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WHY DECENT

NEWPORT PROTESTS--THE WAY TO PEACE

EWPORT is reaping the harvest of seed sown by persons
who have not had the welfare of Newport at heart.

The good name of the city has suffered. Innocent citi
zens—the decent majority—are suffering.

Gambling, graft, erime have fattened because those who
should have cared did not care.

Industrial strife—an open shop war—has expanded into
violence and military war for the same reason.

_Those who should have cared and did not were s
minority.
official life.

Those who do care far outnumber them. They are the
vespectable citizens, merchants, workingmen and women,
clergymen. They cared when the seed of lawlessness was
hr‘m«v sown, but they spoke individually and their voices and
their interests Were ignored. And, still caring, they ory out
against the situation that has grown out of failure to heed

their unorganized protests
L [’S go back a little. Newport, thru official refusal to
enforce its laws, invited gamblers, crooks, all the vicious
hangers on of the underworld to the city. Disrespect for the
law was flaunted openly.
Officials were warned.
of law were conducted.

mall
Mostly they were a small group of persons in

Campaigns against the breakdown

most of the officers of eity and

county governments,

Newport became a wide-open town in the eyes of those

who cultivate wide-open conditi

OINCIDENT with the reign of
trouble in the rolling mills.
creatures who thrive on violence

Against the acts that, result
officials offered no resistance.

ions,

lawlessness came the labor
It
and de

ed from their presence, some

brought in its train

nce of law.

In truth they assumed in some
cases an attitude of encouragement.

Disorder was not eurbed

No effective ‘official measures were taken to preserve the

interests of the public by restoring industrial peace.
1 action was taken to prove to employers that
an unnecessary menace to the

vigorous offie
armed guards are

No

mmunity

and that peace can be restored more quickly without them.

No ste

n official policy was adopted to prove to the few sym

pathizers on the other side who counseled violent resis
to machine guns that theirs was not the proper course.
The outsiders who are attracted by strikes and benefit

thru disorder were not restrained.
slugging and shooting

voke violence by the

They were free to pro
tactics that

are amowg their favorite pastimes,

The seed of lawlessness flowered.

The situation got e

yond control of those who had been negligent.

HE state stepped in with military intervention.

It was thought a show of military strength might suffice.
But this was of no effect until head eracking and shooting
were resorted to. §

A minority element, inspired by the lawlessness that had
become general, refused to respeet constituted authority

Law respecting citizens contend the troops have gone
too far in efforts to control the situation. They point out
that the militiamen were sent to Newport to protect mill
property and give the mill company a chance to operate un
molested

They object to the measures under which the troops have
gone further.

They argue and with good reason, that it is wrong for
the military authorities to compel strikers to abandon their
place of assemblage on Central-av, to require citizens to re-
move from their homes; to force persons living blocks from
the mills and in no wise concerned with their operation to
conforsa to military regulations.

Such military measures are deemed necessary to the main
tenance of order only by the military authorities,

Order must be maintained. But it cannot be maintained
permanently by such temporary means.

Kentucky has no time for disorder whether it be created
by strike sympathizers, hired guards or militiamen. And

militiamen, according to the testimony of some good eiti«
zens, have created part of the recent disorder.

ECOGNITION of the right of collective bargaining prob-

ably would have averted present conditions.

Tt still will cure the conditions and restore pea

The strike cannot be ended satisfactorily by mlhtary rule.

It can be ended by the Golden Rule.

It can be ended by a disarmament conference like that in
which the nations of the world have taken a long step toward
ending war.

It can be ended by plain man-to-man talk, by a little yield-
ing here and there, by agreement to adjust differences
around the conference table, by the recognition of mutual
rights.

Newport should employ the Golden Rule and the confer-
ence method without another day’s delay.

XD with the strike ended it should set about cleaning

house. It should clean out the undesirable elements that
negligenee has brought to the city.

The good citizenship of Newport and its fair name should
1o longer be afflicted with the shame that has been brought
upon them.

But only feeble response came from
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HOME MADE “BOCKWURST”
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