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Who is connected where ?

4.1 billion people or 53% of 
all people are online (2019). 

ITU Report: http://digitalinclusionnewslog.itu.int/2019/11/05/itu-report-on-global-digital-connectivity-finds-gender-digital-gap-is-growing/
images : emilegraphics from Noun Project; DinosoftLab from Noun Project

Up 5.3% 
since 2018

http://digitalinclusionnewslog.itu.int/2019/11/05/itu-report-on-global-digital-connectivity-finds-gender-digital-gap-is-growing/


Who was connected where in 2019/20?
93% of people had access to a mobile network.

In Least Developed Countries 
80% of the population was offline

In Africa …
the internet penetration 

was at 39.3 % (the world’s lowest)

23% of the population do NOT have 
access to a mobile network.

ITU Report: https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Documents/facts/FactsFigures2020.pdf and 
http://digitalinclusionnewslog.itu.int/2019/11/05/itu-report-on-global-digital-connectivity-finds-gender-digital-gap-is-growing/ images : iconsmind.com from Noun Project 

https://internetworldstats.com/stats.htm
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Documents/facts/FactsFigures2020.pdf
http://digitalinclusionnewslog.itu.int/2019/11/05/itu-report-on-global-digital-connectivity-finds-gender-digital-gap-is-growing/


Gender gap in mobile internet use



Who is connected where ?
Globally, 48% of all women use 
the Internet to 55% of all men.

1 billion women do not use the 
internet

In Africa, the internet 
penetration rate drops to 
37% for men and 20% for 
women

ITU Report: http://digitalinclusionnewslog.itu.int/2019/11/05/itu-report-on-global-digital-connectivity-finds-gender-digital-gap-is-growing/
image : Egon Låstad from Noun Project

20% 37%

http://digitalinclusionnewslog.itu.int/2019/11/05/itu-report-on-global-digital-connectivity-finds-gender-digital-gap-is-growing/


Why women are not online

The Mobile Gender Gap Report: https://www.gsma.com/mobilefordevelopment/blog/the-mobile-gender-gap-report-2019/

https://www.gsma.com/mobilefordevelopment/blog/the-mobile-gender-gap-report-2019/


How does 
Wikipedia 
reflect the 
world?



Gender Gap: Readers

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:Characterizing_Wikipedia_Reader_Behaviour/Demographics_and_Wikipedia_use_cases#Gender and Global 
gender differences in Wikipedia readership by Isaac Johnson, Florian Lemmerich, Diego Saez-Trumper, Robert West, Markus Strohmaier, and Leila Zia

Men more likely to read Wikipedia than women

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:Characterizing_Wikipedia_Reader_Behaviour/Demographics_and_Wikipedia_use_cases#Gender
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2007.10403.pdf
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2007.10403.pdf


Gender Gap: Readers

Source: Global gender differences in Wikipedia readership by Isaac Johnson, Florian Lemmerich, Diego Saez-Trumper, Robert West, Markus Strohmaier, 
and Leila Zia

● Women view fewer pages per reading session than men do
○ men = 67% of readers 
○ men generate around 72% of pageviews on any given day

● Men and women visit Wikipedia for similar reasons
● Men and women exhibit specific topical preferences

○ the topics read more consistently by men (e.g., sports or 
technology) 

○ topics that were read more consistently by women (e.g., 
broadcasting or medicine)

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2007.10403.pdf




nikoretro



How Wikipedia reflects notable people

Coverage of biographies on WikiData per gender and per culture in 2018; 
Source:http://wigi.wmflabs.org/gender-by-culture.html
image : @Wiki In Africa CC-BY-SA 4.0

http://wigi.wmflabs.org/gender-by-culture.html


Interaction and contribution gaps

Contribution gap

● Censorship
● Internet Connectivity
● Device ability
● Interface Complexity
● Privacy
● Community Health

Interaction gap

● Motivation
● The roles they play
● Tech skills
● Disabilities



What are we 
doing about it?



Gender Gap projects and initiatives

#Wiki4WomenWiki
Women
in Red

Art+Feminism



Wiki Loves Women activates, trains and encourages 
women across Africa to seize their own agency to 
address the persistent systemic bias that exists about 
African women online and in the media. 

Focus:

● Celebrate Africa’s Women  
● Digital Skills Transfer
● Cultural Inspiration 
● Community and Leader Development 

Offline impact: 
● 8 participating countries up to 2020. 
● 78 partnering organisations
● 123 events held (prior to 2020)
● 46 team members
● 1,501 participants





“The gender digital divide gap is too wide, we need more female role models 
and ambassadors to encourage young girls to come into the STEM field.” 

- Abisoye Ajayi GirlsCoding, Nigeria

https://www.itu.int/en/action/gender-equality/Documents/GDD%20Mapping%20-%20Presentation%20(1).pdf




How we have tackled the Gender Gap
● 8 country-focused interventions
● 78 partnering organisations
● 1922+ articles created or edited
● 2081+ photos uploaded, and counting ...
● 123 events held 
● 46 members in local teams
● 22 of team female
● 1501 participants
● 42.25% participants female
● Post project, sustained activity in 5 countries
● Allied Wiki Loves Women project created in 

India

6 online global challenges held

2 supporters (so far): 
Goethe-Institut 
Wikimedia Foundation



The Future of Wiki Loves Women
We are exploring how to extend Wiki Loves Women to 
countries across Africa:

● online and in-person MOOC training

● developing event toolkits for organisers and civil society 

organisations

● microfunding grant system for events, and

● and, of course, continued to support all existing 

gender-focused initiatives across Africa.



THANK 
YOU!

Contact us:
Isla Haddow-Flood

Email: isla@wikiinafrica.org 

Florence Devouard 

Email: fdevouard@anthere.org

www.wikiloveswomen.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Wiki_Loves_Women
https://www.facebook.com/wikiloveswomen 
https://twitter.com/wikiloveswomen

mailto:isla@wikiinafrica.org
mailto:fdevouard@anthere.org
http://www.wikiloveswomen.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Wiki_Loves_Women
https://www.facebook.com/wikiloveswomen
https://twitter.com/wikiloveswomen


Links:
● Gender Gap portal: https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Gender_gap 
● Wiki Loves Women: www.wikiloveswomen.org 

○ website: http://www.wikiloveswomen.org 

○ video:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCOGLr1IOHo&t=7s 

○ facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WikiLovesWomen 

○ twitter: https://twitter.com/WikiLovesWomen 

○ English Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Wiki_Loves_Women 

○ French Wikipedia: https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Projet:Wiki_Loves_Women

● WikiGap Events: https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/WikiGap 

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Gender_gap
http://www.wikiloveswomen.org
http://www.wikiloveswomen.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCOGLr1IOHo&t=7s
https://www.facebook.com/WikiLovesWomen
https://twitter.com/WikiLovesWomen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Wiki_Loves_Women
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Projet:Wiki_Loves_Women
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/WikiGap

