
Community Hours: 
Wiki Interlinking
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We believe in Brave, Friendly Spaces 
The goal of this session is to create an encouraging space for collective learning. 
This requires intentional behavior, wherein participants are conscious of and 
accountable for the effect of their statements and actions on others. We respect 
our experiences and the experiences of others and recognize that we can’t do this 
work without one another.

We agree to hold each other accountable to foster a Brave, Friendly Space.

Review the whole Brave, 
Friendly Spaces agreement 
here: bit.ly/AFBraveSpace



Today we’ll cover:

I. Types of links on Wikipedia
II. Research: Closing Wikipedia’s Gender Gap(s)

III. Wiki Interlinking
IV. Other structural edits
V. Tools and teaching resources

VI. Space for questions
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Types of links you’ll 
see on Wikipedia 

INTERLINKS

CITATIONS

EXTERNAL 
LINKS
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INTERLINKS:

“Internal 
links”, link to 
other pages on 
Wikipedia

CITATIONS:

Link to the 
article’s 
bibliography.



EXTERNAL LINKS: Often a separate section on a Wikipedia article, external links 
connect directly to external resources like databases, articles, and interviews that 
aren’t necessarily cited in the article/bibliography.



Research: Closing Wikipedia’s Gender 
Gap(s)?
Isabelle Langrock & Sandra González-Bailón 
at the Annenberg School for Communication 
at the University of Pennsylvania

Community Hours:
 Research: Closing Wikipedia’s Gender Gap(s)? 
(Slides) (Transcript) (YouTube – EN) (Youtube – FR)
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https://artandfeminism.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/AF_community-hours-presentation.pdf
https://otter.ai/u/iZsjVeErRoqVuLzXlv48gW3Get4
https://youtu.be/FNG0ShPE7lg
https://youtu.be/99qQmuGtCn8
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Research: 
Closing 
Wikipedia’s 
Gender Gap(s)?
Isabelle Langrock 
& Sandra 
González-Bailón

● Study focused on the work that’s already being 
done on Wikipedia by movements + orgs 
Art+Feminism and 500 Women Scientists

● Study focused on Wikipedia’s gender divide
● Analyzed structural edits, specifically 

infoboxes and interlinking, as ways of closing 
gender gaps on Wikipedia

● Study showed that asymmetrical linking on 
Wikipedia perpetuates inequalities that echo 
across the web
○ Women’s pages: 2 links in for every 5 

links out, Men’s pages: 4 links in for 
every 5 links out (see next slide)
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99

Women’s 
pages

Men’s 
pages

Research: Closing Wikipedia’s Gender Gap(s)?, 
Isabelle Langrock  & Sandra González-Bailón



By Cyril Mipaas - [Ilya Bolotowsky], 1938 May 25 / Cyril Mipaas, photographer. Photographic print : 1 item : b&amp;w ; 21 x 25 cm. Federal Art Project, Photographic Division collection, circa 1920-1965, bulk 
1935-1942. Archives of American Art., Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=17677385
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RUTH ASAWA

ILYA BOLOTOWSKY



● Pages that are less connected in 
Wikipedia’s link network are harder 
to find (lack of visibility), which 
echoes across the web

● A primary focus of A+F 
edit-a-thons has been article 
creation, which, while important, is 
only one way to work towards 
closing gaps on Wikipedia

● While this study is limited to 
measuring gender gaps on English 
Wikipedia, you can use interlinking 
to connect pages with other 
intersecting equity gaps, such as 
race, class, disability, etc.

Why is it an important 
feminist intervention? 
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(Some) structural edits

1

2

3

1
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INFOBOXES:
Increase 
discoverability of 
content, often pull info 
from Wikidata

INTERLINKS:
Help build out linked 
network that is 
Wikipedia

WIKIDATA:
Linked database 
hosted by the WMF, 
lower notability 
threshold, multilingual 



“What links here” tool
Demo

The “What links here tool” will 
show you all the pages that link 
back to the page you’re 
searching.

You can cross-reference links in 
the body of the article with links 
on the “What links here” 
search, and look for gaps. 

This can also be done by 
running a query. For more info, 
see Help:Whatlinkshere on 
MediaWiki.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruth_Asawa
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:What_links_here


Tutorial: Create a 
symmetrical link 
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1. Search the body of the page you’re interested in. I went through 
Ruth Asawa’s page and clicked on linked names of mentors, 
cross-referencing with the keyboard shortcut ctrl+F to quickly 
search the bodies of each article and see which links were 
asymmetrical.

2. Log-in and click edit on the page that doesn’t link back to your 
article. EX: I am editing Ilya Bolotowsky’s page so that it links 
back to Ruth Asawa’s page.

3. In visual editor, find a good place to add in the person who’s not 
linked. 
EX: “...they mentored people including Ruth Asawa…” 

4. Highlight the name of the person you want to link, click the link 
button, search for them under the “Wikipedia” section, and select.

5. Click “Publish Changes”, briefly describe your edit, and click 
“Publish Changes” again.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ilya_Bolotowsky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ilya_Bolotowsky


A+F’s YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL

● Host an A+F editing 
event and add Wiki 
Interlinking to your 
toolbox!

● Copy-editing, 
adding citations, 
and interlinking are 
some of the first 
edits I suggest to 
new users. 

How to teach it! 

https://www.youtube.com/@ArtFeminismVideos
https://www.youtube.com/@ArtFeminismVideos


A+F TASK
LISTS (page in en., 

lists in en. + es.)

Working lists 

NEW LISTS IN PROGRESS, 2023

The A+F Task List was 
created using a query that 
searched for articles 
created at A+F 
edit-a-thons + articles 
that have templates for 
improvement, EX: orphan 
articles, citations 
needed, notability, + 
pages wanting photos.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/ArtAndFeminism/Tasks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/ArtAndFeminism/Tasks
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Miranda Pratt
mirandapratt12@gmail.com
@mir_anda_pratt on twitter

Thank you!
Space for questions
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