular good of each, or to the general advantage; and instead of the fear of
offence, let there be the love and the desire of perfection ; that the greater glory
and praise may accrue to Christ our Lord and Creator.”’
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‘rose and persuaded their brethren not to persecute a man who
called himself a Brahmin, and proved that he was so, by written
evidence, and solemn oaths, as well as by conformity to their
manners, conduct, and dress. Having passed this ordeal so
trinmphantly, he next gave himself out to be a Saniassi, and for
the remainder of his life kept up the cheat successfully. His
example was followed by all his successors in the mission; and
the discovery of the falsehood, or the mere knowledge that they
were Europeans, is represented by themselves, as synonymous
with utter ruin. Thus was laid the foundation and chief
corner-stone of the far-famed mission of Madura!

It will be necessary here to introduce a short account of the
Saniassis, extracted from the  Systema Brahmanicum” of Fra
Paolino Bartolomeo. The Saniassi is the fourth and most
perfect institute of the Brahmins. He lays aside the poita,
or sacrificial cord, composed of 108 threads, in honour of the
108 faces of the God Brahma; but continues the usual daily
ablutions, ¢» honour of the Linga, with the appointed prayers
and ceremonies. The Saniasst must also wear an orange-
coloured dress, which, being sacred, is to be washed by no hands
but his own. He carries about with him a copper vessel, with a
little water in it, for certain appointed ablutions, and for purify-
ing every thing offered to him in charity. In his right hand he
holds a staff or club with seven natural knots,* representing the
seven great Rishis. 'This staff, which is greatly valued as a gift
of the Gods, must be washed every day with water from the
Kamadala, or copper vessel; and by its power, he is preserved
Jrom evil spirits. From his shoulders hangs a tiger’s skin, on
which he sleeps; because thus was Shiva clad. He fasts often;
eats nothing that has life; flesh, fish, eggs, wine, spirituous
liquors, and even certain vegetables are strictly forbidden him.
He must bathe in a tank or river, three times a day, goin
through innumerable ceremonies; and must rub his foreheag
and his breast with the ashes of cow’s dung; for the dung of
this sacred amimal cleanses from sin.t He generally suffers his
beard to grow, and wears sandals of a particular description,
constructed, says Norbert, so as to avoid as much as possible
endangering insect life, and thus perhaps dislodging the soul of «
progenitor. But what has all this to do with Christian Mission-
aries? Let us listen to Father Tachard :—

“The Missionaries,” says he, “had resolved to assume the dress and the
manner of living of Brahminical Saniassis, that is to say of religious peni-

* Norbert says nine, in honour of the seven planets and the two nodes.
t+ See Systema Brahmanicum, pp. 47, also 56, 57, Rome, 1791.
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tents. This was a very difficult undertaking, and nothing less than apostolic
zeal and love could have enabled them to sustain its hardships and austerities.
For, besides abstinence from every thing that has life, that is to say flesh,
fish, and eggs, the Saniassis have other observances extremely painful. They
must bathe every morning in a public tank, in all weathers, and do the same
before every meal, of which there is but one a day.”—Lettres Edifiantes, &c.,
tome 10, p. 324.

In like manner writes Father de Bourges, to the Countess de
Sonde in 1713, inclosing a portrait of a missionary Saniass,
with his orange dress, his knotted staff, his copper vessel, his
long beard, and his sandals, very edifying, and very nicely
engraved in the Lettres Edifiantes :—

“You see at once,” writes he, “what kind of dress the Missionaries wear :
it is of common cotton cloth, neither red, nor yellow, but of a colour betwixt
both. The vessel which they carry in their hand is of copper : and as water
is not to be found every where, and as, even when found, it cannot always be
drunk, they are obliged to have some always with them to refresh themselves
under this burning sky! The shoe will appear strange to you: it is a kind
of clog or sandal, not unlike those used in France by some of the Fran-
ciscans: it is true that these are attached to the foot with latchets, while the
Indian sandals have no other hold than a wooden knob, between the great
toe, and the one next it.”—Tome 12, p. 101.

Nor was the tiger’s skin forgotten: thus Father Mauduit,
describing his interview with a Hindoo prince, says :—
“ I stretched my tiger’s skin on the ground, according to the custom of the

country, and, seating myself on it, explained to him the purpose of my
Journey.”—Tome 10, p. 266.

It would be useless to multiply quotations: one more from
Father Martin may suffice :—

“ Nothing,” says he, “can be more austere or more frightful to human
nature than the life of the Missionaries. * * * They abstain rigorously from
bread, wine, and eggs, all sorts of flesh; and even fish. They must eat only
rice, and green herbs without seasoning: and they have no little trouble to
preserve a little flour for the Host, and sufficient wine to celebrate the holy
sacrifice of the Mass.”—Tome 10, p. 45.

Thus equipped, with knotted staff in hand, and smeared with
the purifying cow’s dung, these “ Brahmins from the North”
(Tome 10, p. 46.) or “ Roman Saniassis” (Lettres Edifiantes,
Tome 10, 15, passim,) boldly went forth amongst the idolators,
confidently denying that they were Europeans, and professing
to teach the law of the True God.

Nothing, indeed, grieved and scandalized these austere Sani-
assis so much, as the bare suspicion of their being Europeans.
This will appear very clearly from the following story related by
Father Martin (Tome 10, pp. 168-182), of which ¢ modest”
Father Bouchet is the worthy hero. It appears that among
the angels of Madura, there were three Catechists, who, for
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certain reasons, were deprived of their offices. In revenge they
determined to ruin the Missionaries and the Mission. With
this ¢ detestable” purpose, they formed three heads of accusa-
tion against the preachers of the Gospel. The first was, that
they were Feringees, that is to say, Europeans. The second was,
that they had never paid tax or tribute to the prince of the
country; and thirdly, that they had caused a monk of another
order to be murdered, on account of which the Pope refused to
canonise Father John de Brito.

But the most formidable of all was behind: for they offered
TWENTY THOUSAND CROWNS to the Prince, provided he would
exterminate the Christians, and drive away Father Bouchet,
against whom they were especially set. On the very same
authority, we are informed (p. 47) that the yearly salary of a
Catechist was from 18 to 20 crowns: and it is somewhat hard
to guess, whence came the 20,000: but veracious Father Martin
is not the man to spoil a good story for a few thousands more
or less: so we shall proceed with our narrative. The Prince
Regent was the most perfectly disinterested and greatest minis-
ter, who ever bore rule in Madura. Nevertheless, Father
Bouchet did not think it judicious to appear before this disinte-
rested judge empty-handed: but, according to the custom of
the country, he carried with him a present: and this present,
though the Father speaks of it as “ peu de chose,” was by no
means despicable. It consisted of a terrestrial globe, two feet
in diameter, with the names written in Zamul; a hollow
glass sphere, about nine inches in diameter, silvered inside
like a mirror; some burning and multiplying lenses ; several
Chinese curiosities which had been sent to him from the
Coromandel Coast ; jet bracelets set in silver; a cock formed
of shell work, and fabricated with great skill and beauty ; and
a number of common mirrors, and other like curiosities, which
he had got by gift or purchase.* After the same fashion, the
Father thought it prudent to win over several of the great men
of the court. Having taken “ these wise and necessary” precau-

* Father Bouchet does not explain the precise object of these purchases, which
seem strangely out of place in a Saniassi’s hut. Norbert tells a story, in relation to
a proposed interview between Bishop Lainez, and the English Governor of Madras,
which may throw some light on the matter. The Bishop purposing to visit Madras,
where the Jesuits were never very popular, wished to know how the Governor would
receive him. Upon which the Governor wrote to him rather bluntly, that he should
be received, as (what he certainly was) a capital merchant !—Memoires Histo-
rigues, Besangon, Tome 1, p. 353.

M. Martin, the Governor of Pondicherry, asserts that the Jesuits carried on an
immense commerce; that from Father Tachard alone was due to the French Company
on account more than 500,000 livres; and that the Company’s vessels often took

home large bales for the Jesuits in France. Perhaps, says Norbert, they contained
relics, p. 183. "
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tions, he demanded an audience, and was received with distin-
guished honour, as a Brahmin. The Prince was delighted with
the wonderful globe; the Queen was delighted with the shell
work and the bracelets; the Father was covered with a piece
of gold brocade, sprinkled with rose water, and sat on the same
sofa with the Prince, ““so that their knees were in contact,”
which showed how completely every suspicion of his being an
European was lulled to rest. He was then paraded through the
streets of Trichinopoly, in a magnificent state palankeen, to the
sound of instruments, like Mordecai of old, ¢ from which,” says
Father Martin, “ the modesty of Father Bouchet had much to
suffer.” Finally, he was assured that anything he asked for
should be granted. * The success of this species of triumph,”
continues Father Martin, ¢ strengthened the neophytes in their
faith and finally determined a great number of idolators to ask for
holy baptism.” A word from Father Bouchet would have exiled
the offending catechists from the kingdom; but he was content
with merely excommunicating them. Rejected alike by Christian
and heathen, after six months’ perseverance two of them came
and threw themselves at the Father’s feet. ¢ The Father,” says
Father Martin, ¢ who had long sighed for the return of these
¢ erring sheep, received them with kindness; and after public
‘¢ confession, and an authentic retraction, made in the Church,
¢ of their infamous desertion, and their foul and calumnious
“ accusations (leurs calomnieuses et noires accusations!), they
“ received absolution, and were again admitted into the number
“ of the faithful.” The third remained obstinate in his apostacy.
But how did Father Bouchet satisfy the Prince, that he was
not an European? How could he, in the Church, in the face
of God, force the poor catechists to retract as false, what he
knew to be true, and prostitute for his own ends the most solemn
ordinances of religion? Now,—but we shall meet with Father
Bouchet again, and find him yet more daring in impiety,

“Our whole attention is given,” writes Father de Bourzes, *to the con-
cealing from the people that we are what they call Feringees : the slightest

suspicion of this on their part, would oppose an insurmountable obstacle to
the propagation of the Faith.”—Tome 21, p. 77.

We had marked many other passages to the same effect:
for they were often accused, and every successful falsehood was
- a fresh triumph to these successors of the Apostles. But it
cannot be necessary to enlarge upon this distressing subject ;
one more quotation only we shall make, were it only to show
how deliberately a Jesuit could lie. A famous heathen peni-
tent was almost persuaded by some missionaries on the coast,
where they appeared as Europeans, to embrace the Christian
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religion: but the idea of uniting himself to the despicable
Feringees gave him great uneasiness. Seeing this, says Father
Martin,

“We resolved to send him to Madura to be baptized by one of the Mis-
sionaries who live there as Saniassis. We told him, therefore, that we were
but the gurus or teachers of the low castes on the coast, and that it was pro-

Eer for him, as he was a person of quality, to apply to the teachers of the
igher castes, who were inland.”—Tome 10, pp. 99, 100.

And the poor man believed them, and was baptized in Madura !
Another triumph of the faith !

That the discovery of this long course of falsehood would be
attended with the most ruinous consequences, is again and again
repeated by Father Martin. ‘

“ The Missionaries are not known to be Europeans : if they were believed
to be so, they would be forced to abandon the country : for they could gain
absolutely no fruit whatever.— The conversion of the Hindoos is nearly im-
possible to evangelical labourers from Europe: I mean impossible to those
who pass for Europeans, even though they wrought miracles.”—Tome 10,
pp- 45, 66.

So again, writing of the visit of Bishop Lainez to Aur, he says,

“No other bishop until now had dared to penetrate into the interior,
because, being ignorant of the language and customs of Madura, he would be
sure to pass for a Feringee or European in the opinion of the Hindoos, which
would have been the absolute ruin of Christianity.”— Tome 12, p. 132,

With the sword thus ever suspended over their heads, it ma
be imagined in what continual misery and dread of detection
they must have lived. This fear is sometimes carried to the
verge of the ludicrous. Thus Father Saignez, who from
~exposure to the sun ¢ had changed his skin three times like a
serpent,” trembles lest the new skin should be whiter than the
old, and so lead the people to suspect that he was a Feringee.—
(Tome 14, p.41.) Again, itis almost sublime: thus an anony-
mous Missionary, who had been thrown into prison, preferred
to die in his bonds, rather than be indebted for his liberty to the
Europeans on the coast, whose interference in his behalf might
give rise to a suspicion that he was connected with them!
(Tome 13, p. 24.)

It will be remembered that this infamous system had for its
chief object the conversion of the Brahmins, and that Xavier
himself even does not escape without a sneer at the low caste of
his converts. Considered in this view, nothing could be more
signal than failure of the plot The lordly Brahmins held dis-
dainfully aloof, in open hostility or haughty suspicion. The
wily fathers of St. Paul were over-matched: in lies, in cunning,
in fraud, the Brahmins of Madura might perhaps be inferior to
the sons of Loyola; but in austerities, mortification, and power
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over the people, they were more than their masters. Besides,
they fought at advantage : for the Brahmins believed that they
had truth on their side; while the Jesuits quailed under the
consciousness of falsehood. A whole history may be gathered
from a letter of Father Tachard, the superior of the Mission,
dated February 4th, 1703.

“ Father de la Fontaine,” writes he, “ has had extraordinary good fortune
since the commencement of his mission. In addition to more than a hun-
dred adults from other distinguished castes, whom he has baptized, he counts
among his neophytes nine Bralmins ; that is to say, he alone has in eight
months baptized more adult Brahmins than nearly all the missionaries of
Madura have baptized in fen years. If these conversions continue, as we
have reason to hope, he may be called the Apostle of Brahmins, and should
God give grace to a great number of these learned nobles, so that they may
embrace Christianity, all the other castes will be easily converted.—Tome 10,
p- 331.

Father de la Fontaine died fifteen years afterwards, but neither
he nor any of his brethren has yet been called * the apostle of

the Brahmins.”

The Roman Saniassis were more successful in imposing on
the simple country people of the lower castes. They gained
over a considerable number of Sudras: but the bulk of their con-

verts were Pariahs.
” From what Father Mauduit tells us, much may be gathered

in regard to the internal economy of the Mission :—

“The catechist of a low caste,” says he, “ can never be employed to teach
Hindoos of a caste more elevated, The Brahmins and the Sudras, who form
the principal and the most numerous castes, have a far greater contempt for
the Pariahs, who are beneath them, than Princes in Europe can feel for the
scum of the people. They would be dishonoured in their own country, and
deprived of the privileges of their caste, if they ever listened to the instruc-
tions of one whom they look upon as infamous., We must therefore have
Pariah catechists for the Pariahs, and Brahminical catechists for the Brahmins,
which causes us a great deal of difficulty.”—* Some time ago a catechist from
the Madura Mission begged me to go to Pouleour, there to baptize some
Pariah catechumens, and to confess certain neophytes of that caste. The
fear that the Brakmins and Sudras might come to learn the step I had
taken, and thence look upon me as infamous and unworthy ever after of
holding any intercourse with them, hindered me from going /! The words of
~ the holy Apostle Paul which I had read that morning at mass, determined
me to take this resolution, ‘giving no offence to any one, that your ministry
be not blamed,” 26 Cor. vi. 3. I therefore made these poor people go to a
retired place about three leagues from here, where I myself joined them

_during the night, and with the most careful precautions, and there I baptized
nine !”"—Tome 10, pp. 243-245.

With all deference to Father Mauduit, it may be doubted
whether the apostolic injunction is very consonant with this work
of darkness; nor does the good-natured Father tell the whole
story. For the poor Pariahs had not only separate catechists,
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_but separate churches ; and if they presumed to enter the church
of a higher caste they were driven out and well whipped. Nay,
even when they were dying, the Christian Saniassis refused to
enter their dwellings; and the expiring wretch, in nature’s last
agony, was dragged from his couch, into the open air, or to a
distant church, that the Saniassi, uncontaminated by entrance
into the house, might (but without contact) administer the last
rites of the Church.

The real number of their converts is involved in impenetrable
mystery. In the sixteenth century the converts of St. Francis
Xavier are said to have amounted to half a million. In the
beginning of the 18th century, the native Christians in Madura
are reckoned by Father Martin to amount to 150,000. He also
informs us that each Missionary baptised at least 1,000 annually,
and that some much exceeded that number: for instance, Father
Bouchet baptized more than 30,000 souls in 12 years (Tome 10,
p- 54), and Father Lainez in Maravas no less than 10,000 in 22
months.—(Tome 10, p. 285.) In a.Dp. 1700, there were but
seven or eight Jesuits in the Mission, but in 1750 they had in
Southern India upwards of 20. Taking ten only asa fair mean,
we cannot put down the yearly increase by conversion at less
than 20,000: and all these, it is to be presumed, were adults—
for Father Martin assures us that the Missionaries ¢ only bap-
tize after hard probation, and three or four months’ instruction.”
—Tome 10, p. 43. Now, allowing that the births and deaths
merely counterbalanced each other, there should have been in
1770, about the time the Jesuits left the Mission, at least a
‘million and a half of native Christians in Maravas and Madura.
To this must be added the increase of Xavier’s converts on the
Pearl Coast during a period of three hundred years. Yet in
1776 Fra Paolino da San Bortolomeo found but 18,000 in
Madura, and 10,000 in Tanjore !*

It will be seen, however, that the main supply of baptisms
was from another source. Besides the children of the Christians,
of whom each Missionary, by himself or his catechists, baptized
from three to four thousand yearly, immense numbers of
Heathen children were added to the church after the following
singular fashion :—

“ When these children,” says Father de Bourges, “are in danger of death,
our practice is to baptize them without asking the permission of their parents,
which would certainly be refused. The Catechists and the private Christians
are well acquainted with the formula of baptism, and they confer it on these
dying children; under the pretext of giving them medicines.”—Tome 12,
p. 107.

* Voyage to the East Indies. London, 1800, p. 65.
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In this part of the work the women were found to be most
useful assistants, as they alone could have access to infants
newly born; and Father Bouchet mentions one woman in
particular, «“ whose knowledge of the pulse, and of the symptoms
of approaching death, was so unerring, that of more than ten
thousand children whom she had herself baptized, not more than
two escaped death.”—Tome 13, p. 34.

In like manner, during a famine in the Carnatic about A. D.
1737, Father Trembloy writes, that, according to the report of
the Catechists and Missionaries, the number of deserted and
dying children baptized, during the two years of dearth,
amounted to upwards of twelve thousand. He adds, that, as every
convert knew the formula of baptism, it was rare in any place
where there were neophytes, for a single heathen clild to die
unbaptized —Tome 14, pp. 185, 186.

It may be taken for granted, that when Christian Mission-
aries assumed the orange cloth and the tiger’s skin, and pro-
fessed to have sprung from the head of the divine Brahma, they
must have allowed, in their followers, a like conformity to the
superstitions of the country; even although Father Trembloy
has asserted in the most confident terms that a native Christian
could scarcely endure so much as to look upon an idol.

Let us assist at a Hindoo procession. An immense car
approaches covered with silk awnings, and gaudily decked with
fruit and flowers. It is dragged slowly on its creaking wheels
by a tumultuous crowd, and surmounted by a female figure.
She has on her head the Tirubashi, a ring through her nose, and
round her neck the sacred nuptial collar. On each side of her
are men with parasols in their hands, and one holds a napkin
with which he carefully drives away the musquitoes. (Norbert,
1, 428.) The car is preceded by dancers half naked, and
streaked with sandal wood and vermilion. Wild shouts ring
through the air, and the ear is stunned with a confused din of
horns, trumpets, tom-toms, kettle-drums, and other instruments
of music. It is night: but (besides a grand illumination, and
the blaze of innumerable torches) rockets, wheels, roman-
candles, and other fire-works in the construction of which the
Hindoos excel, shoot up in every direction. The crowd is of
the usual motley description, all Hindoos,—and all with the
characteristic marks of idolatry. The car is the gift of a
heathen prince; the dancers and many of the musicians are
borrowed from the nearest pagoda ; the spectators are idolators;
but the woman represents the Virgin Mary; and the actors in
this scandalous scene are the Christians of Madura!
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How lovingly the Christians and the Heathens associated
together on such occasions, Father Martin tells us on another
occasion—(Tome 11, p. 148) :—

“The chief man of the place with all his family, and the other Heathens
who were present in the procession, prostrated themselves three times before
the image of the risen Jesus, and adored it in a manner which happily
blended them with the most fervent of the Christians!!”

Immediately followed, as usual, a great number of baptisms.
Indeed, processions and dances were favourite methods of con-
version with the Jesuits. Thus the traveller Mandelslo, who was
at Goa in 1639, has the following description of an entertainment

given by the Jesuits, at which the Archbishop of Goa was
present :—

“ At the upper end of the pillar came out a flower made like a tulip, which
opened of itself while they danced, till at last there came out of it an image
of the blessed Virgin, with her child in her arms, and the pillar itself opened in
three several places to cast out perfumed waters like a fountain.—The Jesuits
told us, that by that invention they represented the pains they had taken in

Ianting, among the Pagans and Mahometans of those parts, the Church of
whereof our Saviour is the only pillar, or corner stone.—There came in
also one man alone, who was covered with birds’ nests, and clothed and
masked according to the Spanish mode, who began the farce of this comedy
by ridiculous and fantastic postures; and the ball was concluded with the
coming in of twelve boys, dressed like apes, which they imitated in their cries
and postures. As we took leave of our entertainers, they told us, that they
made use of those divertisements, as well to reduce the Pagans and Mahome-
tans of those parts to the embracing of the Christian religion by that kind of
modern devotion, as to amuse the children, and divert them after their
studies."— Mandelslo’s Travels into the Indies. Book II. ILondon, 1669.

The dancers attracted also the special admiration of the de-
vout Roman Catholic nobleman Pietro della Valle, who visited
Goa in 1624. And fine showy fellows they were! Naked from
the waist upwards, with painted bodies, and gold bracelets and
necklaces; with flowers in their turbans, gay parti-coloured hose,
and gallant streamers hanging below the knee, ‘“so that,” says
Della Valle, “in the festivities made at Goa for the canoniza-
tion of Saints Ignatius and Xavier, though in other things they
were most solemn and sumptuous; yet in my conceit, there was
nothing more worthy to be seen for delight than the many
pretty and jovial dances which intervened in the tragedy.”— 7'ra-
vels into the East Indies, p. 165.

Let us now turn to an open and veritable procession of idola-
ters. Who are these in the thiggng, with cymbal and trumpets,
with kettle-drum and horn, lmi?est in devi{worship? Reader,
these are Christians of Madura! What! you exclaim, those angelic
men, who rarely commit a venial sin, and, from their horror of
idolatry, scruple to pass by a heathen temple! Even so:—

VOL. II. H
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there they are round the idol, as loud and as busy as the most
zealous of its worshippers. And Father Bouchet and Father
Bartolde deplore the scandal, but cannot promise the Legate that
it shall cease. What can they do, indeed? It is the custom.
Vain are threats: vain are fulininations. The Legate dies in a
foreign prison, and Fathers Bouchet and Bartolde go to their ac-
count : but sixty years afterwards this infamous practice is in
full vigour., Fra Bartolomeo tells of “a diabolical nocturnal
orgy,” during which the statue of Shiva is carried round, with
the Lingam before him. At this festival all the Christians of the
country are required to be present: and there is a dance to
which the Christian women are invited—those who do not go
voluntarily, being compelled to attend. Fra Bartolomeo ap-
plied to the heathen magistrate to prevent the overseers of the
temple from compelling the Christians to be partakers in this de-
testable festival. ¢ The overseers, however,” says he, * found
means to make a thousand excuses, and always referred to
ancient usage.” ’

“But this did not discourage me from pursuing the accomplishment of my
object, and as I was invested with full power by the Heathen Magistrate, I
caused some Christian fishermen from Cuttur and Sumboli, who had taken
a share in the celebration of this festival, to get a severe beating before the
Church door, as a warning to other Christians not to particitate in such abo-
lllgiggtions for the future.” —Voyage to the East Indies, p. 119, London,

Nor was this all. The distinction of castes was rigorously
observed ; the Pariahs had separate Churches, fonts, confessionals
and’ communion tables; marriages were celebrated between
children seven years old, and with nearly the whole idolatrous
ceremonial of the Heathens: and the wives of the Christians
had suspended from their necks the indecent Zaly, repre-
senting the god Pollear, the Priapus of the Greeks. The
Brahmin retained his poita ; and sandal wood, and the ashes of
cow’s dung were applied to the body as before. Christians and
Heathens observed the very same ablutions, and both used the
very same prayers, while bathing, which were really directly

‘addressed to the idols of the Hindus. In short, as the keenest
observer might be at a loss to distinguish the Saniassi of Rome
from the Saniassi of devils, so he might be equally puzzled to
discriminate between the Christian of Madura and the idolatrous
‘Hindoo. There was indeed in the latter days of the mission a
notable distinction: the use of the Zaly ceased,—that is, Jesuiti-
cally ; for the reverend Fathers cut off a little from the stomach
of Pollear, and on the flat surface thus formed, they engraved a
tiny little cross, so that it ceased to be a Taly, and became a
decent and edifying Christian ornament, and a fit companion.
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for a medal of the Virgin, or of St. Xavier himself.—Norbert,
Tome 2, p. 323. Besangon.

The proof of all these abominations is at hand, and will
abundantly satisfy the most sceptical inquirer ; which leads us
to another phase of this strange and scandalous history.

During the lifetime of Robert de Nobilibus, the first news
of these unhallowed doings reached Goa, and were listened to
with surprise and indignation.

Loud complaints were immediately made to Rome; and Paul
V. the reigning Pontiff, appointed the Archbishop of Goa to
inquire carefully into the nature of the rites and customs that
prevailed in the mission of Madura. Meneses, certainly not
the most scrupulous of Prelates, condemned them unequivocally.
In the mean time the Jesuits, aware of that danger, boldly
asserted that the rites were merely civil observances, and had
nothing in them of a religious nature; that they were neither
contrary to the faith nor to morality, and absolutely essential to
the propagation of Christianity in India. Misled by such mis-
representations, yet doubtful of their good faith, Pope Gregory
XV.in the year 1623, issued the Constitution, Romance Sed:s
Antistes, wherein he allows the wearing of the cord, provided
it be merely a mark of nobility, the use of sandal-wood, pro-
vided it be rubbed on the body merely for ornament and on
account of its agreeable flavour, and the practice of bathing,
but only for the purpose of cleanliness and refreshment: but
he condemns in the strongest language, and beseeches them, by
the bowels of Christ, to abstain from every rite or practice
attended with the slightest offence, or defiled by the smallest
possible tincture of superstition (a qualibet vel levissimd culpd
aut macula, necdum ab impurissimd superstitionis labe). He
also ordains that there should be no distinction in the Church
between the Pariahs, and the higher castes, but that all should
hear the word of God, and partake of the sacred mysteries,
together. 'To avoid public scandal, this Constitution was sent to
the Jesuits alone; and the worthy fathers, with admirable
tact, received it in profound silence, and continued to do
exactly as they had done before; so that, until 1680, the
Capuchins did not so much as know that such a Constitution
was in existence.

In the beginning of the 18th century, the Jesuits had
reached the zenith of their power. It was the age of Louis
XIV., in those splendid days, when success crowned every
enterprise, when Europe seemed prostrate at his feet, when
heroes, philosophers, and poets worshipped him as a demi-god,
rather than honoured him as a king, and counted a flattering

H 2
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word, or a condescending smile, a greater reward than glory.
Then neither man nor woman resisted his will, and it seemed
as if he could never know reverse or misfortune. Yet there was
one man before whom that haughty Monarch trembled, and to
whose councils he was docile and submissive as a little child
and that man was the Jesuit, Le Tellier. So complete was his
ascendency over the mind of Louis, that Madame de Maintenon
herself dared not to oppose it, or even to interfere secretly in
favour of her dearest friends. Is it to be wondered at, if at such
a crisis, the Jesuits thought themselves all powerful, and acted
as if the empire of the world were already in their grasp?
The Protestants driven from France, the Jansenists broken or
breaking, the Dominicans hating, but fearing and bending before
them, Paraguay their own, the mighty empire of China about
to be Christianized after their own fashion, and India with her
yearly produce of thousands and tens of thousands of angels,—
truly the prospect was dazzling, and accordingly the worthy
Fathers carried matters with a high hand. They knew not that
“ the Judge was at the door.”

Nearly eighty years had elapsed, since the constitution of
Gregory XV. was issued “under the ring of the fisherman;”
eight Popes had passed into eternity, and the Malabar rites,
strengthened by the practice of a century, were more deeply
rooted than before. And now the Jesuits, blinded by success,
lost sight of their usnal prudence. Through the weakness of
M. Martin, the Governor of Pondicherry, who at their repeated
instances, gave them illegal possession of a famous Hindu pa-
goda, that city was all but lost to the French, and the tumult
was with difficulty appeased by allowing the Brahmins to take
triumphant repossession of their temple. M. Hebert, the next
governor, at first opposed them boldly, and in a letter to father
Tachard, rebukes them for their constant intermeddling in the
affairs of the Company, and for forcing their converts into fami-
lies, nominally as servants, but really as ¢ domestic spies.” His
description, indeed, of these marvellous neophytes is strangely
different from that of the Lettres Edifiantes. He speaks of them
as men ‘“of scandalous life, lazy, superstitious, and almost
universally given to thieving;” and reproaches the Missionaries
for allowing them to retain nearly all their superstitions, and
idolatrous ceremonies, such as the Cocoa-nut at marriages, the
mirror at funerals for the dead man to see his soul, the marks
on their foreheads, and the Heathen music in their processions,
as well as for their cruel treatment of the Pariaks. See his let-
ter at length in Norbert.— Memoires Historiques, Tome 1, p. 40,
Besangon. Monsieur Hebert was answered, not by words, but
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by deeds; he was recalled in disgrace, to be sent out shortly
afterwards, the reluctant, but obedient tool of the Jesuits.

About this time, in the year 1701, arose the persecution in
Tanjore, caused by a public outrage on the idols of the country,
during one of their processions in Pondicherry.* Father Tachard
assures us (Lettres Edifiantes, Tome 10, p. 317) that twelve
thousand Christians stood firm in the hour of trial, and endured
the most cruel sufferings for the faith. Pondicherry is but a
little way on the other side of the river; but, strange to say,
nothing of all this was heard of there. On the contrary, Father
Norbert assures the Pope, that, to the shame of their Christian
profession, not one was found ready to seal his faith with his-
blood ; and that, while a few families fled to the coast for shelter,
the Christians of Tanjore flocked by thousands to the pagodas,
to renounce Christ, and receive the indelible mark of Vishnu.—
Memoires Historiques, 1, pp. 71, &c. Besangon.

It was precisely the same in 1784 ; when Tippoo ordered all
the native Christians in Mysore to be seized, and gathered
together in Seringapatam, that he might convert them to
Mahometanism. Amidst that vast multitude, amounting to more
than 60,000 souls, says the Abbe Dubois, (while he indignantly
exclaims ‘‘ oh shame! oh scandal! will it be believed in the
Christian world ? ) not one, not a single individual among so many
thousands, had courage to confess his faith under this trying cir-
cumstance, and become a martyr to his religion. The whole
apostatised en masse, and without resistance or protestation.” —
Letters on the state of Christianity in India, p. 74, London 1823,

Yet the Jesuits tell us, in these veracious Letters so often
cited, that there was nothing more characteristic of these neo-

hytes, than the ardour with which they courted martyrdom !

t is true that, in Tanjore, as well as in Mysore, when the peril
had passed over, numbers returned to their former faith, saying,
adds Dubois, ¢ that their apostacy had been only external, and
that they always kept the true faith in their hearts:” but, he
continues significantly, ¢ God preserve them from being exposed
in future to the same trials.”

On the 23d of Nov. 1700, Cardinal Albani was elected Pope,
and assumed the name of Clement XI. Everywhere he found
opinions divided, and the most violent and bitter recriminations
concerning the proceedings of the Jesuits in India and China.
By themselves their policy was represented as innocent, necessary,
and sagacious; by their opponents as scandalous, unchristian,

* The images of Brahma, Vishnu, &e., were broken to pieces in the strects by a
Native Christian, representing St. George. : .
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and stained by the darkest crimes. The framer of the far-famed
Bulls, Unigenitus and Vineam Domini Sabaoth, can scarcely be
suspected of any bias against the Society of Jesus: nevertheless
he deemed it necessary that the matter should be thoroughly
investigated, and settled hy competent authority on the spot. For
this purpose, after anxious deliberation, he fixed upon a prelate
in whose wisdom and piety he had the fullest confidence, and
determined to send him to the East, clothed with the amplest
powers, to examine and set at rest for ever those unhappy disputes
which divided and scandalized Christendom.

Charles Thomas Maillard de Tournon, Patriarch of Antioch,

- was of an illustrious family in Savoy, and of high repute for
learning and sanctity. He is described in the brief of Clement XL,
dated 2nd July, 1702, as a man “whose well-known integrity,
prudence, learning, piety, charity, skill in business, and zeal for
the Catholic religion made him worthy of the highest trust ;” and
he was accordingly appointed Apostolic Visitor, with the full
powers besides of Legate a latere. The brief further enjoins
every Ecclesiastic in India and China, whether Secular or
Regular, ¢ etiam praedictee Societatis Jesu” to obey his mandates
implicitly, and without delay : for though a final appeal to Rome
was of course open, yet that regarded the future, and in the
mean time could in no way delay the execution of the Legate’s
Mandate, to which all were strictly ordered to render instant
obedience.* Briefs to the same purport were addressed to the
Archbishop of Goa, the Bishop of Meliapore, and other Prelates
in India and China.

In addition to all this, Louis XIV. placed two frigates at his
disposal;; in one of which, Le Maurepas, of 46 guns, commanded
by M. de Fontaine, he sailed from Teneriffe, May 3rd, 1703.. On
the 6th of November he landed at Pondicherry amidst the
thunder of cannons; and a Te Deum was chanted in the Church
of the Fathers of the Society of Jesus. Amidst the joyful accla-
mations of the multitude, surrounded by the clergy and the
magistrates of the place, and by a mixed crowd of Christians and
Heathens, he was conducted in a sort of triumphal procession to
the Society’s Mission house; there he abode during his nine
months’ stay in India, and it would have been impossible, he him-
self writes in his journal, to add anything to the politeness, the

-hospitality, and attention with which he was entertained. During
these nine months the Legate was indefatigable in gathering
information regarding the Malabar rites. He examined the Capu-

* Quacunque appellatione, recursu, recusatione, seu nullitatis dictione, minime
obstante, ita ut quelibet appellatio solum in devolutivo, et non retardata executione,
et non nisi ad dictam Sedem interponi possit.
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chins; he examined impartial men of the world ; he used his
own eyes; and, most of all, the materials of his decree were drawn
from the lips of the Jesuit Fathers themselves. With a portion
of their own cunning, he set a snare for these worthy men; and
Father Bouchet and Father Bartolde were taken. He sum-
moned these two Fathers to a private conference, praised their
zeal, seemed to enter into the difficulties of their position, and so
won upon them, that they frankly told him «all, not disguising
even the repugnance which they had felt at first to the system of
mendacity and imposture, which prevailed in Madura. They
did not know that two secretaries were concealed in the room,
who took full notes of the conversation. Not quite satisfied
with themselves, however, they proceeded at once to tell their
superior, Father Tachard, what had happened. The wily
Tachard, alarmed for the consequence of their ruinous sincerity,
sent them back to the Legate, to unsay and explain away their
most unfortunate admissions. But it was too late: and now
they were obliged to brave the storm.

The famous decree of Cardinal de Tournon was published
on the 8th of July, 1704 ; and, though itself in our Protestant eyes
not free from superstition and laxity of Christian principle, is in
all respects a remarkable testimony against the semi-paganism in-
troduced into Madura under the sacred name of Christianity.
He begins by declaring, that what was wanting in his own personal
experience had been supplied by the Fathers, Venant Bouchet,
superior of the Carnatic Mission, and Charles Michael Bartolde,
Missionary of Madura, learned and zealous men, long resident
in the country, and perfectly acquainted with its manners, lan-
guage, and religion; and that from their lips he had learned
(dictis Patribus ore tenus auditis) what those things really were,
“ which rendered the vine branches feeble and barren, adhering,
as they did, rather to the vanities of the Heathen than to the
vine, Christ.” The decree, as a whole, is too long for extrac-
tion : it will be sufficient to substantiate our statements by a few
extracts in the original, accompanied by a literal English trans-
lation. The numbers refer only to the paragraphs extracted.

1. Preterea, quum moris hujus 1.

regionis sit, ut infantes sex vel sep-
tem annorum, interdum etiam in
feneriori etate, ex genitorum con-
sensu, matrimonium indissolubile de
presenti contrahant, per impositio-
nem Talii, seu aurez tesser nuptialis
uxoris collo pensilis; Missionariis
mandamus, ne hujusmodi irrita ma-
trimonia inter Christianos fieri per-
mittant, &c.

Further, as it is the custom
of this country, that children six or
seven years old, and sometimes even
younger, contract, with the consent
of their parents, an indissoluble
marriage, by the hanging of the
Taly, or golden nuptial emblem, on
the neck of the bride, we command
the Missionaries never to permit
such invalid marriages among Chris-:
tians.
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2. Et quoniam apud peritiores
impie illius religionis sectatores,
Talii pra se fert imaginem licet in-
formem Pulleyaris, sive Pillayaris,
1doli nuptialibus ceremoniis praepo-
siti; quumque dedeceat Christianas
Mulieres talem effigiem collo de-
“ferre in signum matrimonii ; dis-
tricte prohibemus, ne in posterum
audeant Talii cum hac effigie collo
appendere, et, ne uxores innupte
videantur, poterunt uti alio Talii, vel
Sanctissimz Crucis, vel Domini nos-
tri Jesu Christi vel Beatissima Vir-
ginis, vel alid quivis religiosa ima-
gine ornato !

3. Et quum superstitione non
careat funiculus centum et octo filis
_compositus, et croceo succo delinitus,
quo plerique dictum Talii appendunt,
prohibemus etiam dictum filorum
numerum et unctionem.

4. Ceremoniz etiam nuptiales, juxta
harum regionum morem, tot sunt,
tantaque superstitione maculate, ut
tutius remedium aptari non posset,
quam eas omnino interdicendo ; quum
undique noxia Gentilitatis labe sca-
teant, et difficilimum sit eas a super-
stitiosis expurgare. At vero, &c.

MISSIONS IN INDIA.

2. And since, according to the
best informed adherents of that im-
pious superstition, the Taly bears the
image, though unshapely, of Pullear
or Pillear, the idol* supposed to pre-
side over nuptial ceremonies: and
since it is a disgrace for Christian
women to wear such an image round
their neck, as a mark that they are
married : we henceforth strictly pro-
hibit them from daring to have the
Taly, with this image, suspended
from their necks. And, lest wives
should seem not to be married, they
may use another Taly, with the image
of the Holy Cross, or of our Lord
Jesus Christ, or of the most Blessed
Virgin, marked on it/

3. And since the cord of 100
threads, dyed saffron, by which many
attach the Taly, is not free from su-
perstition, we forbid both the saffron
dye, and the said number of threads.

4. The nuptial ceremonies also, ac-
cording to the customs of the coun-
try, are so many, and defiled by so
much superstition, that no safer re-
medy could be devised than to inter-
dict them altogether : for they over-
flow with the pollutions of Heathen-
ism, and it would be extremely difficult
to expurge from them that which is
superstitious.

The Legate then enjoins the Missionaries to extirpate from

these ceremonies, everything that savoured of superstition; such,
for instance (* besides the abuses they had already reformed”), as
the twig of the Arasu tree, which is emblematic of the Hindu
Trinity, Brakma, Vishnu, and Shiva; the circlets for averting
misfortune ; the seven vessels filled with earth, in which rice
must be growing about two inches high, emblematic of the
seven planetary gods; and the dishes, containing rice, betel, &c.,
all dedicated to superstition. But as to these last, by changin
the number of the vessels and dishes, and filling them with foog
of a different description, he thinks some latitude may be allowed !
Truly it was not for nothing that the Cardinal reproached him-
self afterwards so bitterly.

* Bartholomeo, describing Ganesa or Pollyar, says, ‘‘ Indian women who are
married, wear an image of this deity, which they call Taly, suspended from their
neck by a string.”—Voyage, &c. page 71. Sce also his  Systema Brahmanicum,”
page 173. :
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The almost incredible idolatry and superstition that cha-
racterized Christian marriages will be found fully detailed by
Norbert, in his Memoires Historiques, Besangon. Tome 2, pp.
232-241, or in the Lucca edition, Tome 3, pp. 14-27.

The next section forbids the superstitious breaking of the
cocoa-nut ; but actually allows the very practice it condemns,
provided it be done privately! Then follows an absolute con-
demnation of the conduct of the Missionaries, who would not
permit women “menstruali morbo laborantes,” to go to Church or
confession, yet celebrated its first appearance by a public festival
which is denounced in the strongest language as ‘“obscaena
“ consuetudo, a Gentilium impudentid inducta.” On their treat-
ment of the Pariuks, he is especially severe, and cuttingly
rebukes the Christian Spiritual Physicians, who would not enter
a Pariah’s door, even to administer extreme unction, while the
Heathen doctors never scrupled to attend them, when they

were dangerously ill.

Non sine maximo animi nostri
meerore accepimus, etiam Christianos
tympanorum pulsatores, tibicines, aut
alterius cujuscunque musici instru-
menti sonatores, ad Idolorum fes-
tivitates et sacrificia accersiri ad
ludendum, et interdum etiam cogi,
ob quamdam servitutis speciem erga
Publicum, ab ipsis, contracte, per
hujusmodi artis exercitium; nec
facile esse Missionariis, eos ab hoc
detestabili abusu avertere : quocirca
considerantes, quam gravem rationem
essemus Deo reddituri, si hujus-
modi Christi fideles, a Demonorum
honore et cultu, pro viribus non
revocaremus; illis prohibemus, &ec.
Ideoque Missionarii, non solum eos
monere tenebuntur de przfata pro-
hibitione, verum etiam illam omnino
executioni demandare, et contrafa-
cientes ab ecclesid expellere, donec
ex corde resipiscant et publicis peni-
tentize signis patratum scandalum
emendaverint.

He then proceeds:

We have learned with the greatest
sorrow also, that Christians, who can
beat the drum, or play on the flute,
or other musical instruments, are
invited to perform, during the festi-
vals and sacrifices in honour of idols,
and sometimes even compelled to
attend, on account of some species
of obligation supposed to be con-
tracted towards the public by the
exercise of such a profession: and
that it is by no means easy for the
Missionaries to turn them from this
detestable abuse ; wherefore, consi-
dering how heavy an account we
should have to render to God, did
we not strive with all our power to
recall such Christians as these, from
the honouring and worshipping of
Deuvils, we forbid them, &c.

The Missionaries also shall be held
bound not only to acquaint them
with the aforesaid prohibition, but also
to insist on its entire execution, and
to expel from the Church all who
disobey, until they repent from the
heart, and by public marks of peni-
tence expiate the scandal they have
caused.

In like manner the Heathen ablutions and superstitious bath-
ings, at set times, and with certain ceremonies, are absolutely pro-
hibited to all, and more especially to the preachers of the Gospel,
whatever pretence they allege, were it even to pass themsel‘:res
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off as Sanzassis, who are distinguished by their manifold and
multiplied washings, “ ut existimentur Sanias, seu Brachmanes
“pre ceteris dediti hujusmodi ablutionibus.” He prohibits
also the use of the ashes of cow’s dung, and all marks on
the forehead, chest, and other parts of the body, so common
among those “ most superstitious Hindus.” Finally, he declares
that the penalties for non-observance of this decree shall be
excommunication for the superiors of the mission, and suspen-
sion a divinis 1n the case of individual Missionaries.

This goodly catalogue, however, is far from including all the
scandals which disgraced the miserable (so called) Christianity
of Madura.

What concerns Romanism chiefly, we have passed over: and
Cardinal de Tournon is careful to let it be known that “much
“perhaps that needed reformation might have escaped his
“ notice, and that several things he had purposely left undecided,
“as requiring more mature consideration.” Will it be believed
that in these deeps there was still a lower deep? Passing over
the unadulterated Heathenism of their funeral rites, the innu-
merable superstitions that disgraced their nuptial ceremonies,
and the disgusting details of that scandalous ceremonial, which
was well termed ¢ the festival of immodesty and wantonness;’
we shall lay before our readers a specimen of the prayers, which
accompanied the ablutions and anointings which the Christians
of Madura loved so well. It is very probable that many of
the poor creatures did not know the meaning of the words
they used : but what shall be said of their teachers, who knew
the truth, yet permitted and sanctioned the most daring and
gross idolatry? The ashes of cow’s dung are consecrated to the
Goddess Lakshmi, and are supposed, when applied to the body,
to cleanse from sin. These ashes were used by the Christians
of Madura. The Catechist, or Missionary, laid them upon an
altar, on which stood an image of the Virgin, or a Crucifix; they
were then consecrated, and distributed to the neophytes in
the shape of little balls, What followed, we extract from a
report drawn up by the Capuchins for the purpose of showing
the identity of the Heathen ceremonies with those of the
Madura converts :—and it is but justice to the Missionaries
of that order, to acknowledge that they uniformly avoided
and denounced these scandalous compromises, and that their
standard of Christian principle seems to have been higher and
purer even than that which found favour at Rome. But we
return to the neophytes of the Jesuits, and their burnt cow’s
dung. “When they rub it on the head and forehead, they say
“ neruchiguron netchada shiven, that is, may the God Shiva be
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“within my head! When they rub it on the chest, they say
« Manu Rudren, i. e, may the God Rudren be in my breast!
“ When they apply it to the neck, they say Maya Ishuren, May
“ Ishuren be in my neck ; and when to the shoulders, they say
< Tolbairaban, May Bhairab be in my shoulders !”

In like manner there is a distinet God, and a distinct invoca-
tion, for the arms, the ears, the eyes, the groin, the back, the
stomach, the legs, knees, and feet ; and ¢ they conclude all these
“fine invocations, by putting a little of the ashes in their mouths,
“and saying condadu mireum kuripu adulane; that is, by this
“last action I declare that all is finished as it ought to be.”—

- Memoires Historiques, Lugues, 1745. Tome 3, pp. 29-30.

Excepting among the Jesuits, there could not surely be found
‘throughout the world a Christian Missionary, who would not
have hastened to disclaim with horror and indignation the prac-
‘tices denounced by the Legate De Tournon, and to aid with
all his powers in their instant suppression. The Fathers of Jesus
hastened indeed to De Tournon, but it was to entreat, to beseech,
to implore him, to recall his censures, to sanction every thing
he had condemned, and to compel the Capuchins and every
Romanist in India to adopt the whole of these devilish practices
in all the grossness of their abomination. The too complaisant
Patriarch yielded so far as to suspend the execution of his
decree for three years, in order to give time for a gradual reform ;
— a weakness, which caused him afterwards many a bitter mo-
ment ; but further than this he would not go, remaining inexor-
‘able to all their entreaties, and determined that his decree should
be fulfilled to the letter.

It became therefore Father Tachard to be doing, and he lost
not a moment in sending round among the Missionaries under
his charge a circular, of which the following is a precis :—

I.—Is the frequent use of ashes (burnt cow’s dung) necessary
for the Christians of these Missions? They answered in the
affirmative.

I1.—As the Pariahs are looked upon in a civil light as so des-
picable that it is almost impossible to describe how far the pre-
judice against them is carried, ought they to assemble in the same
place, or in the same Church, with other Christians of a higher
caste? They answered in the negative.

III.—Are the Missionaries obliged to enter into the houses
of the Pariahs to give them spiritual succour, while there are
other means of arriving at the same end, asis remarked else-
where? They answered in the negative.

IV.—Ought we in the said missions to employ spittle in con-
ferring the sacrament of Baptism? They answered in the negative.
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V.—Ought we to forbid the Christians to celebrate these
brilliant and joyous fetes, which are given by parents, when their
young daughters “ont pour la premiére fois la maladie des
mois ?”  They answered in the negative.

VI.—Ought we to forbid the custom observed at marriages
of breaking the cocoa-nut? 7hey answered in the negative.

VIL.—Ought the wives of the Christians to be obliged to
change their Taly,* or nuptial cord? They answered in the negative.

But the bare signature of this creditable document did not
seem to Father Bouchet a sufficient atonement for his former
want of adroitness : he backs it by a solemn oath.
~_“I, John Venant Bouchet, Priest of the Society of Jesus and Superior of
the Carnatic Mission, do testify and swear on my faith as a Priest, that the
observance of the rites, as set forth in the preceding answers, is of the
greatest necessity to these missions, as well for their preservation, as for the
conversion of the Heathens. Further, it appears to me that the introduc-
tion of any other usage, contrary to these, WouLD BE ATTENDED WITH EVI-
DENT DANGER TO THE SALVATION OF THE SOULS OF THE NEOPHYTEs. Thus
I answer the Reverend Father Superior General, who orders me to send him
my opinion as to these rites, and to confirm it by my oath: for assurance and

faith of which I here sign my name. Signed Novr. 3d, 1704, in the Mission
of the Carnatic, Jean Venant Bouchet.”

Fathers Peter Mauduit, Philip de la Fontaine, Peter de la
Lane, and Gilbert le Petit, took the same oath, and attested it
by their signatures; and after like fashion, swore all the Por-
tuguese Jesuits in Madura and Mysore.— Memoires Historiques,
Luques, 1745. Tome 3, pp. 8-10.

Thus the Reverend Fathers publicly, solemnly, and delibe-
rately make oath, that, in these missions the religion of Christ
must necessarily be joined to the idolatry of thc Heathen, and
that the introduction of Christianity, alone, and in its purity,
would be fatal to the salvation of souls!

In the meantime the decree of the Legate had reached Rome,
where it was confirmed by Clement XI. in January 1706, who,
after praising the zeal and prudence of the Patriarch, ordered,
that, until otherwise determined by the Apostolic See, ¢ exacte
“ observari debeant ea omnia, quze in Decreto supradicto fuerunt
““ab ipso prascripta,” i. e. “every thing was to be strictly ob-
served, which had been ordered by him in the foresaid Decree.”

Nor were the Jesuits idle: for, first they despatched to Rome
Fathers Lainez and Bouchet, with the memorable document to
which we have already referred, to plead their cause in Europe.

* In juxtaposition with this 7th question and answer, let the reader weigh the
following extract from the Brief of Clement XII., issued under the ring of the
Fisherman, Aug. 24th, 1734, * quamvis asserunt Missionarii, nunquamn permisisse
gestationem dicti Taly,” that is, Although the Missionaries assert that they have
NEVER permitted the wearing of the said Taly!!
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In the mean while, they stirred up the Archbishop of Goa to
deny the authority of the Legate, to suspend the execution of
his decree, and to forbid its observance to all the Christians of
India. The Pope, scandalized and grieved by such conduct,
instantly issued an indignant declaration, that the edict of the
Archbishop was from the beginning rash and presumptuous, void,
worthless, and of none effect; and the Archbishop, thoroughly
frightened, submitted for the present. So this shaft fell wide of
the mark.

Their next manceuvre is remarkable for its singularity. To
the astonishment of every one, the Council of Pondicherry
Passed an Act, condemning as abusive the decree of M. De
Tournon, and forbidding its observance! The answer to this
was a pastoral letter, addressed by him, to the Christians of
Pondicherry, from his prison in Macao, dated 13th October,
1709. In this letter he reminds the Magistrates of Pondi-
cherry, that things spiritual did not lie within their province,
beseeches them not to be led away by seducers from their
obedience to the Holy See, and threatens with the thunders of
the Church every Christian, whether lay or ecclesiastical, who
%ersisted in disobedience. The Act was also annulled by the

ope in 1811.

Not long after, this distinguished prelate, who had been
elevated in the meanwhile to the dignity of Cardinal, perished
in the dungeons of Macao, into which he had been thrown by
the Chinese at the instance of the worthy Fathers, who at first
fawned upon him, and who, when the cunning of the fox
availed not, never failed to display the ferocity of the wolf.
Who were the real authors of this tragedy may be easily gathered
from a letter to the Jesuits of Pekin, which was written by the
Cardinal himself in 1707. The following is an extract :—

“ Night and day I shed tears before God, not less for the distressed state of
the mission, than on account of those who are the causes of its affliction : for,
if I knew not the cause of the evil, and the authors of it, I might endure
all more cheerfully. The Supreme See has condemned your practices: but
much more to be detested is that unrestrained licence, with which you strive
to bury your shame under the ruins of the Mission! You have not lent your

ears to salutary counsel; and now you betake yourselves to means that cause
horror (modo ad horrenda confugitis).”

And he adds, with a prophetic anticipation of the result,

“ What shall I say ? woeis me! The cause has been determined, but the
error continues; the Mission will be destroyed sooner than it can be re-
formed.”—Tome 1, p. 268.

It will not have been forgotten, that Fathers Lainez and
Bouchet had been sent on a mission to Rome, for the purpose
of overturning the decision of Cardinal De Tournon, and pro-
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curing a new bull in their own favour. Lainez had been pro-
moted to the Bishoprick of St. Thomas ; and he and his col-
leagues in iniquityreturned to India, there to exhibit, to theaston-
ished public, their crowning act of audacious wickedness. Bishop
Lainez declared that they had gained their cause, and that the
Pope had decided in their favceur; and Father Bouchet, says
Norbert, on a day when the exposition of the sacrament had
drawn together a great concourse of French and native Christians
in their church at Pondicherry, “ came forward in his sacerdotal
“ robes, and, calling to witness the body and blood of Jesus Christ,
“ boldly protested before God, that of a truth he had obtained
“ from the lips of the Pope himself an express declaration, that
““ the decree of the Cardinal De Tournon was in no wise binding,
“and that the Missionaries, without offence of conscience, might
‘“permit the practice of the ceremonies which the Legate had
“ condemned, because, so doing, they might the more easil
¢ convert the Heathens to the faith!” (Tome 3, p.320.) In like
manner writes Bishop Lainez to Father Esprit, the Superior of
-the Capuchins, ¢ Another thing which you are perhaps ignorant
“ of, my Reverend Father, because it has recently occurred, and
“ which puts an end to every suspicion connected with these
“censures, is an oracle (oral deliverance) of the Supreme
“ Pontiff Clement XI., which has been brought before me a
« few days ago, and which I shall publish in due time, regard-
¢ ing the permission of the rites and customs which are practised
“in the Missions of the Society, and which facilitate the con-.
«“ version of the Heathen. This oracle is so far from prohibit-
“ing the using of the ashes, that it orders the continuance of
“ their use in the Missions, because it facilitates and increases
“ conversions to Christianity. This I can attest, for it was I
““ who managed the business at Rome, and spoke of it to the
“ Sovereign Pontiff, who left me not a doubt on the subject, and
“ consequently all who think otherwise are in error.”

But what if this were an infamous lie? What, if apostolic
Father Bouchet were guilty of deliberate perjury? You reject
the bare possibility as, under all the circumstances, something
too monstrous for belief.

But listen to Father Timothy de la Fleeche, who writes, that,
when he went to the Pope to learn from his own lips whether
- he had indeed given such permission, his Holiness at once took
fire, and used almost these very words:—

“ FATHER BOUCHET 1s A LIAR, and nothing is less true than the story
he dares to publish : far from going away triumphant and comforted, he
retired mortified and grieved to the last degree, at not being able to obtain
anything from us. He indeed did all he could to make us revoke the decree
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of our Legate: but having shown him that it was confirmed by the Congre-

tion of the Holy Office, and made him understand that no change would

e made in if, and that the Holy See would never approve of rites so scan-

dalous as those which the Fathers of his Society caused to be observed by

their Christians in India, nor ever allow them to be practised, the Reverend

Father, having no longer any hope of success in that for which he came to
Rome, took leave of us,” &c.

Bishop Lainez indeed rejects this testimony on the weighty
ground of its being an atrocious insult to his Holiness, because
the reigning Pope was far too polite to call a Clergyman a
liar! However, the matter was set at rest by a Brief from the
Pope himself, dated Sept. 17th, 1712, and addressed to the
Bishop of St. Thomas, stating that he had heard of such a re-
port with great sorrow of mind, and that it had no foundation:
and in a letter addressed to M. de Visdelou, Bishop of Claudio-
polis, Cardinal Sacripanti, Prefect of the Congregation for the
Propagation of the Faith, incloses for his perusal a copy of the
original acts of the Congregation of the Holy Office. ¢ They
¢« will show you,” writes he, ‘“that the report you have heard in
¢ your countries, announcing the suspension, or annulling of the
¢“ decrees of the Cardinal de Tournon, Visitor Apostolic, of
“ happy memory, s false, and without the slightest foundation.”
(Norbert, Lucca Edition. Tome 1, pp. 319-361.)

We shall offer no comments; for nothing can add to the
infamy of such wickedness on the part of Christian Ministers.

We must now turn from the tragedy to the comedy (if such
it may be called) of iniquity. The worthy Fathers were now
desperately hard pushed; and they had recourse to a new stra-
tagem. They declared that the Pope had been misinformed as
to the facts on which his decision was grounded ; and they pro-
duced a document, signed by many Malabar Christians, and
three of the most learned Pundits in French India, attestin
that the rites were all mere civil observances! The Capuchins
amazed (as well they might be) by such a declaration, had
these learned Brahmins summoned before the Judges of Pondi-
cherry, and there publicly and judicially examined by M. de
Lorme, the Secretary of Council, the Capuchins not being
allowed to interfere.

One of these most learned Brahmins (peritissimi Brachmanes)
declared that a certain Jesuit (whose name he mentioned) had
given him a paper to sign, and asked him to procure a few more
signatures from his friends: but as to the rites, all that he had
said on the subject, was, that undoubtedly they were of a reli-
gious nature. Another of the three Brahmins was a friend, who
happened to be in his house, and who had signed to do him a
pleasure.
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The third worthy declared that he had signed the paper,
because he was told it was of no consequence, “but, sir,” added
he, it is not my own name I have put there; it is the name
of my grandfather!!” But alas! this comedy ended in
blood. The Capuchins, by the assistance of Naniapa, the Com-
pany’s broker, had four Brahmins, really learned and able men,
publicly examined by the same judges, and the result was the
most unequivocal evidence of the superstitious nature of the
rites. The Jesuits answered, as they have done but too
often: for they gave complaisant Governor Hebert no rest
until poor Naniapa was publicly whipped, loaded with chains,
and thrown into a dungeon, out of which he never came
alive. One evening the sergeant of the guard came to ac-

uaint M. Hebert that the poor creature was vomiting blood.—
““ Well, what then ?” was his brutal reply, “ What business is that
of yours? Let him burst ?” For this atrocicus judicial murder,
Hebert was recalled, and died in contempt and disgrace; and
the heirs of Naniapa were ennobled by the French King. They
needed indeed to be wary and powerful, who in those days
‘entered the field against the Society of Jesus !*

In vain Clement XI. issued brief after brief’; in vain they were
branded by Rome in 1714, as ¢ alike obstinate and impudent ;”
they firmly held to their beloved rites, and practised them as
devoutly as ever. But we must hasten to a close.

The Brief of Clement XI., sealed with the ring of the Fisher-
man, Sept. 30th, 1719, again insists upon the observance of
Cardinal De Tournon’s decrees, and enjoins the Bishop of Clau-
diopolis to use his utmost efforts to have them fulfilled to the
letter. It was in vain.

The Brief of Pope Benedict XIII., dated 12th November,
1727, wherein it was written, “ Following in the footsteps of our
¢ predecessor.(Clement XI.) we also confirm the decrees of the
¢t said Patriarch of Antioch, and in like manner command and
¢ enjoin that they be obeyed and observed,” had precisely the
same result. The Jesuits paid no attention to it, and went on,
as they had done before. |

Under the Pontificate of Clement XII. they had sufficient in-
fluence at Rome to procure a revision of the Cardinal’s decrees;
but (alas for them!) the result was the Papal Brief, Compertum

® Their practice in this matter we will not enter on here; but their doctrine may
be learned from one of their own authors. ¢ It will be lawful for an ecclesiastic, or
¢ one of a religious order o kill a calumniator who threatens to spread atroeious
« gecusations against himself or his religion, when other means of defence dre
¢ wantiog.”

Francisci Amici Cursus Theologici, Tomus, V. Disp. 36, Sect. 5, n. 118, Duac¢i.
1642. :
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. exploratumque, issued under the ring of the Fisherman, 24th
August, 1734.

This famous Brief (with a few slight modifications in mat-
ters that relate to the rites of the Romian Church, such as in-
sufflation, and the use of the spittle in Baptism) confirms anew
the decrees of the Cardinal De Tournon, as well as the Briefs
of Clement XI. and Benedict XIII., and especially and dis-
tinctly again forbids every superstitious practice referred to in
Tachard’s documents, and supported by the oaths of his asso-
ciates, as well as those already quoted from the Legate’s decree.
But, as the Fathers still continued obstinate in their rebellion,
the same Pope five years afterwards issued another Brief, dated
13th May, 1739, insisting on instant submission, and threaten-
ing them, should they persist in their rebellion, with all the
thunders of the Vatican. In his wrath he compares them to
the mongrel Samaritans, “ who feared the Lord, but served
their graven images, after the manner of the Gentiles”
(2d Kings, xvii. 41): and being thoroughly in earnest, and de-
termined to bring the matter to an issue, he ordered the follow-
ing oath to be taken by every Jesuit bishop and missionary
in India

“T, N. of the order N. or Society of Jesus, sent or designated, as a mis-
sionary to the Kingdom or Province of N. in the East Indies, by the Apos-
tolic See, or by my Superiors, according to the powers granted to them by
the Apostolic See, obeying the precept of our holy Lord Pope Clement XII,,
in his Apostolic Letter, issued in the form of a Brief, on the 13th day of May,
1739, enjoining all the missionaries in the said missions to take an oath that
they will faithfully observe the Apostolic determination concerning the
Malabar rites, according to the tenor of the Apostolic Letter in the form of a
Brief of the same our holy Lord, dated 24th August, 1734, and beginning
Compertum exploratumque, well known to me by my reading the whole of
that Brief, promisE that I will obey fully and faithfully, that I will observe
it exactly, entively, absolutely, and inviolably, and that I will fulfil it without
any tergiversation; moreover, that I will instruct the Christians committed
tomy charge according to the tenor of the said Brief, as well in my preach-
ing, as in my private ministrations, and especially the Catechumens before
th? shall be baptized, and unless they promise that they will observe the
said Brief, with its determinations and prohibitions, that I shall not baptize
them : further that I shall take care with all possible zeal and diligence, that
the ceremonies of the Heathens be abolished, and those rites practised and
retained by the Christians, which the Catholic church hath piously decreed.
But if at any time (which may God forbid) I should oppose (that Brief)
either in whole or in part, so often do I acknowledge and declare myself
subject to the penalties imposed by our holy Lord, whether in the Decree, or
in the Apostolic Letter, as above, concerning the taking of this oath, in like
manner well known to me by reading the whole thercof. Thus touching the
Holy Gospels, I promise, vow, and swear: so may God help me, and these
God's Holy Gospels! Signed with my oun hand, N.” The original and
the Brief at full length will be found, Memoires Historiques, Tome 3,
p- 465, &c. ) ‘

VOL, 1I. I
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What can be clearer than the purport of this oath? What
more solemn than its sanctions? It was taken by every Jesuit
missionary in India; and (horrible to relate) not one even pre-
tended to observe it. | - g

Staggered by such universal and unblushing perjury, we
require to be reminded that, as we have already seen, mortal
sin is in certain cases permitted by the Constitutions of the
Society ; or, if we search for something more immediately ap-
plicable, Busembaum is ready with a very similar case in his
~ “ Marrow of Moral Theology,” as quoted in Ranke’s History
of the Popes, vol. ij, p. 101.  “ Qui exterius tantum juravit,”
writes this Jesuitical casuist, “sine animo jurandi, non obliga-
“ tur, nisi forte ratione scandali, cum non juraverit, sed luserit,”
that is, The man who makes oath outwardly, without in his
mind intending it to be an oath, is not bound by it, unless per-
haps to avoid scandal, for he has not sworn : he did but jest.

As the matter, however, was too serious for jesting, the
worthy Fathers adopted a more ingenious explanation. Pope
Clement XII. attached his own meaning to the oath: there was
nothing to hinder them doing the same: so they merely broke
it according to his interpretation, but kept it according to their
own! And for this, too, there was no want of authority : for
says the learned Jesuit, Emmanuel Sa— Lastly, since you are
‘“ not bound to swear according to the meaning of the inquirer,
“ you may according to your own; which some deny, affirming
¢« that words which are absolutely false are not excused by such
“ an understanding of intention. There are learned men in
“ favour of cither opinion, who maintain it on either side with
* probability.” Aphorismi confessariorum, verbo Juramentum n.

6. Colonie, 1590. A
Pope Clement died next year; and the Malabar rites con-

tinued to flourish. .

A few years later, the learned and energetic Benedict XIV.
once more interfered, with a vigour and determination of pur-
pose, that were neither to be evaded nor opposed : and he did
not spare the Fathers of the Society. His Bull on the Chinese
Rites (Ex quo singulari,) dated July 11th, 1741, somewhat over-
steps the cautious and measured line of Romish policy, when
deciding internal disputes: for, provoked and wearied out by
- their daring obstinacy in evil, he brands them as (inobedientes,
contumaces, captiosi, et perditi homines) “ disobedient, contu-
“ macious, crafty, and reprobate men;”’ which, it may be ob-
served, is rather a singular comment on their oath of special

obedience to the Pope in missions. |
A year or two afterwards appeared his celebrated Brief on
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the Malabar Rites, the last and the best of the long series called
forth by these abominations.

Resolved to spare no pains in dissevering for ever the wor-
ship of Christ from the worship of devils, and to put an end to
those unholy artifices and impostures which for a century and
a half had scandalized Christendom, he not only made the
provisions of this Brief (Omnium sollicitudinum) so precise and
stringent that even Jesuitical ingenuity could hardly evade
them, but he ordered the Brief itself to be read every Sunday
in their congregations, and insisted that all their converts should
promise to submit to its requisitions. |

And now every resource failed them, and they saw themselves
constrained to yield a sullen and reluctant, and yet but apparent
obedience.

At the very same time, in consequence of the wars between
the French and the English, it was discovered by the Natives
that the far-famed Roman Saniassis were nothing other than
Feringees after all. The discovery of the fraud enraged and
disgusted the heathens, and put an immediate stop to conver-
sions; and when the “angels” of Madura found the least
restraint laid upon the practice of their favourite superstitions,
they rushed by crowds into apostacy ;—if that can be called
apostacy, which was but the more open profession of an idola-
try, from which they had never emerged, exceptin name.

Twenty years later, and soon after the suppression of the
Society of Jesus, the natives, who still professed to be Chris-
tians, and who must, therefore, have constituted the élite of the
Madura mission, are described by Fra Bartolomeo, as living
in the lowest state of superstition and ignorance. The account
he gives of their morals, especially those of the Catechists and
native clergy, is literally too gross for transeription. The evi-
dence of the Abbé Dubois is not a whit wmore favourable. Tn
his celebrated letters are to be found instances of superstition
and ignorance scarcely exceeded even in the reign of the Jesuits ;
and he makes (p. 63) the frightful admission, that * during a
“ period of twenty-five years that I have familiarly conversed
“with them, lived among them as their religious teacher and
“ spiritual guide, I would hardly dare to affirm that I have
“ anywhere met a sincere and undisguised Christian!”

The final result of this singular and disgraceful contest we
shall extract from a continuation of the Church History of
Berault Bercastel, by M. L’Abbe, and Comte de Robiano,
Tome 1, pp. 197, 198. More surprising, or less satisfactory,
it could not well be; but here at least the Jesuits are not the
offending parties.

| 12
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“ In order, therefore,” writes M. de Robiano, *to take away
“ every pretext for tergiversation, Benedict XIV. issued the
“ Bull Omnium sollicitudinum, in which, as he had done before
“in his Bull on the Chinese Rites, he recited all that had passed
“ on the matter, cleared up every disputed point, explained and
“ confirmed the modifications made by Clement XII., and left
“ nothing undone in order to put an end to the disputes, in
“ regard to the Malabar Rites. Nevertheless, a leaven of dis-
“cord always remained between the Jesuits and the other
“ missionaries, and the latter reproached the former for not
“ observing the Bull honestly. This division continued even afzer
“ the dissolution of the Society, when the Malabar mission was
‘“ entrusted to the Bishop of Tabraca, and the missionaries of
“ the Seminary of Missions at Paris. At that time the Holy
“ See was again consulted on the subject of the Rites, and the
“ answer was that they were allowed, at least for the present,
“to practice whatever seemed tolerable, and aceording to former
“ custom.”

Such were the rise, progress, and decay of the Jesuits’ mis-
sions in Southern India. The sketch is plain, but faithful ; and,
every fact, even every assertion, is substaniiated by Papal
Briefs, or public and accredited documents, or the published
statements of the parties themselves. These statements cannot
be set aside as the offspring of party spirit or Sectarianism.
The facts and the evidence on which they rest are both before
the reader, and we court and challenge the closest further
investigation. The abominable practices which we condemn
have been already denounced and condemned by five Popes,
by the Congregation of the Holy Office, by the General of the
Jesuits, by many eminent Cardinals and Bishops, and by whole
bodies of Roman Catholic Ecclesiastics; and their honest indig-
nation, and their horror of such vileness and infamy, have
been expressed in much stronger language than we have
ventured to transcribe. So far, indeed, as we are aware, there
is nothing in these pages to which a conscientious Roman
Catholic might not give his willing assent. Not a single Pro-
testant writer is quoted; not a single doubtful authority is
adduced. Else it might seem incredible that such things were
allowed to exist; that Rome had submitted to be bearded and
contemned for more than a century by ¢ the sworn slaves of
the Pope :” and that iniquity and crime had soared to such a
pitch of audacity. We abhor even to think of the holy name
of Christ, and the awful purity of his religion, in connection
with things so detestable; for surely the mission of Madura,
built on perjury and fraud, given over to superstition, and where
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every chord of falsehood was touched by a master’s hand, vin-
dicates for its author no other than the Father of Lies.

There is yet one other department, in which the reverend
Fathers distinguished themselves, to which we can here but
briefly allude. The celebrated Ezour vedam is a curious and
most skilful attempt to impose a forgery upon the Brahmins, as
one of the oldest and most sacred books of their own religion.
—*“It is easy to see,” says Sonnerat, “ that the author wishes
“to bring everything back to the Christian religion, leaving
“ however several errors, lest the missionary might be detected
“ under the Brahminical mantle.” The worthy missionary is
however, quite impartial, for he is every whit as willing to cor-
rupt Christianity as Hinduism, and to alter, interpolate, mangle,
and pervert both alike, provided he thinks it likely to serve his
own purpose. The real writer is unknown; but there is no
one to dispute with the Jesuits the honours of its paternity.
It is impossible, indeed, that a work professing to be bond fide
Brahminical, yet under a veil striving to pave the way for
Christianity, and exhibiting consnmmate knowledge of the
Hindu language, religion, and manner of thinking, could have
come from any other source. It seems, however, to have been
better fitted for deceiving the savans of Paris, and among others
“the brilliant Voltaire, than for winning credit amoung those for
whom it was designed : nor is there the slightest evidence to
-show, that the forged vedam had even the poor merit of being
temporarily successful. A full account, by Mr. Ellis, of this
extraordinary production of Jesuitical ingenuity, and one or
“two others of a similar nature, will be found in the Asiatic
Researches, vol. xiv.

Was there, it may be asked, anything which these men held
sacred ? was there anything so holy that they feared to lay upon
it a sacrilegious hand? Mingling light with darkness, con-
founding evil and good, loving falsehood rather than truth,
would they dare to tamper with the word of the living God?
Would they bring forward their own lying devices as the word
of his inspired Apostles? ¢ The History of Christ” in Per-
sian will answer these questions.

This impious production was written by the Jesuit, Geronimo
Xavier, the nephew of the great missionary, at the request of
Akbar the Great, early in the 17th century, and, together with
“The History of Peter” from the same mint, was printed at
Leyden with the Elzevir types in 1639, accompanied by a li-
teral Latin translation, and many learned and useful notes from
the pen of Ludovicus de Dieu. The preface is as follows :—

“T, his servant, Jerome Xavier, a European of the Society of Jesus at the
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command of him, who is the Emperor of the world, the bountiful Prinece, the
splendid of Soul, the Darius of his age, Jelaladin, the Akbar (greatest) of
monarchs, whose kingdom and dominion may God perpetuate, have compiled
this venerable book, the essence of beatitude, from the holy Gospel and other
books of the Prophets, at Agra, the seat of the Khalifate: and my Master,
Abdel Senarem Kasim, of Lahore, has translated it, by my consent, in the
same Agra, the seat of the Khalifate,” &c.

He commences (after a short introduction) with a legendary
account of the nativity of the Virgin Mary and the miracles
that preceded and followed it ; of her wonderful bringing up
in the temple, and of the vow she made there of perpetual
virginity, which was the first that was ever made by a woman,
and drew towards her the especial favour of God. He then
relates how Joseph was designated as her husband by the
miraculous flowering of his staff, and how they ever lived as
brother and sister, for which reason, and not on account of his
years, Joseph is always represented as an old man with a
flowering staff. At p. 30, Mary’s personal appearance is thus
described :—* Mary was a girl of middle stature, of the fairest
“ brunette complexion, and of a small face. Her eyes were
“large, and almost sky blue. She had golden hair. Her
‘“ hands and fingers were long ; her figure beautiful and well
“ proportioned ; her voice was pleasing ; her looks modest and
“graceful ; her apparel poor but clean. Altogether there was
“ such a glory and majesty in her appearance, that the wicked
“man who happened to look upon her was struck with astonish-
‘“ ment, and, retiring within himself, reformed and became a
“new man.”

"But not content with introducing innumerable legends like
these, upon the alleged authority of the gospels and prophets,
he does not scruple to deal in the following manner with the
scripture narrative itself. After relating how Gabriel came
down from heaven with a numerous attendance of angels to
announce to Mary the birth of Jesus; and, how le left the others
outside, and went in alone to wait upon her, the narrative

roceeds,—-

“ The Virgin was occupied with thoughts like these, when suddenly the
angel Gabriel entered through the door in the form of a young man, of a
fair countenance, in clean robes, and full of light and glory : ke fell upon his
knees, and, bending his eyes to the ground, devoutly saluted her and said,
¢ Peace be to thee, O thou full of grace: the Lord be with thee, thou blessed
among women.” The Virgin was astonished at what she saw and heard,

- _and thought within herself what manner of salutation is this! This ‘aston-

ishment was not because she had seen and heard an angel, for she had often
seen angels before ; but because she saw the humility and submission which
he had exhibited in that speech, and because she heard the words which he
had addressed to her with such reverence.”—(P. 34.)

“ After several hours had passed, exactly at midnight, the holy Virgin
falling on her knees, and bowing her head towards the ground, with her
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hands joined before her breast, her eyes full of tears, and with the greatest
submission and lowliness, said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord: be it
unto me according to thy word. As soon as she had thus consented, Gabriel,
with the utmost joy, disappeared from before her.”— (p. 40.)

At p. 73, we are informed, always on the same authority, that
the people of Rome having resolved to adore Augustus Caesar
as a God, he, being averse to their wishes, called the Sibyl
before him, and asked her, if there was on earth any being
greater than himself. Upon which she showed him a golden
circle round the sun, in the midst of which stood a virgin of
exquisite beauty, with an infant in her arms; and, turning to
him she said, That infant is greater than thee. On that day,
Christ was born! A voice too was heard saying, “This is the
altar of Heaven.” And to put the matter beyond dispute, on
the site of the very palace where this vision was seen, stands a
church of the Franciscans, which to this day is called Santa
Maria, the altar of Heaven (Ara Dei). Could the great Akbar
doubt any longer?

Nor does this wretched man fear to tamper with the words
of the blessed Redeemer— And Christ said to Simon, Simon,
“behold the devil hath desired to sift thee like wheat; but
“ T have prayed for thee, that thy faith may not fail; and,
“ when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. He
¢ himself explained this saying, and said, Never shall the faith
« of Peter fail, who is my first successor, and his work shall be
“ to strengthen others!”

But when we turn to the consummation on Calvary, to that
mighty catastrophe on which hung the salvation of mankind,
to the thrilling words of men inspired of God, sublime, pathetie,
but solemn, pure, and majestic, and find that a man, with even
the name of Christian, in the full flow of that narrative, can
stop to tell us of his Longinus, and Veronica, and three folds
of cloth with the printed face of the Saviour still to be found
rotting at Rome, and Jaen, and Milan, and such like, the very
garbage of superstition, who would not fling the book away
with horror and loathing? Never could superstition appear
more degrading to human nature: never did falsehood appear
‘more odious in the holy presence of truth. |

The history of Peter, with a groundwork of truth and scrip-
ture, contains a like congeries of legends and lies, rejected by the
church of Rome as a body, and by all her most eminent writers,
and, by a curious felicity in falsehood, not even correctly bor-
rowed from the authors who report or invent them.

Such has been the course of the Jesuits in India. What it has
been elsewhere,may be gdthered from the Bull of Clement XIV.,
which suppressed them. Pope Pius VII. has alleged no other
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reason for the restoration of the Society, than the drowning man
for grasping at a straw, namely, the danger of refusing “to
employ the vigorous and experienced rowers, who wvolunteer
“ their services, in order to break the waves of a sea which
“ threatens every moment shipwreck and death.” Whether
the Society has changed its nature, time will show ; if not, the
drowning man may yet find, that, in order to keep himself
afloat, he has laid hold of the anchor.

A strange and melancholy chapter in the annals of the world
are these same missions in India, and not tending, it must be
confessed, to lessen the feeling of distrust, so universally inspired
by the Society of Jesus, in spite of the zeal, learning, and splendid
abilities of many of its members. We have striven to embod
its leading incidents in a narrative, which, if not strictly and dis-
passionately historical, identifies itself with no sect, and contains
nothing contrary to the spirit of Catholic Christianity. As com-
mon distinctions are lost sight of in the dread of impending
danger, so party spirit is absorbed in the very magnitude of
the evil. The only triumph is the triumph of Satan, and he
never achieved a greater.

Of all the forms of devil-worship, Hinduism is the most gross,
and the most cruel; and, as will always be found, the more
palpable the darkness, the more stupid the ignorance of the
worshippers, so, in exact proportion, the more dreadful are the
austerities and tortures which that scoffing and malignant
spirit imposes upon them. But it was the very masterpiece
of Satanic cunning to bow beneath this rude and galling yoke,
not ignorant heathens who knew no better, but enlightened
European Christian missionaries, who deliberately descended
from the high vantage ground, and surrendered their happi-
ness, their birthright, their truth, their Christian prineiples to
deceive and entrap the unwary, and to live like Hindu Saniasszs,
that is, like something between a beast and a man. We allow
them to have been able men, well-born, and highly educated;
men of undaunted courage, for during a century and a half they
fought against all things, sacred and profane; models for all
missionaries in zeal, in devotion to their work, in self-sacrifice,
in acquaintance with the languages, manners, and habits of the
people; and therefore it is impossible not to lament, and abhor,
. the accursed policy of which they were the willing victims, and
which will render their names and their history, to all succeeding
ages, beacons of ruin and disgrace. So will it ever be, when
men leave God's ways to follow their own, and seek for other
guidance than that Word, which God has given to be “a light
unto our feet, and a lamp unto our path.”
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Arrt. IV.—1. Rules and Regulations of the Honourable East India
Company’s Seminary at Addiscombe, 1834.

2. Ditto ditto, 1844.
3. The Military Annual, London, 1844.

4. Peregrine Pultuney: or Life in India, 3 vols. 8vo. London,
1844.

Ar the distance of about a mile from the pleasantly situated
little town of Croydon, in snug retirement from the public road,
and environed with green- fields and magnificent arborage,
stands Addiscombe House, formerly the residence of Charles
Jenkinson, the first Earl of Liverpool, and now the property of
the East India Company. Some of our elder readers may yet
remember the aspect of the place in those ancient days, when
Pitt and Dundas, and other kindred spirits, beneath that hos-
pitable roof, forgot in conviviality the cares of state, and if co-
temporary gossip be trustworthy, sometimes forgot themselves.*
It was assuredly a pleasant spot; and the old house, a magni-
ficent specimen of English brickwork, massive but not heavy
to look upon, had something in it well calculated to attract the
notice of the most careless and apathetic passer by. There was
something respectable,—something national in the character of
the building, and yet unpresuming withal. It was a place fit
for the residence of an English statesman, and in those days
deemed far in the country—a retired spot, remote from the bustle
and noise of the great metropolis. Now that uiodern science has
‘annihilated space, it seems but in the very suburbs of London.

The old brick building, formerly so much admired, stands as
“erst it stood, in all its original proportions; but it has been
- white-washed ; and—still worse—encompassed with stacks of
buildings of the most unsightly description that human malice
could devise. The park has been cat up; but still there are
clusters of noble trees, through which may be seen these for-
bidding heaps of masonry, with their rows of iron-barred
windows, filling the stranger, who should find himself in their
neighbourhood for the first time, during the lull of a vacation,
with wondering curiosity to know with what possible object so
many unsightly buildings have been huddled down in so fair
a spot.

These excrescences are barracks; studies and store-rooms :

¥ More than one story illustrative of Addiscombe revels may be found in the
Rolliad.
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hospitals and other necessary appendages of a military academy
~—built with the strictest regard to economy and the most utter
indifference to architectural display. The old house which has
been converted into the residence of the Lieutenant-Governor
of the institution, seems to be ashamed of the disreputable
company which has sprung up around it; and the fine old
picturesque tree looks sadly out of place in a spot where utili-
tarianism has been carried almost to the extent of an outrage
on civilization.

In these unseemly barracksand study-halls the flower of our
Indian army have spent two years—and perhaps not the least
happy ones—of their lives. 1In these barracks and study-halls,
they have grown from boys into men. Hundreds of our
readers will call to mind, with a daguerreotype fidelity, the
white gates; the tall walnut and chestnut trees; the old house
or ‘“ mansion,” with its flights of steps and its decorous large-
lettered inscription; the adjacent wilderness—a sacred grove
accessible only to the privileged footsteps of the Addiscombe
high priests, vulgarly called corporals—the sunken study
court; the clock over the arcade (in those days, how we
reckoned by half minutes—how extreme was our penalty-
enforced military exactitude !); the rows of barracks with their
iron-barred windows and dreary walls, desolate without and
comfortless within; the well-weeded parade-ground, dreaded
scene of extension motions; and the gymnastic ropes and bars ;
the heavy Java guns, on which we erst tried the strength
of our stripling arms; the cadet-raised field-works; the hos-
pital, whither we betook ourselves when overcome by too
much pastry or too much study ; the “ Cold Stream,” in which
we laved our young limbs—all are conjured up visibly and at
once by the sight of the word AppiscomBe; whilst the
memory perhaps, wandering beyond the immediate precincts of
the seminary, recalls many a pleasant walk to the Hills of
Addington and many a name, dedicated to Friendship carved
on their wild trees; or, peradventure, scenes less innocent and
romantic—the reeking bowl of punch, in the pleasant parlour
of the Shirley Arms where the ¢ solitary luxury—the one
friend” was even more enjoyable than the suave scelus of the
steaming liquor ; and young heart opened itself out to young
heart in unrestrained delightful converse, checked too soon by
" the sad necessity of paying the reckoning and of running home,
with a speed somewhat too provocative of a swimming head,
to save the inevitable moment of the seven o’clock parade.

But in reminiscences such as these it is not permitted us to
indulge, save to point a most serious moral. We enter upon
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our present task as grave reviewers, desiring to avail ourselves
of our own youthful experiences to examine, with the calm and
searching eye of maturity, the code of laws framed for the
institution, which is the military forcing house of the élite of
the Indian army. We believe that these laws and their influ-
ences—not only temporary but abiding influences—upon a
large number of our military officers, have seldom or never
been considered, save in a light and indifferent spirit, coming
lazily to a conclusion that they answer the purpose for which
they were intended. The few members of the CPourt of Direc-
tors, who, twice in the year, rattle down to Addiscombe on a
duty-trip, and present their venerable faces at the Christmas
and Midsummer examinations, see a hundred and fifty smartly
dressed active-looking youths, cheerful and seemingly healthy
—for what will not the approach of the vacation effect?—go
through, with great neatness and precision, a series of military
evolutions ; reply to a string of formidable mathematical ques-
tions, with the promptitude of a senior wrangler; and carry a
front of fortification, on the system of Cormontagne, with the
skill and address of a veteran general. Contented with seeing
things in their best holiday robes, they think that both the
military and scholastic discipline of the Institution cannot be
improved. They know nothing of the system itself. Perhaps
they consider the matter unimportant. We cannot bring
ourselves to think it so; for we believe that it is mainly to the
imperfect character of the disciplinary regulations of the Insti-
tution that many young men owe a departure from rectitude,
during the season of their studentship, which impairs both
their moral and physical health in a manner which in after life
is the source of most poignant regret.

Let us watch the progress of the cadet from the day on
which, trembling with nervous anxiety, he journeys down in
the glass-coach or post-chaise, attended by his father, or uncle,
or elder brother, from London to Addiscombe, there to undergo
‘the dread ordeal of an examination, terrible from its very sim-
plicity. See a fine, healthy boy, who has numbered some
fourteen, fifteen, or it may be even eighteen summers, fresh
from school, or, perhaps, from the training tutor’s, eager for
the initiatory experiences of a military life, and, perhaps,
swelling with ambition to carry off the great prizes held up
for competition. It is possible, we say, that the candidate is a
round-cheeked, smooth-faced boy, gentle, modest, and uncon-
taminated ; or a * tall, stout stripling of eighteen,” six feet in
his boots, with bushy whiskers, and the assurance of a practised
man of the world. Gathered together in the hall of Addis-
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combe House, on the morning of examination day—the first
day of term—may be seen boys of all ages, from fourteen to
eighteen, a period embracing an immense variety in character
and appearance, a variety suggestive of doubts which we shall
briefly notice as we proceed. But first let us make a little use
of the work of fiction, the title of which we have given at the
head of this article, as being the only work, at least within our
knowledge, which attempts to introduce the reader to scenes of
cadet life. We believe that the following description has the
merit—the only one with which we at present concern our-
selves—of fidelity : —

“It was the morning on which young gentlemen, who are candidates for
admission into the Company’s seminary, go thither to have their qualifica-
tions for that admission put to the test. Most of the young gentlemen were
accompanied by their parents or guardians; and felt themselves in as un-
comfortable a position as they had ever experienced in their lives. A thing
of this kind is nothing at all when it is over; but it is the waiting, and the
suspense, ‘and the delay, and the nervousness, that render it a wretched
business at best. The extreme easiness of the examination is the worst
feature in it, for one cannot help thinking what a disgrace it would be if one
got plucked after all. It is nothing to be plucked in Chinese mathematics
and Patagonian philosophy ; but to fail in vulgar and decimal fractions and
Cesar’'s Commentaries, s no joke. Hanging would be a trifle in comparison.

Amongst the number of great coats congregated in the waiting-room,
there was a Petersham of no ordinary pretensions to scientific construction—
it was as well built an article as you would wish to see, and it covered as

retty a figure. It would be almost superfluous to inform the reader that the
%etersham and the figure were Peregrine Pultuney’s.

Perhaps of all the young gentlemen assembled upon this occasion, Peregrine
Pultuney was the least embarrassed. It happened fortunately for him that
he was rarely troubled with nervous misgivings, and being, as we have before
stated, of a philosophic temperament, he always made the best of everything,
and consoled himself with wonderful resolution under every dispensation of
Providence. So it was,that in the present crisis of affairs, after having satis-
fied himself thoroughly as to the state of the empire, which he did by the
assistance of a Morning Chronicle, extracted from the pocket of his Petersham,
he began to amuse himself by inspecting the pictorial adornments that graced
the walls of the waiting-room. This he did apparently with great compla-
cency ; for being the works of different gentlemen-cadets, who had passed out
of the seminary, he began to wonder whether he should be able in process of
time to daub as well. There was a view of Lows-water, by gentleman-cadet
Simpkins, and of Windermere, by gentleman-cadet Smith, which showed
very great execution, especially in the live-stock line, for the sheep were
marvellously like rolling-stones, and the cows like sacks of potatoes—and the
colouring was so ingenious that the hills, being purple and green and blue,
reminded you of a shot-silk gown, which everybody must know is a ve

“difficult thing to paint. And then there was the bay of Naples—all cobalt
blue—with the boats picked out with a penknife, and the whole thing won-
derfully like the paper on the walls of a cigar-divan; and there was a drawing
of Milan Cathedral, done by a young gentleman, who not being able to paint
without a ruler, a steel-pen, and a pair of compasses, was exceedingly success-
ful in the architectural department, from which he never diverged—and
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there were various other specimens of water-colour drawing, all in the same
style of green and purple, and boats picked out with a penknife.

Having fully satisfied himself as to both the merits and the characteristics
of the Addiscombe school of painting, Peregrine Pultuney, quitting the repre-
sentative for the real, began to make sundry critical observations, within his
own mind, on men and manners. There was abundant food for philosophical
and physiognomical speculation within the walls of this waiting-room, and
Peregrine Pultuney improved on the qpportunity thus presented to him of
increasing his knowledge of mankind. Thrusting his hands into the pocket
of his Petersham, he leaned his back against the wall, crossed his legs, and
looked around him.

There was a stupid-looking boy just before him, with a large mouth and
a cadaverous countenance, who was standing not far from Peregrine, intent
upon the pages of'a brown-covered book, and every now and then looking
up, with certain convulsive twitchings of the countenance, into the face of his
father—an enlarged likeness of the same—to ask him “ the English” of some
word or other in the second book of Cesar’'s Commentaries. There was a
slim boy, too, with a remarkably stout parent, who was lecturing away in

reat style on the advantages resulting from steady behaviour and con-
ormance with the rules of the institution; and Peregrine laughed within
himself as he caught the words “public house,” *cigar smoking,” and
“ write to your mother.” There was a pretty-looking effeminate boy sitting
before the fire, with his elbows on his knees and his chin upon his fists, find-
ing out shapes in the coals, and beside him was a great huge fellow with
whiskers, who might have been father of the little boy, but who was nothing
but an embryo cadet. Then there were two brothers, both going up, and
wondering whether they would pass—and a stout short boy, in a blue cloak
with a fur collar, who seemed to be pointing out Peregrine Pultuney to the
especial observation of an old gentleman with a good-natured face, who was
uncle to the stout boy, who had also a good-natured face; and Peregrine
caught the words, “a good looking fellow—isn’t he ?” whereupon he smiled
complacently, and set down the stout boy as a good judge of things in general.

Besides these, there were a great number of boys, with folio editions of
themselves in great coats—‘*governors,” uncles, and others—some tall and
some short, some punchy and some wire-drawn; but there were two things
in particular that struck Peregrine Pultuney when he contemplated his
future companions, and the first was, that though some of these incipient
cadets looked old enough to be captains, there were others who looked as
though they would never be big enough for anything but drummer-boys—
and the second was, that whether young or old—big or little—captains or
drummer-boys, they all looked excessively uneasy; and Peregrine Pultuney
did not know which most to wonder at—their inequality in size, or their
equality in general wretchedness.”

We stop here to make an observation on the subject of this
“ inequality in size,” or rather the disparity of years of which
this inequality is the visible type. Cadets are, as we have
already intimated, admitted to the Addiscombe seminary be-
tween the ages of fourteen and eighteen. The latitude is too
great. We would contract it. We know no similar institu-
tion which admits of such disparity in the age of initiation.
At the Royal Military College, at Sandhurst, the age of ad-
mission ranges between thirteen and fifteen ; at the Military
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Academy, Woolwich, fifteen is the earliest, and seventeen the
latest period of admission. At the latter of these, the severity
of the initiatory examination is proportionate to the age of the
cadet, each succeeding half-year raising the standard of quali-
fication. Now we think that the question of limiting the age
of admission to the Addiscombe seminary, is worthy of some
consideration at the India House. It is undeniable that there
is a vast difference between the feelings, habits, attainments,
&c. of a boy of fourteen and a young man of eighteen. There
is great disparity even in yonng people of the same age, one
being a man in feeling and intelligence, whilst the other is still
puerile in both ; but between the ages of fourteen and twenty
may range the extremes of childishness and manliness ; and
it must be obvious that the same disciplinary course cannot be
suitable both to the child and the man. What to one may be
an undue allowance of liberty, to another is a degrading bond-
age. We can see nothing to compensate for this. It does
not often happen that the destiny of a youth is fixed after the
age of sixteen; so that by contracting the span, little or no-
thing would be lost, either to patronage-seekers or patronage-
bestowers, whilst not only from such contraction might result
a better adaptation of the rules of the seminary to the require-
ments of the cadets; but the efliciency of the Indian services
be considerably advanced. We would strongly recommend
an assimilation to the Woolwich limits. No cadet should
enter the seminary before fifteen, nor remain there after nine-
teen. The closer the affinity of age the better. If one boy
can enter the seminary when four years younger than another,
he can also enter the service with a four years’ start of his
cotemporary ; and the objections to such inequality are mani-
fest. Nothing is more disheartening to an officer than to find,
immediately before him in his regiment, one or two, perhaps
more, comrades, several years younger than himself, eternally
blocking up the road to promotion, and perhaps entirely
depriving him of every chance of attaining the highest
prizes of the service. It is, moreover, galling to a man to
be commanded by his junior in years, a contingency, which
however frequent in the Queen’s service, is in the Company’s
a strictly seniority service, sufficiently rare to be somewhat
-distressing.

We repeat that we see nothing to compensate for these dis-
advantages. There are many objections to the Addiscombe
system of discipline, military and scholastic, which we shall
endeavour to state, a8 We proceed, in detail; but this is a
general objection, which cannot be too strenuously insisted
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upon in limine, for it must render any system inefficient and
inoperative for good. Regulations smtable for the restraint
and coercion of a boy of fourteen are ill adapted to the more
matured character of the young man of twenty ; and it is un-
reasonable to look for the same o