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Agenda

● Introductions and agenda
● Types of Deletion on Wikipedia 
● Best practices in Deletion Discussions
● Questions



Meeting Norms
● Try your best not to multitask
● Please mute when not speaking
● Please hold questions until the end / use the chat
● There are no “stupid” questions



Deletion on Wikipedia
According to the Deletion Policy, there are three main 
types of deletion: 

● Speedy Deletion
● Proposed Deletion
● Deletion Discussion



Speedy 

Deletion



It means that a page or media is deleted almost 
immediately and without prior discussion by an 
Administrator, because the content constitutes an obvious 
case of non-compliance with Wikipedia’s policies.

Speedy Deletion



Criteria
● Patent nonsense, Vandalism, copyright violations.

● Advertising > Importance of neutral point of view.

● No indication of relevance (people, organizations, web 
content, events). It doesn’t apply to articles about 
books, films, albums, or other creative works.

● Misuse of userspace. 







How to proceed

● The article creator (or another editor) is able to 
object to the speedy deletion nomination with a 
rationale for the reviewing administrator to assess 
before deletion.

● You and any editor who disagrees with a deletion 
are encouraged to fix the noted problem with the 
page



How to proceed

●  If the article has already been deleted, you (or 
another editor) can ask an Administrator to restore 
it as a Sandbox so you can see its content and 
continue working on it. 



Proposed 

Deletion



It allows any user who considers that a given article is 
obviously and uncontroversially not suited to 
Wikipedia to propose its deletion. If the tag hasn’t 
been removed in seven days, an admin could delete 
the article. 

Proposed Deletion



How to proceed

● You and any editor who disagrees with a deletion are 
encouraged to fix the noted problem with the page, 
and also to engage in a dialogue with the Wikipedian 
that requested/carried out the deletion (you can find 
their Username in the "View history" Tab).



How to proceed

● If you disagree with a Proposed Deletion, you can 
simply delete the tag. If the page has already been 
deleted, you can ask an Administrator to restore it as 
a Sandbox so you can see its content.





Deletion

Discussion



The article is subject to an open community 
discussion about its merits for a period of usually no 
less than seven days, in order to come to a rough 
public consensus about the maintenance of the 
article in the site. 

Any user can place a vote and/or a comment. 

Deletion Discussion



In the case of biographies, the notability guidelines 
are usually referred to in order to propose the 
deletion of articles.         

Remember the General Notability 
Guidelines & Guidelines for creative 
professionals. 

Deletion Discussion



After seven days an administrator decides if a 
consensus was reached, closes the discussion 
accordingly, and comment on their reasoning or 
relevant editorial policies.

If no consensus is reached, nominated articles are 
kept. 

Deletion Discussion



Article for deletion



Deletion Discussion page



How to proceed

● You are able to participate in the discussion.

● Recruiting other editors that you know to 
participate in a Deletion discussion is not 
permitted, but you can notify potentially interested 
parties about an ongoing discussion.  

Be careful of not Canvassing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Canvassing

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Canvassing


How to proceed

● If you need help with understanding any aspect of 
the deletion process, contact the admin that 
closed the Deletion discussion or another admin.



How to participate 

in a deletion 

discussion
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Article_Deletion_Workflow.jpg




Consensus is determined by a strong case made.



● Keep without explanation.

● Assert importance without supporting sources.

● Point to a policy or guideline without further 
explanation.

WP:ATADD

Poor arguments:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Arguments_to_avoid_in_deletion_discussions


● Statements that summarize improvements to an 
article that address to the nominator’s rationale.

● Provide more sources that contain substantial 
coverage of the topic.

● Provide other editorial criteria that supports the 
inclusion of the article.

Good arguments:



QUESTIONS?



Find more 

information 

here
http://www.artandfeminism.org/#safety

http://www.artandfeminism.org/#safety


Keep learning



Continue the Conversation

Slack

#general

#firebrigade

Email

info@artandfeminism.org
Social Media

FB/Twitter: @artandfeminism

IG: @artandfem


